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ADVERTISEMENT. 



JL HETldfeors of the following 
Difcourfes, cannot permit their publication, 
without expreffinff their regret for its long 
delay; and affimig the Subf(^iber8 that 
it has been occafioned by circumftances, 
which, with the utmoft folicitude for diC- 
patch, could not poffibly be prevented. 
They wifli alfo, in juftice to the memory of 
their Author, to obferve, that they were not 
''■ written with the remoteft idea of public in* 
fpeftion ; otherwife they would, in a literary 
* #view. .have poffellea greater pretenfions to 
^ thf very refpeftable and liberal patronage 
^ withdvhich th^ have been honoured. 
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Mrs. Mills 

Rev. William Forord Mitchell, Re6tor of Throwleigh 
Mrs. Mitchell, Dewlifh, Dorfet 
Abraham Moorc^ Efq. Temple, two Copies 

Mrs. 



( xxxvil ) 

Mrs. Moored Grampound 

Rev. Archdeacon Moore, Exeter, Un Copies 

Rev. William Moore, Senr. Southtawton, two CopUs 

Rev. William Moore 

Rev. Thomas Moore, Biihop*s Tawton 

Rev. Edward Moore, Oxford 

Rev. Mr. Montgomery, Vicar of Stewkly, two Copies 

Mr. R. Montgomery 

Rev. H. Morgan, Canon, Hereford 

General Morrifon, No. 62, Upper Seymour-Street 
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SERMON I. * 

Acts, Ci4. x. F. 38. 
"who went aboxtt doing GOO]^.** 

W HEN we confidfer the cotlftifution of 
things, our minds are forcibly ftruck with 
the connexion which pefvades the whole, 
from their infinite authbr, to the lead im- 
portant of his works. 

In the natural world, the fyftem to 
which our globe belongs, we have reafon to 
believe, is connefted with other fyftems, and 
in our owti, we know th^t there is, as 
it were, a chain which links togetheif its 
B various 
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various parts, and forms one ftupendous 
whole. From the immenfe planetary orbs to 
the animal, vegetable, and fmallcft particle 
of inanimate, creation, nothing exifts for 
itfelf alone; nor is this principle of union lefs 
apparent in the moral world. Mind is of 
one and the fame nature, whether poffefs'd 
by Men, Angels, or God, and the operations 
of Intelle£t no more terminate in itfelf than 
the efFe£ts of matter. 

What a glorious view does it give of the 
univerfe, to confider the different parts 
of it as all depending on one everafting 
caufe, and working in different ways by 
fimilar means, to the produftion of one great, 
good end ! 

The connexion which is thus vifible 
between the different fpecies of the whole 
fyflem of the natural and moral world, is 
ftill more vifible between the diflferent parts 

of 



^ 



( 3 ) 

of thei fame fpecies; and in particular, mati 
finds himfelf united with man, in every thing 
which contributes to his prefervation and 
enjoyments Fie comes into the world, even 
in a more helplefs ftate than any other of 
the animal, racej he paffes through a long 
and feeble ftate of childhood, not orily his 
body wants tender care and conftant affif- 
tance, but his mind requires' cultivation; he 
is plainly unequal to his own happinefs ; he 
pineai in folitude ; he defires the foeiety of 
his fellow creatures ; and he has as real fen- 
fations of intereft, in the concerns of others, 
as thofe which he feels for himfelf, tho' 
unhappily too often overpowered by the 
latter mifconceived and moft erroneoufly 
purfued. If fuch be the conftitution of 
things in general, and fuch the nature of 
man, what are we to think of his living 
for himfelf alone, of fuffering all his thoughts 
to terminate within the narrow circle of 
his imaginjed perfonal concerns, unmindful 
B 2 of 
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of the mifery or hiappinefs of others, neJthef 
weeping with thofe that weep, nor rejoicing 
with thofe that rejoice? what, but that 
he forgets his nature : that he is regardlefs 
of the great Author of his exiftence, who has 
fo forcibly pointed out to him a contrary 
difpofition and conduft? 

Consider him as a3:ually engaged in 
the buiinefs of life, in a ftate of civili- 
zation; (for to know what man is, I would 
not fend you to the unnatural ftate of bar- 
barifm, from which fome would fain draw 
all their theory of human nature, tho' I 
need not dread the leflfon you might learn 
even from thence,) confider him as enjoying 
the pleafures which belong to either part of 
his frame, his body, or his mind,^ as having 
formed domeftic connexions, as engaging 
in the intercourfe of focial converfe, as 
anfwering the calls of fome particular em- 
ployment, or, if you pfeafe, exempted by the 

bounty 
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bounty o( providence, from tie neceff!ty of 
following any particular employment, ftill, if 
lie will procure for himfelf the moft exalted 
pleafure, he muft feek for it in advancing 
thehappinefs of others; if he will promote 
his lafting interefts even in the prefent 
world, he muft make it his bufinefs to go 
about doing good* 

Who is there of us that does not ac- 
quiefce in the truth of fuch obfervations as 
thefe, and reckon them among the moft 
clear and unavoidable conclufions, which 
the reafon of man muft draw from bis 
nature and condition ; yet let it not be 
forgotten, how little fuch obfervations were 
attended to by the generality of mankind^ 
how little they were uniformly regarded^ 
even by thofe who made them, either in 
the. countries which were overfpread by the 
gloom of Pagan fuperftition, or the partly 
enlightened land of God's chofen people* 
B 3 I have 
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I have no defire to build the temple of 
Revelation on the ruins of reafon ; for I think 
it the glory of Revelation, that it coincides 
with the whole conftitution of things, and 
human nature, and that thofe parts of the 
information it conveys, which do not refpeft 
the myfterious difpenfation of God's free, 
and undeferved mercy to miferable finners, 
which " the very Angels muft ftill defire to 
look into," are fuch as right reafoning from 
our nature and condition, might have led 
men to acquire for themfelves ; but I would 
not have you forget, what thefaS was; that 
men did not acquire it, becaufe their reafon^ 
ing was not right, unbiajfed by corrupt pro- 
penfities ; becaufe they had not a right - 
knowledge of themfelves, or their conditioq 
in the prefent life, 

Those fentiments are moft juft, and that 
difpofition in any literary produ£iion is 
deem'd to be moft correft, which appear to 

uncultivated 
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uncultivated minds to be moft obvious and 
€afy; but it does not follow from thence, 
that on the fame fubjeft they would have 
produced thofe fentiments, or foUow'd that 
order. Let it be remembered then, to whom 
we are indebted for thofe pure notions of 
Benevolence which are fo familiar to our 
minds, which feem now to arife fo naturally 
on the leaft contemplation of our own 
nature and our circumftances. Since the 
5un of Righteoufnefs hath arifen and (hined 
upon human nature, the underftandings of 
men have been enlightened to perceive the 
common relation of mankind, "that we are 
every one members one of another.'* And 
Jheir hearts have been warmed to allow the 
demands of their relation/hip^ " to be kindly 
affeftioned one to another with brotherly 
love:' 

The influences of chriftianity are now 

felt by all in every civilized country with 

B4 the 
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the (Jawning of re^fon, ftpd firft amotion af 
psflion or ^ffeftipn. Its benign fpirit di^ 
fufed through the whole HiRfs of epiQian> 
and fentin>«nt infmuRtes itfejf impercep- 
tibly intq th^ very tfxtwr^ of thdr minds 
and fenfibiliti^s of their heartg. Thofc 
who unfprttinately acknpwJedgd not, or 
iingf^atefully difr Qgard it$ divme Author, yH 
isxperknce in mimy refpeQs, whiift they 
bow down to the idol, their rsaCbn, the 
meliorating effefts of his unfpeakable gift. 
And thofe who receive with mecknefe the 
engrafted word, and look M^^, fer the 
foundation of their opinions, and regulation 
of their paffions and affeSliona, find in every 
page of the record of their faith, the moft 
forcible exhortatfoiia tci the virtue <jf Belies 
Tolence* 

Without Benevolence, all pretences to 
natural religion, or revealed, are declaimed 
to be vain. If we lov? not our Brother 

whom 



( 9 ) 

whom we have feen> we are told, we 
cannot love God whom we have not 
feen ; and by tkis^ faid Chrift, (hall all men 
know that ye are my difciples, if ye have 
love one to another. Precept however is 
cold and unanimating, addrefs'd to the 
underftanding alone, which is too apt in the 
midft of a world full of temptation, to be 
overpowered by the will and affeftions, 

He^e then behold the virtue of Benevo- 
lence receiving firm unmoveable fupport, 
and raifing itfelf into the grace of heavenly 
Charity. Thofe who have a true fenfe of the 
miferable condition of human nature, from 
which we have been relieved by the mediae 
tion of the Redeemer, who are wafh'd frorai 
their fins in his blood, and fanftified by the 
infpiration of his Holy Spirit ; whofe foul^ 
are fuffieiently refined to relifli the joys 
which await juft men made perfeft; who 
liope to join the multitude of all nations and 

kindreds^ 
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kindreds, and people and tongues, in faying 
Salvation to our God which iitteth upon the 
throne, and unto the Lamb ; who, in all 
the various fcenes of life, look unto Jefus the 
author and finiflier of their faith, behold his 
patient forbearance, hear his meek anfwers, 
^nd afFeSionate intreaties ; witnefs his un- 
wearied endeavors to redrefs human cala- 
mity, and render men happy; feel the 
immenfity of that love which brought him 
down from heaven, to die the death of a 
vile flave upon a crofs, and have the divine 
found of "Father forgive them for they know 
not what they do," ever vibrating in their 
^ars — ^Thofe men will have every feeling 
attuned to the love of their fellow creatures, 
and by the uniform praSlice of beneficence in 
their feveral ftations, according to the 
power they poffefs, draw mthefe days the 
willing teftimony from all that know them, 
which was once forced from the lips of a 
Heathen perfecutor s behold how thefe 

Chr^ians 
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Chriftians love one afaother. The noblefl: 
objeft which our eyes can behold in the 
prefent world, is one of our fellow creatures 
poffeffing the power and difpofition to 
do good, and uniformly exerting it in 
the whole conduft of life. Let us then 
proceed to the eiFefts of the difpofition we 
have bf^en defcribing. 

Your hearts have often been delighted 
with the fight of a well regulated family, 
between the different branches of which, 
there have fubfifted real regard and concern 
for their mutual intereft: each individual 
comforting, and endeavouring to ferve and 
pleafe the others, and all looking up with 
confidence and love to their common Head, 
in whofe affeSionate attention to the welfare 
of the whole, they find a bond ot union and 
an incitement to the chearful difcharge of 
their perfonal duties. When in like manner, 
all mankind ^re confider'd by us as one family, 

the 
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the children of one Father, who has form'd 
them to live in focial intercourfe, and civil 
fubordination, who allots their different 
ftations, appoints their employments, diftri* 
butes enjoyment, trains them up here for 
greater happinefs hereafter, and condufts. 
them to it, each perfon 'will receive his 
proper fhare of regard, according as he ia 
placed nearer or more remotely in this 
great family of love, and from his fituation 
demands more or lefs our conftant and 
fedulous attention : in proportion as we are 
intrufted with his welfare and happinefs. 

Upon this view of things, what are com- 
monly confidered as diftinft duties, appear 
to have an intimate connexion with the 
common calls of Benevolence, and regard 
to our own families; and the advantage of 
confidering things in this way will be, that 
our attention to both will be duly propor- 
tion'd; and wq fhall not think as fome feem 

to 
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to do, that unwearied endeavors to raife the 
latter as much as ever we can, is an excufe 
for the negle£l of every other call for our 
beneficence- The truth is, the perfons who 
a£t in this manner^ are regarding them* 
felves alone, even in what they appear to do 
for tkem-^ it is their pride or ibme felfifh 
pailion, not real affedion for their fiimilies, 
which they are endeavoring to gratify ; of 
which we frequently fee a convincing 
proof, when tieir pariiaUar yievfs in life are 
in any way catttradiSed. The mind which is 
capable of feeling real love for others upon 
awf occafion, will feel it upon all occafions 
which call for the exercife of it ; and the 
/Mf^difpofition which leads a man to confult 
the happinefs of his nearer connexions, for 
their jGikes, will extend itfelf from the dif- 
charge of every endearing duty of domeftic 
life, to the calls of friendihip, acquaintance, 
neighbourhood, country, and human nature. 

B£NEVOL£NC£ 
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Benevolence fupported by fuch en- 
larged views of our fituation, will fhewitfelf 
uniformlyy and lead men to engage with 
alacrity, in every undertaking which feems 
calculated to advance the welfare of any of 
their Brethren; they will do their alms in 
fecret, when the purpofe they have at heart 
can heft be fefved, by not letting their left 
hand know what their right hand doth ; and 
they will let their light y7////^ before men, 
when by feeing their good works, they may 
be induced to glorify their Father which k 
in heaven. 

It is upon this principle, that we appear 
here this day, in this public manner ; upon 
the fame principle which has frequently 
drawn you from the comforts of your owii 
abodes, to fteal unobferved to the houfe 
of mourning, to offer confolation to lh6 
afBifted, and convey food and raiment ta 
the hungry and the naked* 

It 
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The miferable objefts which you have 
at fuch times beheld with unavailing pity, 
lead you thus warmly to patronife this 
public work of mercy. For often have you 
feen the ravages of difeafe, or the ruinous 
effefts of accident, and no fkilful hand 
near to affuage its anguifli, and fave the 
induftrious father, or the tender mother of 
furrounding infants, from a premature 
grave. Ah, little think thofe, on whom 
pleafure, power, and affluence attend, what 
fights fuCh fcenes afford. And till men have 
beheld them, they know not the ineftimable 
advantage of this heavenly inftitution. In a 
room unprotefted, perhaps, from the fury 
of winds or rain, with fcarce a pillow to 
fupport his head, or clothes to cover his 
limbs, without an attendant that knows 
how to footke the mindj no food to fuit a fick 
palate, or drink to quench his parching 
thirft, difeafe increafing, unrefifted, or by 
the very means intended to alleviate it, 

every 
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every terrible foreboding thought, haunting 
the imagination ; in fuch a condition, prefent 
to yourfelves one of your fellow creatures, 
experiencing that languor and pain> which 
you have found it difficult to fupport, with 
every affiftance and comfort, which wealth, 
ikill and affeftion could afford ; from this 
wretched dwelling, fee him convey'd to a 
place where he partakes of every accommo^ 
dation his condition can require, every affif- 
tance the greateft learning and fl^ill can 
adminifter, every tender attenticm which 
can contribute to his eafe ; comfortable in 
the refle£lion that all human means are 
tried, and thus yielding himfelf up in peace 
to the difpofal of his heavenly Father, 

I »ARK to fpeak thus ftrorigly of our 
Houfe of Mercy, becaufe it id fo remarkably 
bleffed, not only with the beft profeffioftal 
affiftance in the honorable fcience and Hf t 
of medicine and f4irgery; but whftt can 

never 
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never be fufficiently valued or commended, 
the cbnflant vigilant attention of many per- 
fons with heads and hearts qualified to 
guide this Work of Charity with prudence: 
not is it a fmall part of our glory or advan- 
tage, that thefe perfons are of various pro- 
fefliorts in life, and different perfuafions in 
religion ; 4s it is the exaltation of this our 
fejlvvaloi love, that they cOme thus folemnly 
before God, avowing their readinefs to unite 
heart and hand in the fervice of their poor 
diftrefled brethren. 

Yoir, upon whom providence hath be- 
flowed an abundance of the good things of 
this world, and the yet greater gift of bene- 
volent affeftibns, who upon the prefent oc- 
cafion ftahd forth the avowed Patrons of 
this excellent Charity \ on you^ I need not 
attempt to infofce the bleffednefs of imitat- 
ing your Saviour in going about to do good^ 
Yovr wen know that benevolence, uniformly 
C directing 
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4irc6ting the ufe of riches, exhibits wlxat 
Job defcribes "of his profperity j " When 
the ear heard me, then it bleffed me, and 
whep the eye faw me it g^ve witnefs to me : 
becaufe I delivered the poor that cried, ^nd 
the fatherlefs and him that had none to help 
him : the bleffing of him that was ready to 
perifli came upon me, and I caufed the 
widow's heart to fing for joy. I was eyes to 
the blir^d, and feet was I to the lame." 

Hqw are thdfe men to 'be pitied, whq 
imagine the advantages of a large fortune, 
to confift principally in the pomp and fplen- 
dour ot equipage, and the uncontrouled 
gratification of their felfifh paffions ; ftrangers 
to that felf-efteem and felf-congratulation, 
which they experience, who confider their 
condition in the light in which chriftianity 
reprefents it, as being ftewards to their 
heavenly Father, and whofe confciences 

bear 
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bear them witnefs, that they are faithful 
to their truft. 

But Charity is equally {hewn by little a$ 
by much, when that little h given according 
to what a man hath: and an opportunity 
is this day afforded to all here prefent, of 
contributingye?/»^ze;^^// to this Inftitutioti. If 
there are any here who have received benefit 
from it, arid from a change of circumflancei 
are able to afford fome teflimony of their 
gratitude; I do not afk fuch to contribute^ 
for I am fure, tHey can need no exhortation 
io do according to their power. 

You, who in better circumflances, have 
known what ficknefs is, (and moj h^y^ 
known, and a// may expeft to know,) re- 
f]e£i on your own wants, your own wifhes, 
your own feelings: as you have known, or 
hope to know what it is to be pitkd, fo may 
you now know what it is to pity ! 

C % Nor 
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Nor can I help reminding all here pre- 
feixt, as well thofe who can, as thofe who 
cannot contribute to this Inftitution, that 
it is not QtUy by their alms that they can pro- 
mote the welfare and happinefs pf their 
brethren: by difcharging, as chriftians, the, 
duticj? of their ftations in life; by being good 
natured and obliging in their families — kind 
and affifting, and courteous to their neigh- 
bours — ^induftrious and confpientious in their 
refpe6tive callings — ^by fubmitting thefn^ 
felves in quietnefs and peace to the lawful 
regulations of fociety, and thus difcounte- 
nancing, in the moft efficacious manner, 
all turbulence and difaiFeftion to govern- 
ment, the fure forerunner of general cala- 
mity: by thefe means, may they all flxew 
the benevolence of their hearts; and the 
poorer fort, by their fobriety and prudence, 
pi eventing many of the calaipities relieved 
by this Charity, contribute in effeSi tpwards 

it. 
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It, hy leaving more for the unavoidable 
vifitations of providence. 

My endeavour has been to reprefent the 
duty of doing good to others, as refting 
tipon the broad bafis of the whole conftitu- 
tion of things, and the make and condition 
of man; as enforced, and irrefiftibly recom- 
fnen^ed to our feelings, by the precepts 
and nature of the chriftian religion, and 
the example of our Lord and Mafter Jefus 
Chrift; as fliewing itfelf in every aft of 
kindnefs, affiftance, and courtefey to all we 
have concern with, in various degrees ; and 
^s ftrongly prompting us in particular, to 
give our hearty fupport to fuch Inftitutions, 
as this day's folemnity was intended to re- 
commend. 

In a mind accuftomed to confider the 

whole fyftem of human duties in this com- 

prehenfive view, no perplexity will be 

C 3 occafioned 
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occafioned by any feeming interference 
of different parts of it with each other. 
Modern Philofophers, as they are called, 
ala3 ! how unworthy of the name ! have 
moft unnaturally feparated the caufe of 
philanthropy from that of piety and holi- 
nefs, and aflFe£l to treat of benevolence, as if 
its diftates might fometimes be at variance 
with thofe of the gofpeL But let thofe 
trying circumftances arife, which bring 
opinions to the teft, and it will invariably 
be found, that the love ot God, as he is 
revealed to us by Jefus Chrifl:> (with its 
neceffary confequences the regulation of 
our minds, and the due fubjeftion of our 
appetites and paflions to reafon and benevo- 
lence, as enjoined by the laws of chriftian 
morality,) is the only true and confiften^ 
principle of the love of man. May a firm 
conviftion of this important truth excite us 
to aim at uniform excellence of chara£ler, 

tQ 
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to become more and more perfeft in every 
good word and work. 

Imagine then, my brethren, this bufy 
fcene at an end, and yourfelves able to 
view the whole of life through which you 
have pafled, at once^ in all its circumftances, 
connexions, and confequences; fee your- 
felves uniformly palling oh through all its 
Jlages in the difcharge of your duty, accor- 
ding to your nature and fituation, loving 
and beloved 3 behold good men dropping 
the tear of grateful remembrance on your 
graves; and anticipate the exultation of 
heart, with which you fhall hear the Almighty 
Judge of the Univerfe pronounce, " In as 
much as ye have done good unto one of the 
leaji of thefe my brethren^ ye have done it 
unto me." 
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SERMON II.* 



Gal. CA. i. F. lo. 

'* FOR DO I NOW PERSUADE MEN OR GOd! 
OR DO I SEEK TO PLEASE MEN? FOR IF 
I YET PLEASED MEN, I SHOULD NOT BE 
THE SERVANT OF CHRIST." 



O, 



T all the ch?ira£lers which the holy 
fcriptures afford for our example and in- 
ftruftion, there is none (our blefled Lord's 
excepted) which contains a more valuable 
aflemblage of amiable virtues, than that of 
St. Paul, and, what forms the foundation of 
them all, the motive of his conduft fhines 
with peculiar luftre: indeed, the general 

tenor 

* Preached at the Epifcopal Vifitation at Southmolton. 
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tenor of his whole life, as far as we are 
acquainted with it, appears to bavb been 
guided by the fame high principle. Even 
when he perfecuted the religion of Chrift^ 
he tells us * that he did it out of a zeal toward^ 
Gody § vef'ily thinking with himfelfthat he ought, 
to do many things contrary to the name of Chriji. 
And although the public mariner, in which 
our bleffed Lord gave his gracious inftrucr 
tions, and performed his many wonderfuj 
works, leaves us no room to fuppofe, that 
a man of St. Paul's a£live and inquifitive 
mind could have wanted the fulleft acquaint 
tance with them; yet, when we confider 
the many and deep-rooted prejudices, botl> 
national and arifing from the particularly 
ftria mode of his education,^ which cour 
curred in producing this determination of 
mind, we fliall be unwilling to dwell oni 
this part of his chara£ler ; and readily pafs on 
to the proof which he gave of the fmcerity 

of 
* A^s, ch, xxii. V. 3. § A^s, ch. xxvi. v. 9. 
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ofhis principles, when it pleafed God, who 
was wHlinj to fliew him mercy, beeaufe, 
diflferently from his affociates, "^ he did it 
ignorantly in unbelief y to call him, in a more 
extraordinary manner, to become a minifter 
of the gofpel. A fimilar event is recorded 
in the new teftament to have happened to 
other perfons; and the difference of their 
behaviour upon it from that of our Apoftle, 
plainly fliews the different motives which 
influenced their conduft. § fVhen tie band 
of men and officers from the chief Priefls and 
Pharifees came forth to feize our blejfed Lord 
in the garden^ hardened as they werey they 
were unable to withfland a momentary dif- 
play ofhis divinity; but went backward and 
fell to the ground; — ^yet as foon as they rofe 
again, far from abandoning their wicked 
purpofe, II they bound him and led him away. 
St Paul was not thus difobedient unto the 

heavenly 

• X Tim. ch. i. v. 13. § St. John, ch. xviii. 
U St. John, ch. xviiik 
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heavenly vifion which appeared unto him ; 
but having no bad motives to ftifle a con- 
viftion, which he could not but feel, he 
gave up all that was dear to him, his for- 
tune, friends, reputation, and national dif- 
tinftion and privileges, counting them^ to 
ufe his emphatic language, * but dung that 
he might win Chrijl. § Though brought up in 
Jerufalemy at the feet of Gamaliel^ a daSior 
had in reputation among all the people ^ || cajiing 
down fuch imaginations and every high thing 
that exalt eth itjelf againjl the true knowledge of 
Gody and bringing into captivity every thought 
to the obedience of Chrijl: ^though after the 
JiriSleJl fe5l of his religion n Pharijeey an exaS 
obferver of the right eoufnefs which is in the law^ 
and a zealous promoter of it^ % preaching Chriji 
crucified. And from a more than commonly 
vehement perfccutor of the church of ChrifT:, 

becoming 

* Phil. ch. iii. v. 8. § A6ls, ch. xxii. v. 3. || 2 Cor. 
ch. X. V. 5. f A6^s, ch. xxvi. v. 5. Phil. ch. iii. v. 6, 
Afts, ch. xxii. V. 3. Gal.ch.i. v. 13. J i Cor.ch.i. v. 23- 
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becoming its moft faithful paftbr; the ex- 
a£teft pattern of virtue, and amiablenefs of 
iiianners, both to infidels and chriftians; 
the warmeft advocate for chriftianity, yet 
guided by the cooleft prudence ; the moft 
patient, perfevering, and, except in cafes 
tliat required an exertion of his apoftolic 
authority, the mildeft inftrufitor of his flock; 
feonfiftent and uniform, taking care in 
all things that the jniniftry fhould not be 
biamedi 

What enabled him to aO: in this miannerj 
fcd-opetating with the divine grace, which 
thus manifefted its power in him, was 
his principle of afilion; which acquired 
fifength^ and threw off its imperfeftions, 
as all good qualities do, upon his becoming 
a chriftian. 

From that time his fole endeavour was 
to approve himfelf in the fight of God; not 

ta 
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to g^In the favor of men, the defire of which 
had fo unhappily mifled him : aware, that 
if the latter were in any refpefil the ruling 
motive of his conduft, he fhould perhaps fall 
back into fome of his former miftakes, an4 
foon ceafe to be the true minifter of the 
gofpel, In feyeral parts of his ivritings he 
ayows this principle and its importanjce: 
and fince in the text he has laid it down as 
the neceffary fupport of his conduft as the 
fervant of Chriftj it will not, I truft, be 
thought either unfuitable to the occafion 
of our prefent meeting, or exceeding the 
duties of the office affigned me, if from the 
paffage before us I endeavor to trace out 
the importance of it to the prefent teacher$ 
of religion, with refpefit to their opinions, 
doftrines, and c.onduft. 

And firft, with refpeft to their opinions, 
}i will produce inquiry : he who is perfuar 
,.^ed that he was fent into the world by a 

fuperior 



( 30 ) 

fuperior intelligent Being, who endued hint 
with powers of examining and determining 
upon the objefts which aire prefented to his 
mind, and that this Being is ever attentive 
to his conduft,. cannot poflfiWy think, that 
lie a£ts agreeably to Ais will, when he per- 
mits thofe powers to lie inaftiver certainly 
they were implanted in us by our Maker 
for conftant ufe ; and therefore not to make 
any or but little ufe of them, is, as for as 
we can,, defeating his gracious intention: 
befides, as our reafon is manifeftly deifigned 
to govern and dire£t the other parts of our 
frame, fuch a perfon, fenfible that he muft 
give an account how far this has really been 
the cafe, will naturally be driven to inquire 
what the diflates of that reafon are: and 
fince (the appearances of things being fre- 
quently fo different from their realities,) 
the refult of this will unqueftionably be a 
perfuafion, that, in more inftances than a 
few, fatisfa6lion is not to be obtained at firft 

fights 
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fight; he will foon apprehend, that kn in- 
quiry into his opinions is not only a necef- 
fary, but a very important branch of his 
duty. The farther he proceeds, the more 
fenfible he will be of its neceffity and im- 
portance; the more convinced that, in a 
matter fo interefting to his nature, and pro- 
duftive of fuch confequences, when pro^ 
vidence hath afforded him leifure and op- 
portunity, none of his opinions are to be 
exempted from fuch an inquiry. If this be 
in fome meafure the cafe of every man who 
has the free ufe of his reafon, under how 
much ftronger obligations to aft thus muft 
^e think himfelf, who is to aflift others in 
their inquiries ? who undertakes to * teaci 
them the difference between the holy and the 
prophane, and caufe them to difcern between 
the unclean and the clean ? 

But 

♦ Ezekiel, cb.xliv. v. as. 
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But farther, exertion of thought is nd 
jfmall labour; and however eafy a life de- 
voted to ftudy and meditation may appear 
^o the unexperienced at a diftance, it has 
jbeen confeffed by all who have followed it 
id any extent, that, though flight induce^ 
fhents may engage men to begin, ftrong 
and powerful motives are neceflary to en-' 
fcourage them to perfevere in it. From 
hence it happens, that among the many 
who enter with fincerity and order upon a 
6:udious courfe of life, fo few, in comparifon, 
appear to make a confiderable proficiency. 
Obftacles arife which were not thought of; 
where they expefted to run, they find them^ 
felves fcarce able to move — their ardour de- 
clines — indolence gains ground- — and whilfl 
fome barely preferve the appearance, others 
turn afide to any objefts that will attraft 
their attention, and keep it without any la- 
bour of their own. What then is fuiBcient 
16 couateraft fuch difficulties ? A defire of 

fame 
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fame and preferment has, it mud be cbn^ 
feffed, produced wonderful efFefts^ and, 
when confined within due bounds and ip 
perfeft fubjeftion to higher motives, it is 
not apprehended to be forbidden by our 
reh'gion as inconfiftent with them: nay, as 
no one is at all times equally influenced by 
the beft motives, and as worldly objeQs 
affeS us more ftrohgly, in our prefent con- 
dition, than thofe which are abfent and 
fpiritual, it may, perhaps, when thus duly 
reftrained, be willingly admitted, as what 
will add occafionally a fpur to the moft in- 
duftrious, and diffipate the languor of th.e 
moft indolent. The piety which is founded 
on good fenfe rejefls no affiftance; her en- 
deavour is to turn what is moft unconne6led 
in its nature with the purpofe fhe has in 
view to the attainment of it; and whilft Ihe 
does this, ihe only makes the nobkfi ufe of 
thofe affeflions which worldly men abufe: 
yet, whatever fruits have in fome inftgaice's 
P arifezi 
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arifen from merely fecular views, thefe, be- 
lides that, they cannot be relied on in any 
inftance as an uniform and fteady principle 
of application, on many perfons cannot 
probably be expedted to have any influence 
at all. There are men of ability and op- 
portunity fufficient to afford hope of being 
ufeful in our profeflion, who have not 
the leaft profpetl of rendering themfelves 
famous, or of attaining, by fuch means, a 
ftation which can fatisfy the moft bounded 
defire of wealth. . * Now^ tho the perfuafiony 
that even a fincere defire to be ufeful, uni- 
formly exerted, is not likely to procure 
notice and a due degree of reward, accor- 
ding to the common courfe of things, is to 
be difcountenanced as unfriendly to the 
caufe of learning and virtue in 'general: yet, 
to propofe to fuch men honours and wealth as 
motives {ox unremitted application, would be 

to 

* See Archdeacon Powell's ad charge to the Clergy of 
the Archdeaconry of Colchefter, in 1772, Page 4th. 
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to infult common fenfe, and to cohtfadiQ 
the experience of the world. Some motive 
muft therefore be found which will aft con- 
flan tly and uniformly, and affeft us all, a^ 
well as thofe of fuperior abilities. The 
love of truth indeed, arifing from a fenfe 
bf its importance and our obligations to 
purfue it, is undoubtedly a fteadier prin- 
ciple of conduft, and in fome meafure level 
to the feelings and capacities of all men; 
and accordingly we fliould * endeavour to 
render the fenfe of it, which we naturally 
have, fl:ronger and more efFeftual: but, in 
the prefent condition of human nature, 
who, that fpeaks from his confcience, will 
fay, that he hath at all times found thi§ 
fufficient to withfliand the allurements to 
pleafure and difSpation, which the com- 
mon occurrences of life produce? What 
hope then is there, that it would be able, 
when once the defire of novelty is fatiated, 
to fupport men^s minds in genera], under 
* Da the 
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the fatigues of continued thought, and the 
perplexities of attentive difquifition? The 
difference of right and wrong, with a due 
fenfe of the obh'gation of the former and of 
our own imperfeftion, will lead the mind a 
ftep yet higher, and teach it to refer this, 
as every thing elfe, ultimately to his will 
who implanted this fenfe in us, and is ever 
attentive to the regard we pay it. And as 
we cannot but fee, that it is confident with 
juftice, that he (hould expeft returns ac- 
cording to what he hath conferred upon 
us; we muft know, that according to the 
abilities and opportunities which we have, 
he requires of us application and labour. 
To this a conftant fenfe of every moment of 
our time being obferved by him will power- 
fully and uniformly^^xcite us. Since, when 
once his prefence is duly impreffed upon 
our minds, we fliall no more think it al- 
lowable to pafs our retired hours in the 
futility of diffipatcd thought, than to fpend 

the 
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the whole of our time about objefts which 
merely affeft the fenfes: confcious too of 
the weakneft of our beft refolutions, we 
Ihall naturally be led to offer up continually 
our eamcil prayers for the divine bleffing 
and fupport, in this as in every other par- 
ticular of our duty, which we may Aus 
humbly hope to obtain. 

And as this principle of aftion, thus 
ftrengthened, will promote in us inquiry 
and labour; fo it will moft faithfiilly conduEl 
•us in our refearches, and be the beft prefer- 
vative from ^rron If a man's firft aini'ibc 
to advance his worldly interefts, he will -be 
fubjeft, whatever care he takes, and with- 
out any wilful deviation, to an undue bias 
in favour of thqfe fJpinions which find 
the readieft acceptance with the great and 
powerful. He, whofe grand endeavour is 
to raiic admiration, will frequently find him- 
felf tempted to fhut his eyes againjl truthy 
D 3 when 
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when flie appears in the hQtnely * ^tjs of 
general opinion, and to turn aftdefor a morei 
unufual and ftriking appearance. Tp agree 
with the reft of the world, and endeavour 
to elucidate received opinions, is tpo cir-? 
cumfcribed a path for vanity; which will 
ever be urging on the mind to fome un- 
common purfuit, in which the reft of th^ 
world have no (hare, and of courfe can 
lay claim to no part of the praife. What 
a fource of error this muft be, it require? 
no pains to prove; but, if duly confidered, 
it will perhaps account for many extraordi^ 
nary appearances among the learned, which 
move the pity of every perfon of candour 
and feeling. 

In fhort, intereft ^ilLbe likely to bias us 
too much one way in favour of received 
opinions, whatever they are ; and vanity to 

prejudice 

• See Sherlock's Difcourfcs, vol. 3* fer- 3» page 10, 11, 
and 1%, 
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prejudice us too much the othei? way againft 
thejn. Now the perfon who enters upon, 
inquiry under a continual fenfe of God's 
prefence ; and of being accountable to hiniy . 
who fees the origin and progrefs of every 
thought, for his fairnefs and impartiaUty, 
is not in danger of either of thefe. extremes; 
his great intereft is to difcover the truth, 
and therefore, with a due refpcft, becoming 
his age and abilities, to the opinions of 
others, he dares to think for himfelf. If he 
differs from them, fhoujd it be in important 
points, confciqus of his own integrity, his 
chief concern is for their miftakes^ and on 
the other hand, * ^ is not dif contented or un- 
happy, 'when \it finds himfelf y after the whole 
of his pains, oi the fame fentiments with the refi 
of the world. 

Thus neeeffary and powerful then will 

the principle of afting from a fenfe of duty 

D 4 to 
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to Cod be, with refpeft to Iriilh in general; 
i^ we apply it to the caiife of religion, of 
chriftianity in particular, we fliall find it ho 
Ikfs beneficial and neceflary. 

Although the two great articles of 
natural religion, the fuperintendence of 
Cod, and our accountablenefs to him, are 
the foundation of the principle itfelf, yet 
^ are there many other points relating both 
to thefe and others, which are fubjefts of 
inquiry, demand labour, ahdaflford trials 
of impartiality. And as the perfoii we have 
been fpeaking of is already convinced of 
the attention which is due to the caufe of 
truth in general; influenced by fuch a mo- 
tive, he can never think it a matter of in» 
difference, in what light he cohfiders thofe 
truths in particular, which more immediately 
afFeft the obje£l of his duty. 

Here 
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Here then he Will be cateful t6 lay "wett 
the foundation of his religion, and not be 
likely to fall intb any confrderable miftake; 
much lefs the fatal one of imagining reve- 
lation either impoflible or unneceflary: yet 
he will think, and with juftice, that what 
pretends to fo high a charafter, as the ex- 
prefs will of the Deity, addreffed to tea- 
fonable beings, ttiuft come attended by 
fufficient vouchers to eftablifh its claims. 
This condu£ls him to the examination of 
the evidence of chriftianity: and his prin- 
ciple of aftion begets in him patience, fuf- 
ficient to m^ke a thorough inquiry, and 
Fairnefs to examine well all fides of thfc 
qucftion, before he allows himfelf to deter- 
mine againft fo important la point. 

What the refult of an inquiry upon this 
fubjeft, thus undertaken and carried on, 
muft naturally be, need not be mentioned 
in this place 3 or if it need, I fhall not be 

thought 
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thought unwarranted to declare, without 
^ny further examination, that it mud be the. 
firmeft and fulleft perfuafjon of the truth of 
the gofpel. 

But here another moft extenfive field 
opens before him, perhaps more befet with 
dangers, and fuller of perplexities than any. 
lie has hitherto trodden* After the au- 
thority of revelation is eftabliflied, the next 
ftep is to confider its me?ining. 

The holy fcripture, in which it is coht 
tained, may be confidered in two points of 
view, as being in fome parts naturally ob- 
fcure and difficult; and in fome, though 
not fo originally, as having been rendered 
fo, fince its promulgation, by various acci- 
clental circumftances. 

To proceed with fteadinefs, and without 
prejudice, through fo many obftacles, which 

the 
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the ignorance arid paffions of mankind hav^ 
been increafing for ages, and which thejr 
$re ftill bufy to involve in greater difficulties^ 
requires no ftnall degree of nice examin- 
ation, diligence, and impartiality. 

■ • • \ 

These, however, (as We have feen) the? 
principle under confideration naturally pro-' 
duces and fupports; accordingly the perfoa 
who is influenced by it, having Jfirft en- 
deavoured to fupply himfelf with thofe aids 
from human learning, which are neceffary 
to overcome thefe difficulties, applies himt- 
felf to the undertaking with ardour and 
ferioufnefs. Without abjeft fubmiffion to 
the opinions of any, however recommended, 
Jie examines for himfelf: but at the fame 
time, he is equally cautious of miftaking a 
love of novelty for a fpirit of freedom, and 
thinks it but reafonable, that a young and 
inexperienced mind (hould not haftily, and 
without diffidence, publifli and infill upon 

its 
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its opinions, when they differ from thofe of 
greater experience; and efpecially when 
they contradift dofhrines generally received 
in every age of the church : at kaft, in fo 
important a bufinefs, he will wait till that 
fondnefs for our own produftions, which the 
Hxoft difintereftcd are not intirely exempt 
from, is a little abated ; judging, that if no 
lefs a fpace than nine years, has, upon this 
account, been fixed by a great "^ tnafter for 
the private probation of a literary compo^ 
fition, it can never be prudent or decent to 
uflber into the world our determinations of 
fuch higher moment, without the matured 
deliberation. 

If, however, after the faireft examination 
he can make, after waiting a due fpace of 
time, and revifing and reconfidering the 
whole afrefh, he ftill fees caufe to differ 
from the opinion of others, though it (hould 

be 
• Horace, 
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be in important points, he will think it both 
mean and diftioneft to conceal his fenti- 
raents: fliould thofe points be fuch^ as to 
render a conformity to the eftablifhed re- 
ligion an aft of duplicity y he will behave 
confiftently with the convifltions of his con- 
fcience ; and, tho' unwilling to difturb the 
unity of the church, feparate from her wor- 
fliip : in fo doing, after fuch care and fuch 
endeavours to be impartial, he will deferve 
the efteem of every lincere friend to truth. 
But, if (as I hope I may, without undue 
partiality, fuppofe will generally be the 
cafe of a perfon of our communion, be- 
ginning fuch an inquiry upon fuch prin- 
ciples, and carrying it on in fuch a manner,) 
he fees good reafon to abide with that 
mother from whom he firft imbibed the 
milk of the gofpel, having his faith and 
opinions built upon fuch a foundation, he 
will attend to the miniftry duly qualified 

and 



and duly fixed, "^/hewing himfelf a tvorim^ 
that needeth not to be afhamed, rightly dwi- 
ding the word of truth. 

This Iea(dS us to the fecorid poiht, tvith 
iefpe£l to which I propofed to confider 
the importstncfe of* this principle, his doc- 
trine. The perfon, who has from filch mcf- 
lives taken fo much care to have his owh 
opinions well fotihded, will confequently 
think it but juft to build thofe which he is 
to inculcate cm others oh their proper foun- 
datibns ; and as all his colidu£t has refpeft to 
the pleafure of God, hd will, as a chriftian, 
eftefeni this an indifpenfable duty-y left he 
Ihould be found to aflume the chara6ter of 
being called mqfter\ in the ftri6teft fenfe in 
which it is forbidden in the gofpel: But 
then, in this, as he is affured his duty is to 
edify his hearers, not to raife their vain 
admiration, very diflferent methods of pro- 
ceeding 

• » Tim. ch. ii. v. 15* 
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ce^ding will be proper in different places, 
according to their abilities. To wife men 
he will '^ ffeakas unto wife men^ requiring them 
to judge of what he fays: to finceire chriftianis 
of inferior capacity, tbo' to them be will 
not preach himfelf, yet he will think a 
plainer and more direft application ot the 
doftrines and precepts of religion neceffaryj 
becaufe fuitable to the abilities and' oppor- 
tunity which providence hath aiffbrded theni. 
With all he will remember that his bujinefs 
is to preach ihe trnth as it §/j in Jefus: 
though he will by no means omit to incul- 
cate the truths of natural religion and mo- 
rality, as far as they are difcoverable by our 
reafon: though he will call to his aid all the 
affiftances of human learning and philofopy, 
as far as his attainrnents extend, he will 
not, however, forget, that with fuch prin- 
ciples and fuch wifdom, in a very improved 
and polifhed age, men did not themfelves 

attain 
• I Cor. ch. X, V. 15. % Kphefiaris,'ch. iv. v. ax. 
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attain to the true knowledge of God, nor 
confequently were able to inftmft others in 
the way of falvation, which was opened to 
them by a very different, tho' not ijieonfif- 
tent method* * J/fer that^ in the wifdam of 
Cody the world by wifdrnn knew not God, it 
fleajed God by the fooli/hnefs ofpreaclnng tofavc 
them that believe, by % preaching not in the in- 
ticing words of man's wifdam : \for thcf the 
Greeks fought after wifdom, ingenious differ- 
tations, and fublime theories, the great 
Apoftle of the Gentiles, and bis brethren, 
preached Chrift crucified: not reJeSiing ar- 
guments, brought from profane fubjefl:s to 
enforce their preaching; particularly, al- 
lufions to the games and other cuftoms of 
the Greeks, {as is evident from the epiftles 
pf the former efpecially;) much lefs omit- 
ting to teach moral duties, as improved 
and taught by our Lord; but laying the 

foundation^ 

• % Cor. ch. i. v. 22. § 1 Cor. ch. ii. ▼. 4. 
K 1 Cor. cU* f* ▼• 22t and z). 
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foundation, where God had laid the foun- 
dation of our falvation, on the death and 
fufferings of Chriji Jefus. * Without this> 
a preacher may be a good orator, but he 
furely is not the true minifter of Chrift- 
Yet, as it is natural for the mind of man to 
go from one extreme to another, fo it 
hath happened in this refpe£l; and contrary 
to common fenfe, contrary to the general 
tenour and almoft every page of the gofpel,^ 
fbme, from their zeal to glory in the crofs of 
Ghrill, and to magnify his grace, have fa 
preached him, as if they were preaching to 
mere machines, and fo as to render him in 
pf obable confequence the minifter of fin. 
From both extremes, the fober tho' pious 
principle of our Apoftle, will be the beft 
prefervative : and as a juft regard for Ood 
will not allow his minifters to indulge, on 
E every 

• See Archbifhop Seekers chargcs-^rft chai^ to tbe. 
Clerg) of the Diocefe of Canterbury, page 235, and the 
third to ditto, page 299~See alfo his Vermont lil vd. tth 
Sermon, page 150 and 151. 
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every occafion, in an oftentatious difplay 
of human learning, to the negleft of the 
momentous concerns of his exprefs reve- 
lation; fo neither will it permit them to 
fuppofe, that he has promulgated a law 
inconfiftent with that which he has written 
in men's hearts, or with the reafon which 
he has given them to enable them to find 
out his ways. In oppofition to the en- 
thufiafm of one party, or the felf fufficiency 
of the other, he will preach Chrift as he 
finds him revealed in the fcriptures: and 
in conformity to the folemn engagement^ 
which he made before God at his ordination, 
he will preach him as the author and dif- 
penfer of our pardon and fanftification, as 
well as the teacher of virtue ; and princi- 
pally on the motives therdn contained, 
regardlefs of the fcorn and contempt of 
the world, fhould different doftrines and 
diflTerent modes of preaching prevail, having 
this awful declaration of his Saviour ever 

fixed 
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fixed in his mind — * fVhbfbever fliall be 
afhamed of me and of my words in this adul^ 
ierous andjinful generatioHy of him aljo Jhall the 
fon of man be afhamed y when he comet h in the 
glory of his Father y With his holy Angels; 

But however juft and fcriptural a man*5 
opinions are^ however rational dnd evan- 
gelical his preaching, there is ftill a principal 
thing wanting, without which, neither will 
profit him or the public in any valuable de- 
gree. Good fenfe and ei^perierice of man- 
kind, could teach Pagan philofophy to re- 
quire virtue in an orator; how ihuch more 
ftrongly does Chriftianity require it in a 
preacher ? — § That thofe who teach fhould be- 
have them/elves holilyy juftfyy and unblamiably 
among them that believe f Now a conftant 
fenfe of God's prefence is the only fure and 
fteady fupport of virtue in general, and of 
the feveral particular virtues which belong 
E 2 to 

• St. Mark, ch. viii, v. 38. § i ThelTalouians, ch. ii, v. xo. 
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to the high calling of the miftifter of Chrift: 
no othef principle will either fufEciently lay 
the foundation, or direft and fupport us in 
the exercife of them. And firft, nothing 
but an ardent love of God will beget in us 
that zeal which will render us folicitous to 
promote his honour amongft men, or infpire 
us with that fteady concern for the fouls of 
our brethren, which will ,make us really in 
earneft to fecure their falvation. Other 
motives will produce an outward regularity, 
the true form of godlinefs ; but this, tho' 
abfolutely neceflary, will carry us but a 
little way in our undertaking, unlefs it be 
fupported by the true power of it over our 
minds, which can fpring only from a real 
faith and regard to God, as he is revealed 
to us by his fon Jefus Chrift : this, properly 
fixed in the heart, will teach us the true 
value of our profeflion, and, as it is in itfelf 
moft honourable, as well as beneficial to 
mankind, will make us efteem it above all 

worldly 



( 53 ) 

wordly objefts, and according to the di- 

reftion of St. Paul, ^give ourfelves wholly to it. 

It will alfo preferve our zeal from dangerous 

excefs. Religious zeal hath often been pro* 

du6live of mifery to mankind: but tho' men, 

in other refpefts confeffedly good, have 

been the authors of fuch mifery; yet, in this 

refpett, they cannot be fuppofed to have 

had that continual regard to God vv^hich 

they ought: fince, had his nature and 

declarations been confulted with due fim- 

plicity of mind, one would imagine, they 

could not have thought fuch proceedings 

agreeable to a being of infinite goodnefs, 

and who requires us to be merciful as he is 

merciful. The truth is, perhaps, they, like 

other men, were rather too much influenced 

by the fpirit of the times in which they 

lived, and had not learned, what it is the 

diftinguifliing glory of the prefent age 

generally to underftand, that indifference 

E 3 and 

• I Timothy, ch, iv, v, 15. 
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and toleration are by no means neceffarily 
united. Tho' we have not now the power of 
proceeding to fuch extremities, nor fliould 
have their excufe if we had, yet a zeal not 
exerted under a continual fenfe of the 
Divine infpeftion, may hurry us into aftions 
very injurious at leaft to the caufe of re- 
ligion, if not to the property and perfons of 
our brethren: but when we have always 
in view the end of our converfation, party, 
prejudice, or hatred, will be likely to have 
little fway over us, and we (hall proceed on 
in our courfe, tho^ as burning yet as mild and 
Jieady lights. 

Secondly, a conftant regard to God 
will be neceffary to produce in us proper 
perfeverance ; without this, the warmeft 
zeal, regulated by the greateft prudence, 
will never attain its end : and there are fo 
many things unfriendly to it in the world, 
that the m^eans of fupporting it well deferve 

our 
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our regard. Not to mention the nati^al 
variablenefs or indolence, or the falfe fhanie 
of our awn minds, the incapacity and inat- 
tention of fome, the pleafure and profit of 
others, the pride and obftinacy of a third 
fort are opponents which it muft con- 
tinually encounter. When we have made 
the fincereft and perhaps moft painful 
endeavours to imprefs upon the minds of 
our people the momentous concern of the 
great truths of religion, we (hall frequently 
find no fmall number ftill ignorant and 
thoughtlefs, living without any rule of 
aftion at all. With others, immerfed in 
worldly cares and fenfual pleafures, lefs 
influence is to be expefted ; it may be, 
however careful we are not to give any. 
unneceflary offence, fome will be difpleafed 
with us, and count us their enemies, merely 
becaufe we fpeak the truth. . The pride and 
obftinacy of many is fuch, that, tho' they be 
not offended, and tho'. convinced of their 
E 4 error 
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error, they would rather continue in it, 
than allow themfclves to be direfted by the 
knowledge of another. And perhaps in 
this above all other refpefts, mqfi men have 
a fort of delicacy, which conceals the 
benefit they receive: nay, it is in fome 
meafure an unavoidable circumftance at- 
tendant on our profeflion, not to perceive^ as 
in others, the good effefts of our labour «r- 
creafe under our hands. The moral recovery 
of men is, for the moft part, very impercep- 
.tible ; and we muft wait tor the comfort of 
perceiving it, till it is gradually exhibited 
in the courfe of their behaviour. 

Now, throwing afide all meaner confider- 
ations, li feeing the Juccefs of our endeavours 
be our motive of condu£t, how foon fliall 
we defift from doing any thing more than 
what we may be puniflied for omitting? 
If goodnefs of heart and pity for our 
brethren engage us, how will they endure 

fuch 
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fuch continual difappointments, which will 
be the more fevere, the more fenfible we 
are of fuch amiable feelings ? We muft 
have fomething in view fuperior to either 
of thefe to animate and fupport us ; or our 
generous feelings will daily decline, till at 
length they fink into indifference ; and our 
exertions grow gradually more and more 
faint. But regard to God and our bleffed 
Redeemer, moving beyond the fphere of 
worldly obftacles, will, in proportion to 
our ability, have the fame effeft upon us 
which it had upon the firft preachers of 
chiftianity. It will teach us to bear with 
flownefs of apprehenfion in our weaker 
brethren, as God bears with our imper- 
feftions; and in this refpcft efpecially, as 
in others, ^ to condefcend to men of low eftate. 
§ As workers together with him^ we Jhall not 
defiji to bejeech men not to receive the grace of 

God 

^ Romans, ch. xii, v, x6. § 2 Cor. ch. vi. v. i. 
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God in vain ; but * whether they will hear, or 
whether they will forbear j to fpeak the Ian* 
guage of Ifaiah, § add precept upon precept^ 
line upon line^ here a little and there a little: 
remembering the warning of God to us by 
his Prophet Ezekiel, || we Jhall not ceafe to 
warn the wicked man from his wicked way, 
thd we incur his difpleafure thereby. Yet, as 
the '\fervant of the Lord mu^ not roughly fir rue \ 
we fliall be gentle unto all men, apt to 
teach, patient in meeknefs, inftrufting thofe 
that oppofe ; and, with St. Paul, endeavour, 
as far as our integrity will permit us, J to 
become all things to all men; humouring their 
tempers y and infenjibly difpelling their prejudices , 
tkat'we may fave fome. In a word, this 
principle will carry us on conftantly and 
evenly, % not weary in well doing : for tho' we 
fee not, to the extent of our wifhes, the 

* Ezekiel, cb. ii. v. 7, § Ifaiah, ch. xxviii. v. 10. 
5 Ezekiel, ch. iii. v. i?, f * Tim. ch. ii. v. 14.30425. 
I I Cor. ch. IX. V. %z, ^ Galations^ ch. vi. v. 9. 
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cfFefts of our labour here, in duefeafon we 
Jhall reap if we faint not. 

Lastly, as the refult of all, it will beget 
and fupport in us uniformity of condufit and 
behaviour^ by which we (hall, in the greateft 
degree, adorn the doEtrines of God our Saviour in 
all things^ and render ourfelves truly ufeful 
to our fellow creatures : from the want of 
which, men, of no fmall worth, have caufed 
offences to be taken againft the caufe of 
religion, and men of great abilities have 
done little good. Impreffed with this con- 
ftant defire of fpeaking and a£ling as in the 
fight of God, we (hall be careful, in both, 
to have the true interefts of our profeffion 
ever in view, never betraying in either, 
what may lower our efteem, or leffen our 
ufefulnefs. We fhall not only * do no evil^ 
but confcientioufly § abjlain from the very 

appearance 

f % Cor. ch. xiii. v. 7. § | TheiTalonsans, ch, v. ▼. %%• 
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appearance of it y nay, * take heed that our good 
be not evil fpoken of\ and labour to %let our 
light always Jo Jhine before men^ that they may 
fee our good works, and glorify our Father 
which is in Heaven. " For this and this only, 
to adopt the expreffions of an eminent pre- 
late,|| will keep up in our whole deportment 
that uniform decency and propriety, which 
will preferve us from every unbecoming 
fevity of behaviour and converfation; add 
weight to the dignity of our charaSlerSy and 
raife us above all the common meanejfes of merely 
fecular men.^* 

* Romans, ctt, xi^r. v. i6. § MattheWs ch. v. v. 16. 
I SeeBifhopPorteus'slifeof Arcbhiihop Sector, page^o^ 
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THYSELF. 



I 



T IS evidently the defign of the chriftian 
religion, not only to regulate the aftions of 
men, but alfo to change and improve their 
tempers and difpofitions. When this hath 
been efFefted by their fincere and hearty 
reception of the Gofpel, and the gracious 
afliftances of the Holy Spirit, (which is the 
perfeftion of the new birth, and the new 
creation,) all the outward expreffions of 

dutv 
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duty follow in due order and proportioii; 
But whilft men are influenced only by ex- 
ternal and diftant confiderations, their con- 
duft will ever be irregular and inconfiftent. 
And as this is the cafe of religious obedience 
in general, fo the duties of each particular 
branch will then only be performed as they 
ought, when the genuine virtue to which 
they belong is feated in the heart. And 
with refpeft to my prefent fubjeft, the 
relative duties, thofe which are owing from 
man to man, will never be difcharged 
uniformly and conftantly, until we feel for 
our fellow creatures the affeftion which is 
enjoined in the text : and if true brotherly 
love be really felt, the performance of all 
the focial duties will follow as its proper 
fruits. I purpofe therefore, firft, to flate to 
you the .nature of Benevolence, by ex- 
plaining what is meant by loving others as 
ourfelves, and then to point out the natnral 
confequences of this, affeftion. 

The 
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The Almighty hath implanted in each 
iiidividual a regard for his own happinefs, 
which fliews itfelf in conftant wifhes and 
endeavours to avoid what is painful, and 
to attain what may conduce to enjoyment. 
And as it was his defign, that a great part 
of our happinefs fliould arife from fecial in- 
tercOurfe, he hath alfo given us feelings to- 
wards our fellow creatures, which prompt 
us to confult their happinefs in like manner. 
But fuch is the condition of the world, that 
what will contribute to the good of others, 
frequently appears inconfiftent with our 
own eafe and enjoyment, to which our felf- 
love is continually prompting us to have 
immediate regard. And this principle of 
felf-love gains fo much ftrength, by afting 
upon us continually, and by the indulgence 
of our early years, before our benevolent 
affeftions begin to expand, that it generally 
acquires too great a fhare of influence in the 
human heart. For at firft we live the life 

of 
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of mere animals, and gradually rife to that 
which is rational and focial- It becomes 
therefore the bufinefs of reafon,as we acquire 
the power of confidering what paffes within 
us, and of direfiting the feveral propenfities 
of our nature, to counteraft this undue at- 
tention to ourfelves, which operates to the 
negleft, and fometimes to the injury of 
others, by. placing their feelings and con- 
cerns in the fame point of view, as that in 
which we confider ourfelves, and our own 
concerns. If we feel pain, we can confider 
that pain is the fame fenfation when felt by 
them. \(we feel pleafure, we can recoUeft, 
that pleafure and delight are equally de- 
fired by them. The confequence of this 
habit of contemplating the feelings of others 
is, that we regard their welfare as we 
unavoidably regard our own, and from 
our focial affeflion, as really wilh that they 
may avoid mifery, and obtain happinefs, as 
from our perfonal affefilion, we wifh that 

we 
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we may do fo ourfelves. In the degrees, 
indeed, of that warmth with which we re- 
gard others, and of that with which we re- 
gard ourfelves, there will be in moft perfons 
a confiderable difference ; as there is in the 
regard which we fliew for different perfons , 
as they fland in a nearer degree of con- 
nexion with us, or in one more diflant, as 
they interefl more or lefs the other feelings 
of our nature: But as we may be really 
interefled for feveral perfons, whom we 
love in different degrees, and whofe happi- 
nefs, we confequently defire with different 
degrees of earneftnefs, fo we may be as really 
interefled for others, as for ourfelves, whilfl 
yet we love ouirfelves the befl* You fee 
then, I hope, what is meant by loving 
others as ourfelves; it is entering into what 
concerns their happinefs and welfare, as 
truly as we enter into what concerns our 
own; entering into it, I mean with our 
Uoirts^ not coldly performing beneficent 
F aftions. 
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aftions, which fome would reprefent as the 
whole of Charity, as they reprefent the 
outward compliance with the divine com- 
mands as the whole of the love of God. 
But thefe meil furely forget that the out- 
ward aftion affefts our moral charafter, 
only as it is aii evidence of an internal 
feeling. In this way of ftating this precept, 
you perceive nothing extravagant or im- 
prafiticable, nothing but what may reafon- 
ably be niade a fubje6t of command, nothing 
but what in fome meafure, tho*, God knows, 
far fhort of what it fhoiild be, mankind in 
general experiences; and therefore, nothing 
for the minds of any to be ftartled at, as, I 
fear, is fometimes the cafe on hearing this 
command, from the want of confidering 
difpaffionately its true fenfe and meaning. 
You have alfd, probably obferved, that 
what has been offered in explanation of 
this virtue, is true altogether, independently 
of the religion of Chrift: And the reafon is^, 

that 
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that the feeds of it were originally planted 
in our nature by our gracious Creator, at 
the fame timei with the love which we bear 
to ouffelves: and the religion of Ghrift, 
gives us no new feelings, but only reftrains, 
cherifhes, or direfts, thofe which belong to 
our nature. It reftrains our inordinate felf- 
love, it cherifhes and dire£ts our love of 
our fellow creatures, and this in fo clear a 
manner, and with fuch afFefting confider- 
ations, as were altogether unknown before : 
it carries it to fo niuch grfeater extent, than 
unaffifted reafon could conceive, that the 
Chriftian love of our brethren^ juftly de- 
ferves to be called, as it is in the Holy 
Scriptures, a new commandment. I proceed 
to the particular effefts of this principle of 
Benevolence, reformed, exalted^ and ex- 
tended, into the Chriftian grace of Charity, 
It will lead us to rejoice with thofe that do 
rejoice, and to weep with thofe that weep. 
As the misfortunes of others will give us 
F 2 pain. 
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pain, tho' pain not attended by the Comfort 
of felf-approbation ; fo their fuccefs and 
profperity, will really add to our fatisfaftion 
and happinefs. Perhaps, this is not fo often 
the cafe, as we are fond of profefBng, nay, 
as we would willingly perfuade ourfelves, 
but it is a fuxe mean of judging, whether 
we do indeed poffefs benevolence of mmd 
or not. Our fympathy with others, in cir- 
cumftances of afBiftion, is naturally ftrooger, 
and not fo much reftrained by felfiih con- 
fideratiofts- And therefore, it is more com- 
mon to find perfons who compaflionate 
mifery, than thofe who really rejoice with 
the happy. And fince we muft frequently 
feel pain, from the various fuflferings of our 
fellow creatures, it feems that from meite 
regard to our owA enjoyment, we fliould 
endeavour to counterbalance it, by re- 
ceiving as much fatisfa£tion as we cai| from 
their fucceflfes. But real fyiUpatby is. an 
a£live principle, and \}x^t on the mind to 

ftrenuous 
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ftrenuou? exertions to promote the good 
and the comfort of others. It fuffers not ^ 
perfon to form private and independent 
fchemes of perfonal good, but whilft he is 
planning or purfuing what may appear to 
advance or gratify himfelf, it leads him to 
confider in what manner the interefts of 
others will be afFe£led, and if [poffibk, to 
plan his deftgns for his own happinefs in 
fuch a way, as to include rendering effential 
fervices to them ; and it will alfo regulate 
his exertions by the importance of things : 
it wiH prefer the real good of others to their 
imaginary good 'y the good of their fouls to 
their prcfent fatisfaftion ; the good of the 
public to the good of individuals: And on 
this account, it will afford a new motive 
for an exemplary attention to piety and 
virtue ; by which the moft good is done, in 
the moft lafting manner, to the greateft 
number of perfons. Nor will the benevo- 
lent man be inattentive to any thing in 
F 3 . which 
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which the fatisfaSfion only of others is con- 
cerned. That politenefs, which in the 
world too frequently occupies the place of 
charity, will allow men at times to fay and 
do what they are confcious may give lafting 
uneafinefs, at leaft to their inferiors, and 
to fuch as appear not to be of ufe to them 
in the promotion of their importance, their 
pleafurqs or their interefts ; or through in- 
dolence, to be guilty towards them, of 
inattentions which deeply wound their fee.r 
lings, tho* they dare not (hew it. And 
among perfons of worthier charafter, it is 
not uncommon to fee thofe who have a real 
defign of ferving others, in what they con- 
ceive to be matters of confequence, by 
little 2L&S of apparent unkindnefs or negleft, 
or perhaps by the very manner of con- 
ferring their favours, caufing to them mor^ 
real fuffering, than their good offices caji 
ever overbalance. They do not confider, 
that hum^n beings have minds, as well ^s 

bodies 
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bodies. The happinefs or milery of this 
h*fe, does not depend fo much upon great 
events, which feldom occur, as on a num- 
ber of little circumftances "Vfhich attend us 
every day, and almoft every hour: and this 
muft by no mean§ b^ forgotten by thofe who 
wifli to be the true benefaftors of their 
fellow creatures — but this will moft cer-r 
tainly be often forgotten, unlefs we have for 
others that feeling, which places ourfelves 
exaftly in their fituation. When once this 
becomes the habit of the mind, fo as for it 
to be done involuntarily, as occafions arife, 
every feeling of others will have its due 
confideration ; every perfon will have his 
due (hare of attention s every aftion in which 
others can be interefted, will be performed, 
in fuch a manner, as will exprefs the bene- 
volence of the mind, in the moft conciliating 
way which circumftances permit. 

F4 It 
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It is a precept of the chriftian religion, 
Bot only to be pitiful but alfo courteous. The 
world may teach the mode, the fpirit muft 
be learnt from the Gofpel of Chrift. Every 
truechriftian pofleffes that temper, which is 
the ground work of the charafter of the true 
gentleman. Obferve him then in all the 
various fituations of human life, heartily 
wifliing, carefully planning, and fincerely 
endeavouring to promote the good of man- 
kind in every refpeft, with Uniform at- 
tention and kindnefs, proportioned to the 
various claims of kindred friendfhip, ac- 
quaintance, neighbourhood, and country — 
loving and being beloved. 

There are, thank God, fometo be found, 
who make it their bi^kiefs to " go about 
doing good,'* aiid who have frequentiy the 
fuperior merit of continuing to do fo, amidft 
thje ungrateful fneers of men, too felfifli and 
narrow minded, to form a notion of their 

views. 
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views. Nor in order to difcover them, 
need we confine our fearch to perfons of 
fuperior affluence or ftation. Thefe indeed 
have moft power of benefiting their fellow 
creatures ; and every beneficent aSion 
which they perform, every common civility 
and attention which they beftow, come re- ^^B 
commended by fuch advantageous circum- ^^ 
ftances, that it is wonderful to fee fo many^ 
of them regardlefs of the comfort and fatis- 
faftion of others, as we do* And when 
they exprefs, as they ought, by condefcen-^- 
fion and kindnefs, a ehriftian regard for 
thofe beneath them, attending to their com- 
plaints, relieving their wants, and foftening 
their affliftions, it recalls to our view, by a 
ftriking refemblance. Job's employment of 
his profperity, ^* the bleffing of him that 
was ready to perifh came upon me, and I 
made the widow^s heart to fing for joy ; I 
put on righteoufnefs and it cloathed me, ray 
judgement was a robe and a diadem-" 
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But in every l]:ation, in the pooreft, and 
the meaneft, will reaj charity exhibit its 
influence, in all the little offices of neigh- 
bourhood arid domeftic intercourfe, and 
even in the manner in which men follow 
the humbleft ways of earning their daily 
bread. In ihort, as the whole bufinefs of 
life takes a new charafter without the par- 
ticulars of it being changed, by its being 
devoted to the fervice of God; fo every 
a£tion of focial intercourfe, altho' it con- 
tinues the fame in outward appearance to 
the eyes of worldly men, aflumes from this 
principle, the dignity of chriftian charity. 
And whoever would truly enjoy the prefent 
world, may draw from hence fuch fublime 
fetisfaftion, that all the common gratifi- 
cations fron^ which mankind in general ex- 
pert their happinefs, when compared with 
it, fink into nothing. Let us then con- 
tinually cultivate this bleffed difpofition, the 
feeds of which are plantqd in every ones 
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heart, by checking what is unfevourablc to 
its growth, and cherilhing whatever may- 
encourage it. Let us moderate our efti- 
mation of this world, in which alone there 
can arife that feeming oppofition of interefts, 
which is fo unfriendly to charity, by con- 
fidering the little value in reality of thofe 
things, on account of which, we give 
up the delightful fenfations of univerfal 
love, and condemn ourfelres to the internal 
mifery which is always occafioned by va- 
riance, enmity, and difcord; and by fre- 
quently extending our views to that better 
ftate, in which univerfal love will conftitute 
no fmall (hare of our enjoyment. 

Let us not in imagination, much lefs in 
converfation, indulge ourfelves in the plea- 
fure which our pride is too apt to receive, 
from dwelling upon the mifconduct or im- 
perfeftions of mankind, either towards our- 
felves or others, but on the contrary, ac- 
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cuftom ourfclves to obferve the pleafing 
features of their charaQers. One man will 
travel through a country, and return with 
deformities only impreffed upon his mind, 
whilft another will have found fomewbat 
to pleafe him in the wildeft and rougheft 
feenes of nature. 

Thus alfo may every chara.£ier be con- 
fidered in different points of view, wbiqh 
will have very effential eflfefts on our dtf- 
pofition towards it And wfeen we eK- 
perience feelings of an unamiable tendency, 
hi us compel ourfelves to aft contrary to 
the fuggeftions of the moment, the doing of 
which, if carried into an habit, will un- 
queftionably inftuente the ftate of our 
hearts. Above all, with our conftant and 
ardent prayers for this particular grace, 
** the very bond of peace and of all virtue," 
let ,us heartily pray, and earneftly endeavor 
to obtain that fupreme principle of conduft 
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and difpofition of foul, moft perfeftive of 
our nature, the reverential loveofGady as po- 
fTeffed of all perfeftion and the fource of all 
good, which has a direft tendency to refine, 
expand, and exalt our affeftions towards 
each other ; contemplating his goodnefs as 
difplayed in the common gift of the fame 
nature, the common prefervation of life, 
by the fame fatherly care, the common en- 
joyment of it by an union in the various 
gradations of fociety, and efpecially in the 
redemption of the whole human race from 
one common mifery, and the communi- 
cation to all of the fame glorious hopes; 
thus making us fellow members one- with 
another, of that myftical body, of which 
Chrift is the head. And if after all we 
fhould at any time feel ourfelves but in- 
clined to aft contrary to the diftates of 
Benevolence, let us recoUefl: the temper 
and the precepts of our bleffed Lord. On 
the altar of divine love which he has raifed, 

let 
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that fobriety and referve by which the con- 
du6l of our Saviour on the moft trying oc- 
cafions was uniformly diftinguiflied. When 
Socrates was condemned at Athens, he 
reafonably concluded, from the hiftory of 
his own countrv, as well as from the natural 
tendency of innocence and truth to prevail 
over malice and falfehood, that pofterity 
would do juftice to his metit : but that his 
notions of moral and religious truth would 
be embraced, and taught in his name under 
eveyy change of human affairs, was too 
arrogant an expeftation to enter into his 
mind; and yet, were we to confider the 
Grecian fage, and the founder of the chrif- 
tian religion, as vefted only with human 
authority ; we might perhaps, on a com- 
parifon of the nature of their doftrines, and 
of the circumftances peculiar to each of 
them, be juflified in faying, that fuch a 
declaration from the mouth of Socrates, 
would not have appeared fo extraordinary, 

as 
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as the wnrds of the text^ from the mouth 
of our Lord. 

Btrx diir Lord kriei*- tliat he came forth 
from God, and had power and authority to 
isftablifh doniinion, and glory, and a king- 
dom, that dll people, natioils, and lan- 
guages fhould ferve him • that his dominion 
fliould be an everkfting dominion^ which 
fliould not pafs away, and his kirtgdom, 
that which (hould not be deftroyed. That 
the gdtes of hell havef not prevailed againft 
the religion of Chrift, is i faft; that great 
obftacles havef been oppofed to it's progrefs, 
is a fa6l alfb ; that they Were fuch as muft 
have prevailed in the courfe of caufes and 
eiFefts, had it not been prote£led and con- 
duced by a power all wife and almighty, 
has been often and fairly proved. 

In what way this almighty power was ex- 
erted after the days of the apoflles, and how 
G long 
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long it fhewed itfelf in an extraordinary 
manner, has been the fubjeS of much dif- 
pute y but, as has been obferved, whether 
we extend its duration to a longer^ or limit 
it to a fhorter period, nay, were we not to 
avail ourfelves at all of the evidence from 
miracles, commonly fo called, the exiftence 
and progrefs of chriftianity, notwithfhmding 
every impediment, is in itfelf a miracle^ 
and affords a proof of its divine origin, to 
which, from it's nature, the procefs of time 
muft ^ve continually additional force* 

If, moreover, thofe very events which 
were in their obvious tendency moft im- 
propitious to it, have yet been the means, 
and, humanly fpeaking, the neceffary means 
of bringing it to the ftate in which it now 
exifts, the proof of it's divine origin, from 
the fuccefs with which it was propogated, 
will be inexpreffibly ftrengthened s for it 
belongs to God alone, to bring good out of 
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evil, and through a (feries of ages, to execute 
the gracious purpofes of his providence, 
by the operation of caufes apparently the 
moft adverfe to them* This laft point, is 
intended to be illuftrated by an enumeration 
of fome of the chief difficulties, which our 
religion encountered in it's infant ftate, and 
continued to encounter till the conmience- 
ment of the reformation, and by endeavour- 
ing to point out the good eiFefts with which 
they have been attended. 

Within a fliort time after our Saviour's 
afcenfion, the animofity of the Jews againft 
his Difciples, occafioned the violent death 
of the firft mvLTtyr, Saint Stephen; and raged 
fo vehemently againft the church which was 
at Jerufalem, that all, except the Apoftles, 
were fcattered abroad throughout the re- 
gions of Judea and Samaria. No event 
could promife to be more fatal to the infant 
church than, the early difperfion of its mem- 
G 2 bers. 
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bers, before they could have been well ia- 
ftrufiled in the principles of their religion. 
Yet to us, to whom the view of God in 
permitting this difperfion has been ex- 
plained by it's aftual confequences, it ap- 
pears to have contributed greatly to the 
enlargement of the church, perhaps to hav^ 
beeni eflfential to it's prefervation. Had the 
difciples been allowed to continue unmo- 
lefted at Jerufalem, th? chief priefts, at 
fome moment favorable to their purpofe, 
might have enflamed the paflions and pre- 
judices of the multitude, and, by inftigating 
them to the deftrufUon of the Apoftles, 
have at once annihilated thechriftianname: 
for though they had been obliged, becaufe 
of the people, to rdeafe Saint Peter and 
Saint John without punishment,, yet the 
popular opinion might tura'againft the 
Apoftles, as it had done in the cafe of their 
divine matter: but when, in co^fequence 
of this diCperfion on ^mt Slwphf a'^ <Jeath, 
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thofe who were fcattened abroad went 
every where preaching the word, and the 
people with one accord gave heed to them ; 
fuch an attempt, however compleatly exe- 
cuted, would no longer appear likely to 
effeO: their objeft, ignorant as they were of 
the particular ends which the Apoftles 
wer6 deftined to ferve : and this day poffibly 
account in fome meafure, for the Apoftles 
continuing -fo long in fafety in that very 
city to which SaUl was cbmmiffioned to 
bring thofe bound, whom he fhould find 
profefling the fame faith at Damafcus. 

The reluctance which the Jews in general 
(hewed to embrace chriftiariity, was, in a 
very ftriking inftance, eventually favorable 
to it's eftablifliment. If that people had re- 
ceived the gofpel readily, and their rulers 
had fupported it, the preachers of it vrould 
have immediately proceeded to propbgate 
it in other parts of the Roman empire ; 
G 3 this. 
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this, accompanied by fuch a change in 
Judea, would have foon alarmed the fuf- 
picious jealoufy of the government; the 
riling (eft would have appeared fo formi- 
dable, that meafures would have been early 
taken for it's utter extirpation; efpecially 
as the indignation with which the Jews 
fubmitted to the yoke impofed on them, 
and the erroneous notions they entertained 
refpefling the Meffiah,' were not unknown 
to their conquerors. But by the oppofition 
which the Gofpel met with among the 
Jews, to whom it was to be firft preached, 
the Apoftles were detained in Judea and 
the neighbouring countries; their proceed- 
ings were litle obferved, and lefs regiarded 
by the Roman government, as no alteration 
appeared in the conduft of the ruling 
powers at Jerufalem: and their followers, 
being cdhfidered only as a fe£t of the Jews, 
were tolerated till they had diffufed their 
dpftrincs into almoft every province of the 

empire. 
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empire. At length the attention of the em- 
perors was roufed, and the moft malicious 
infinuations were employed to exafperate 
them againft the followers of Ghrift, on one 
hand by the Jews, who faw the eftimation 
in which the ceremonial law had been held 
daily declining; and, on the other, by the 
heathen priefts, who in the prevalence of 
the new religion, beheld the fubverfion of 
their own. During above two centuries 
and a half, the chriftians enjoyed no affu- 
ranee of eafe or fafety, and frequently en- 
dured the moft dreadful fuiFerings of every 
fort: contempt, reproach, torments, and 
death, every where awaited the profeffion 
of the Gofpel, learning and fophiftry were 
exerted againft it. 

Such, indeed, is the nature of the human 
mind, that oppofition, and even perfecution, 
confirm ft in the principles which it has em- 
braced. And, as they never fail to intereft 
G 4 others 
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Others in the fateof fufFerers, who give fiich 
proof of their fipcerity^ they fometime^, 
imperceptibly, create a prejudice in favor 
of the principles thenxfelyes, which can 
render men fuperiqr to what is fo repugnant 
to human nature} accqrdir^gly it has beei^ 
founds toth in religious and civil conten- 
tion^, that many fefts ^d parties haye 
flourifheid under perfqcut^n, and whe;^ un^ 
noticed ^nd neglqfted, have drociped and 
died aw^y. Wq m^y therefore admit, th?^t 
a cqrt^in degree qf oppofition was favorable 
to the eaufe of chjriftiatvty ^t ^ts firl^ pro? 
mulgatiQn ; but it is contrary to common 
fenfe to fuppofe, that perfecution carried tq 
fuch qxtren^itie&, and continued through 
fuch a length of time, had a natural ten- 
dency to make^ men embrace it; nay, wq 
may reafonably conclude, that fame induce- 
ment, beyond the ordinary operation of thq 
motives propofed in the gofpel, waa neeef- 
f^ry tq cpuptera^ fuch dif^dvantages, and tq 
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prevail on perfon$ oi all defcriptions to eniT. 
brace and adhere to it, as we know they- 
did. But grievous ^s fuch feverities were 
to thpfe on whom they were inflifted, and 
inimical, while they l^fte4> tQ the prpgrefs . 
of chriftianity, they were the means of 
furqiftiing to ppfterity the ftrongeft proof of 
the truth of that religiQii they lyere intended 
to reprefs: for they qccafioned the moft 
rigorous inquiry into the evidence of it, 
both by thefe whp embraced, and by thofe 
^hp pppqfed it, and at a time when any 
fraud or defeft in that evidence could have 
bpen eafily detefled. As no fraud or defeft 
was difcovered, (fqr thofe who rejected the 
religion, admitted the fafts qn which the 
belief of it was founded, but perverfely at- 
tributed them to the moft improbable cau- 
fes) the fupport which is thus afforded to 
the hiftqry of the new teftament is fo con- 
fiders^ble, that the greateft enemies of our 
faith have fince^ as well as tl^en, been forced 
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to have recourfe to other modes of attack, 
inftead of attempting dire£Hy to difprove 
the hiftory; which done, the whole fyftem 
falls in pieces at once, which not done, all 
other objeftibns can be of little avail. 

While therefore, as partakers of the 
fame human nature, we fympathife in the 
fuiffering of the primitive martyrs, reafon 
tells us, that God, who in his appointed 
time, will recompence thofe fufferings an 
hundred fold, permitted his church to be 
thus aflailed by ftorms, to demonftrate at 
once to it's friends and enemies, the depth 
and folidity of it's foundations. Men took 
counfel together againft the Lord, and 
againft his anointed, but he that dwelleth 
in heaven laughed them to fcorn, and had 
them in derifion. 

Another advantage that refulted to the 
chriftian caufe from having been fo long 
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oppofed, was, that no pretence could be 
alledged, with the fmalleft probability, of 
its having been introduced to ferve any 
worldly purpofe; and alfo, that it was 
preferved by this means, from being cor- 
rupted in its infant ftate, by political 
or philofophical maxims. The different 
fchemes of Pagan theology, were all intro- 
duced and fupported by lawgivers and 
kings, and calculated to infpire a more 
awful fenfe of their authority. Even the 
Jewifti religion, as it was to be confined to 
one people, and to fubfift no longer than 
their ftate continued, was eftablifhed by 
fanftions of government, -though of an ex- 
traordinary kind: but the religion of Chrift, 
defigned to be coeval with the world, and 
to be preached throughout every region of 
it, had no fupport from human power, left 
it fliould appear to be in any degree depen- 
dent on that power, or to have been more 

particularly 
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particularly adapted to one fort of govern- 
ment than to another. 



Had the Roman emperor and fenate at 
once become converts to chriftianity, and 
taken it under their proteftion, the inter- 
pofition of God would have been lefs con- 
fpicuous; and we, who even now, in ex- 
prefs contradiftion to the whole tenor of 
hiftory, have heard fo often that our religion 
is only an inftrument of ftate, fliould never 
have been able to filence objeftions of this 
fort, and fhould indeed purfelves have wan- 
ted that irrefragable evidence to the con- 
trary which we now poffefs. At leaft, we 
fiiould not have had fo convincing a proof 
of the fincerity of the firft preachers of the 
gofpel, and of their having been aftuated 
by no motives of intereft or ambition. Nay, 
had the perfecution foon fubfided, fince 
intereft or ambition will fometimes lead 
men to encounter geat difficulties, where 

they 
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they have a profpeft of furviving theiil, 
this might have been faid of the Apoftles 
and other preachers of chriftianity. But it 
is to be remembered, that though they 
were fully affured of the final eftablifliment 
of chriftianity, fince their Lord had foretold 
it, they were precluded by the fame pre- 
diftions from any hope of feeing it. take 
place* Saint Peter for above thirty years, 
conftantly afted under the expeftation of 
a violent death, and knew the particular 
kind of death which he was to fufFer. 

There is alfo great reafon to think, that 
the confequences which aftually enfued on 
the converfion of Conftantine and of the 
philofophers, might have been equally oc- 
cafioned, and with more fatal effeft, had 
chriftianity obtained the prote6tion of the 
great and learned at a much earlier period. 
Had not the church been rendered cautious 
by oppofition and controverfy, and obliged 

to 
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to repel the cavils of its adverfaries, by 
Hating its genuine doftrines with cleamefe 
and precifion, the maxims and cuftoms of 
the world, and the inventions of fcience, 
falfely fo called, might infenfibly have been 
fo incorporated with the chriftian fyftem, 
that it would foon have become almoft im- 
poffible to reduce it to its original purity. 
Indeed it is difficult to fay what alterations 
or interpolations might not have taken place 
in the facred writings^ to anfwer the ends of 
ambitious and defigning men, or to fanftify 
the conceits of vifionary philofophers, had 
the fcriptures at once been given into 
their hands, and been diftributed through 
their means- Nay, had the Roman govern- 
ment only not oppofed the progrefs of the 
Gofpel, fuch an interchange ot rites and 
tenets might have taken place in the courfe 
of an unreferved and amicable intercourfe 
between Chriftians and Pagans, as would 
have caufed them to appear but like differ- 
ent 
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cnt fe£ls of the fame religion. Whereas 
now, the kingdom of Chrift, unaided by 
human learning during more than one cen- 
tury, unprotected by human power during 
ahnoft three, and yet continually extending 
its dominion, ftands eminently diftinguiflied 
from the kingdoms of this world ; and the 
fcriptures were preferred unadulterated in 
this ftate of feparation, till they were fo 
widely difperfed that any attempt to falfify 
them muft have been immediately dif- 
covered, and thus we have the teftimony 
of fa£ts, that our faith ftandeth not in the 
power of man, but of God. 

. But farther; befides thefe external dan- 
gers to which chriftianity was expofed on 
its firft promulgation, there was another, 
arifing from within, which threatened to be 
no lefs fatal to it. Many of the firft con- 
verts, both Jews and Gentiles, though con- 
vinciid by the fupernatural evidence which 
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accompanied the Gofpel, of its divine 
origin, retained prejudices fo inveterate, 
that they endeavoured to interpret its doc- 
trines in cortfiftency with thefe, inftead of 
making it their ftandard for corre£ting 
them. Not is. this niatter of furprife; for 
in the receptioti of revelation, men are left 
to the ufe of their riaturail powers, which 
are exerted as on other occafions ; not 
urged by an itrefiftible, or, if it may be fo 
called, a mechanical force. But, imder 
the providence of God, even error became^ 
fubfervient to the inveffigation and eftablifh- 
nient of truth : for had no fuch falfe notions 
prevailed, or had they not manifefted them- 
felves till after the days of the Apoftles, the 
epiftles of the new teftament would natu- 
rally have contained only direft inftruffions, 
and we fhould have miffed the advantage 
of fo cxa6l a fpecification, not only of what 
the truth is> but of what it is not : an ad- 
vantage of great importance, as might eafily 

be 
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te made appear fiom wliat relates to tKe 
opinions of the Judatifing Chriftians in Saint 
Paul's epiftles. In addition to the paflkges 
of a controveffial nature which are to be 
found in the facred writings themfelves, 
we have many works compofed by the 
moft refpeflable members of the primitive 
church, to which the fame erroneous 
opinions gave occafion; and though thefe 
may in fome inftances have been received 
with too implicit deference, tbey yet con- 
ftitute a very ufeful comment on the fcrip- 
tures, and, at the reformation in particular, 
were of great fervice in fettling the form 
and principles of our national church. 

At length, in the beginning of the fourth 
* century, chriftianity obtained the protcftiott 
of the fovereign power, and paflfed at once 
from the moft diftreffed fituation, as to out- 
ward circumftances, into a ftate of fecurity, 
opulence, and honour. This profperous 
H . condition. 
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condition, except during the fliort reign of 
one emperor, it enjoyed without inters 
ruption; and we cannot help remarking, 
though it is not ftri£tly within the limits of 
the fubjeft, the fulnefs of time when this 
happy change took place. For not long 
after, the northern nations made a for- 
midable irruption into the empire, and 
within two centuries deftroyed, throughout 
countries of immenfe extent, alnwft every 
monument of ingenuity and learning. Had 
chriftianity not enjoyed, previous to this 
unexampled revolution, fome interval of 
profperity, it could not have been fufficient- 
ly eftabliflied to furvive fo mighty a fliock ; 
it did more; it fubdued the favage con- 
querors who menaced it with extirpation ; 
it was tranfmitted by them to pofterity? 
disfigured indeed by fuperftition and cor- 
ruption, yet with its records fo intire as to 
afford the means of retrieving its purity in 
more enlightened times; and we fee it at 

this 
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this day fufficiently flourifliing, not only in 
the old world, but in the new, to juftify 
the moft implicit confidence in God's 
promife, that it fhall finally overfpread the 
whole face of the earth* 

May not this dreadful revolution alfa, 
which defolated Europe, and involved it 
for ages in the darkefl ignorance, be num- 
bered among thofe feemingly difaflrous 
events, which under the controul of pro- 
vidence, have ultimately proved beneficial 
to our holy religiori. Sudden tranfitions 
from diflrefs to profperity are feldom bom 
by individuals or focieties with due moder- 
ation. The church, after having fuilained 
perfecution with fuch unfhaken conftancy, 
was unhappily feduced by ambitious viewsr, 
and the fimplicity of the fcriptures was dis- 
figured by the fubtileties of a vain philofo- 
phy. The innovations of every kind whick 
found admiflion in the courfe of the fifth 
H ^ century 
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century were fo numerous, they were in- 
terwoven with fo much art, and maintained 
with fo much ingenuity, that, had the ftate 
of things which gave rife to them continued 
the fame, it would foon have become a 
difficult matter to difcover, and a hopelefs 
attempt to reform them. But the almoft 
total annihilation of learning, occafibned by 
the ravages of the Goths and Vandals^ 
though for a time it aggravated the evil, 
conduced, indire6lly at leaft, to the cure 
of it. It favored no doubt the fuccefs of 
Mdhiomet, and of the papal ufurpations; 
but the fuperftitions on which thefe were 
founded, were fabricated by perfons who 
prefumed fo far on the blindnefs of their 
contemporaries, that the firft dawn of re- 
turning knowledge detefted the unpofture ; 
(Ufptcion being once awakened, the whole 
fyftem of religious faith underwent an ac- 
curate inveftigaticm, in the caorfe of which 
Hie errors of the precedkg period, lefs 

grofs. 
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grofs, but not lefs pernicious, were dif- 
covered and expofed. 

It is curious to obferve, that as ignorance 
gave rife to fuperftition, and fuperftition to 
the moft defpotic power that was ever ex- 
ercifed over the minds of men, fo the exer- 
tion of that power, in an inftance, which 
perhaps of all others is the moft ftriking 
proof of its preponderant influence, tended 
eventually to the revival of learning, and 
by confequence to its own fubverfion. 
Nothing lefs than the afcendancy which 
the popes pofTefTed could have ftimulated 
to thofe rafh and fanatical expeditions, in 
which an objed: of no importance to the 
real intercfts of chriftianity, was purfued by 
means the moft inconfiftent with its princi- 
ples: they opened however a communi- 
cation with Conftantinople, where philofo- 
phy and learning of every kind had found 
an afylum. 

H3 The 
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The fortunes of that celebrated city, 
confidered with reference to the fame fub- 
je£l, are equally fingular. The removal of 
the feat of empire thither, to which its ag- 
grandifement was owing, was a meafure fo 
contrary to found policy, that we may 
perhaps be juftified in attributing it to the 
influence of an over-ruling caufe. Without 
fuch a provifion, the light of learning would 
have been extinguiflied ; it would have be- 
come extremely difficult, perhaps im- 
poflible ever to retrieve the hiftory of early 
times, and that unbroken feries of evidence 
which has convinced the ableft and moft 
fcrupulous inquirers of the truth of our 
religion, and which its adverfaries will 
never be able to overthrow. Conftantinople, 
having ferved this great purpofe, feems to 
have fulfilled its deftiny; it became in its 
turn the prey of a fierce and barbarous 
people ; but it is remarkable that its down- 
fi^U completed what its prefervation had 

begun ; 
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begun; the affrighted inhabitants fought 
refuge among nations confcious of the im- 
provement they had already derived from a 
tranfient intercourfe with them ; they carried 
thither the precious treafures of antierit 
learning; they wefe cheriftied as they de- 
ferved; under their culture the human 
mind once more began to expand; the fer- 
vice of God gradually became a reafonable 
fervice, it was difcoVered that the caufe of 
truth could not be promoted by fraud, 
however pioufly intended, and that reve- 
lation, to be refpe^ed, needed only to be 
thoroughly underftood. 

The conclufiou from thefe obfervations 
is obvious. That if fo many apparently 
adverfe events have been attended with 
beneficial confequences to the chriftian 
religion, we may humbly truft that other 
adverfe circumftances, which at prefent 
fubfift, (the long and extenfive prevalence 
H4 ^ 
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of mahometaniGn^ the remains of pap^J 
fuperftitions^ and the malignant fpirit of 
fcepticifm) will finally appear to have had 
a fimilar tendency. HithertQ experience 
ha£i fearfully and woiiderfully confirmed 
our Lord's prcnnife in th^ text : His fpirit 
and his power ftill watch over and prote^ 
his church ; and ij^ due feafon will boring 
it to that ftate of glorious perfedion of 
which the prophetic writings give affu- 
ranpe. When all the kingdoms of this 
world Ihall be the kingdorns of our God* 
and of his Chrift; when all the people fhall 
be righteous^ and knpw the Lord from the 
greateft to the leaft^ 
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SERMON V. 



St. Matthew, Ch. k%u. V. 37. 



THOU 5HALT LOVE THE LORD THY G0|> 
WITH ALL THY HEART, AND WITH ALL 
THY SOUL, AND WXTH ALL THY MIND.** 



As 



^S the chriftian religion was beftowed 
upon us by the Author of our nature, all 
its difcoveries and motives of adion are 
adapted to that nature — to the whole of its 
conftitution. That we may be influenced 
through the regard which we naturally 
bear to ourfelves, our fears are alarmed by 
the denunciations of endlefs mifery — our 
hopes are raifed and animated by the prof* 
pe^ and affurance of an happy and glorious 

immortality. 
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immortality. And fo long as we adhere to. 
our duty, from the confiderations which 
our hopes and fears fuggeft, we comply 
with the purpofe of providence in implan- ] 

ting thefe paffions in us, and guarding his • ^^ 

laws by their influence.— But that obe- 
dience, which proceeds from fear alone^ will 
ever be paid with reluftance ; that which 
flows from hope alone^ will be rendered as 
eafy and fparing, as (hall appear confident 
with the attainment of its objeft. And 
accordingly that entire refignation of our- 
felves to the divine will, which is evidently 
required by the Golpel, will be very im- 
pcrfeftly fecured by the threatenings and 
the promifes which religion announces to 
us. Even perfons of more improved tem- 
pers, without the influence of fome higher 
principle, will be too apt to recede from 
the trials of duty, when it calls them to 
the facrifice of prefent wiflies and gratifica- 
tions. — But to him, who loves the matter, 

no ' 
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no fervice appears grievous: every com- 
mand is obeyed readily, heartily, chear- 
fully. And the love of God, as he "is 
\: revealed to us in the Gofpel of Chrift, is 

^ -• that great, univerfal, and perfeft principle, 
vs^hich unites in itfelf the nobleft affeftious 
in the human breaft, which heightens and 
gives effeft to every other motive of duty, 
and has the moft powerful influence in the 
regulation ot the heart, from which our 
conduft flows. It is principally and emin- 
ently /ot/^, which muft produce and fupport 
a conftant and uniform compliance with 
the commands of the Gofpel, and make 
that compliance appear to be our prefent 
interefl: and our happinefs. 

I WILL endeavour therefore to ftate to 
you the nature of the love of God, by 
fhowing upon what it is founded, and to 
point out its obvious effe£ts. 

One 
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immortality. And fo long as we. adhere to. 
our duty, from* the confiderations which 
our hopes and /ears fuggeft, we comply 
with the purpofe of providence in implan- 
ting thefe paflions in us, and guarding his 
laws by their influence.— But that obe- 
dience, which proceeds from fear alone, will 
ever be paid with reluftance ; that which 
flows from Aope alone, will be rendered as 
eafy and fparing, as (hall kppear confiftent 
with the attainment of its objeft. And 
accordingly that entire refignation of our- 
felres to the divine will, which is evidently 
required by the Golpel, will be very im- 
pcrfeftly fecured by the threatenings and 
the promifes which religion announces to 
us. Even perfons of more impjoved tem- 
pers, without the influence of fome higher 
principle, will be too apt to recede from 
the trials of duty, when it calls them to 
the facrifice of prefent wiflies and gratifica- 
tions. — But to him, who lov€s the mailer, 
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no fervice appears grievous: every com- 
mand is obeyed readily, heartily, chear- 
fully. And the love of God, as he* is 
revealed to us in the Gofpel of Chrift, is 
that great, univerfal, and perfeft principle, 
which unites in itfelf the nobleft affeftions 
in the human breaft, which heightens and 
gives effeft to every other motive of duty, 
and has the moft powerful influence in the 
regulation oi the heart, from which our 
conduft flows. It is principally and emin- 
ently /ovCy which muft produce and fupport 
a conftant and uniform compliance with 
the commands of the Gofpel, and make 
that compliance appear to be our prefent 
intereft and our happinefs. 

I WILL endeavour therefore to ftate to 
you the nature of the love of God, by 
fliowing upon what it is founded, and to 
point out its obvious effedts. 

One 
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Oke fafe rule we may have, if we pleafe, 
to guide us in this and in all other matters 
relating to the concerns of man with God; 
and happy would it have been for religion, 
if that direftion had been duly attended to — 
I mean common fenfe. And this obfer- 
vation is equally applicable to thofe petfons 
who have deformed the duty we are con* 
Cdering, by extravagant and enthufiaftic 
raptures, totally unfuitable to the natures 
God and Man ; and to thofe who deny to 
the Author of all perfeftion, and the fource 
of all good, any affeftion of the human 
foul warmer than bare reverence and ad* 
miration. — Love is the fame afFe£lion in 
kind, whether it have Man or God for its 
obje6t; only, when directed to God, re- 
fined and exalted in proportion to the 
(pirituality of his nature, and tempered 
with that fuperior awe, with which crea- 
tures, and efpecially finful creatures, muft 
ever contemplate perfect holinefs and in- 
finite 
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finite power. — It is always founded upon 
an opinion of excellence in the objeft of it: 
and when raifed to its higheft degree, this 
opinion of excellence is joined to a fenfe of 
kindnefs towards ourfelves. Imagine your- 
felves well affured, that in a far diftant 
country there lives a perfon endowed with 
every perfe£tion of human nature, and em- 
ploying every bleffing of human life to the 
beft and nobleft purpofes. Superior to his 
fellow creatures both in the natural and 
acquired graces of mind and body, exalted 
in rank, abounding in wealth, never indul- 
ging himfelf in any thing wrong, and con- 
ftantly employed in doing what is right, 
fober, pious, humble, meek, gentle, bene- 
volent, beneficent. Could you forbear 
loving fuch a perfon, tho' the effeft of his 
virtues neither did, nor ever could reach 
f ou ? Would you not think of him with 
pleafure? Would you not defire to be like 
him? Could you avoid wifhing for an op- 
portunity 
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portunity of (hewing fuch a perfon fome 
mark of your regard? and if you had an 
opportunity, would you not endeavour to 
do what you know would give him fatis- 
fafilion ? — ^Imagine now this fame excellent 
perfon to be mod intimately conn^fted with 
you, to be your proteftor, your father, 
your friend, ever confulting your welfare 
and happinefs, and continually conferring 
upon you important favors; by means of 
which you found yourfelves pafling on 
thro' life, not only in the midft of prefent 
comforts and delights, but with the hopes 
and profpeft of their being perpetually 
mcreafed ; what feelings would then arifc 
in y^our minds towards him? Would you not 
really and heartily love fuch a perfon ? In 
the former cafe, upon the fuppofition of 
your having no intercourfe or connexion 
with him, you would love him on account 
of his excellence — In the latter cafe, fen- 
fi]ble of his kindnefs to you, you would 

love 
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love him, both on account of his excellence, 
and on account of the benefits you received. 
You have been before me I doubt not, in 
applying what has been faid oi a kuman 
charafter to God, who is perfeftron itfelf, 
and the fource of all good, from whofe 
mercy and bounty you are continually re- 
ceiving more than either you can deferve or 
you can defire. At lead if you will do this, 
you will at once not only fee the nature of 
the true love of God, but find irrefiftible 
inducements fuggefted to you, to love your 
heavenly Father with all your hearts, with 
all your minds, and with all your fouls. 

Of the perfe£lions of God, either natural 
or moral, we can form no conception, but 
by coUefting whatever is great, powerful, 
wife, beautiful, good amongft men, and 
adding to it all poffible extent, and leaving 
out all poflSble defeft. Il: is an objeft too 
vaft for the comprehenfion of the human 

underftanding — 
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underftanding — ^too far elevated above the 
underftandings of Angels. But it is an ob- 
je£l as real as any objcft which falls ever 
fo much within the comprehenfion of our 
minds> as the perfeftions oi that human 
charafter of which we have taken a furvey. 
Na/y without the real exiftence of fuch 
incomprehenfible perfeftion as we afcribe 
to God, nothing great, powerful, wife, 
beautiful, or good, could have exifted at 
all. But tho* we know not how, by 
fearching to find out the perfeftions of the 
Almighty, yet of the effefts of thofe per-' 
feSions we are abUy if we will confider at 
all, to form fome notion; indeed not a 
Jugtcient notion; for the love of God paffeth 
knowledge, and we can never be duly 
fenfible of his mercy to his unworthy 
creatures. 

, From nothing hath he called us mXo 
being and made us what we; are> given us 

the 
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the. various faculties and powers both of 
mind and body, with which we are fur- 
niflied, capable of being employed to many 
excellent and valuable purpofes ; placed us 
in a world abounding with objefts fitted to 
afford us enjoyment and delight, with none 
but what may in one way or other con- 
tribute to our real Welfare ; made even our 
greateft evils fubfervient in the end to 6ur 
^reateft happinefs ; his eye is perpetually 
watching over us, and his hand ftretched 
out in our proteftion, notwithftanding our 
ungrateful riegleft and forgetfulnefs of 
our benefa£lor ; and notwithftanding our 
repeated provocations, he is ever pouring 
out his favours and benefits upon us. 

From what are called the natural bleflings 
of God, let us turn our thoughts to the 
wonders of his grace : confider what k 
really is to have all oiir lins and d^fefts 
forgiven 5 to have a clear and authorita,tive 
I declaration 
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declaration of our duty; to be aflured of 
having all our concerns under the care and 
direftion of infinite wifdom, goodnefs, and 
power; to receive continual fuggeftions 
and afliftance from the Holy Spirit; and 
to know that our mortal bodies fhall be 
raifed from the grave, glorious and immor- 
tal, that we may have our perfefl con- 
fummation and blifs both in body and foul 
in God's eternal and everlaffing glory. To 
complete all, let us look unto Jefus the 
author of our faith ; view there perfeflions 
in human nature, and kindnefs towards us, 
in every thing he fpake, did, or fufFered. 
And now I truft that nothing further is re- 
quifite to illuftrate the nature of the love of 
God, and to fhew that that afFe£lion is 
founded on a perfuafion of his perfeftions 
and of his goodnefs to us. And as to its 
being the prevailing fentiment of our minds, 
it lieceflarily follows from the fuperior ex- 
cellence of the objeft to all others ; and 

the 
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the fuperior degree of favor which we haive 
experienced, and which we are allowed 
ftill to hope for, from him. 

; It is the watit or deficiency, of faith and 
attention, which makes the love of God 
appear fo difficult to be apprehended by 
.the: generality of mankind. From a real 
faith and due attention to the -perfeftioris 
amd goodnefs x^f God, that, hearty and fu- 
pr^miQ regard to him> which is. called the 
lovQ qS God, follows in like :mahrier, as 
lpye]fQi;..what appears to Us excellence in 
anyt human object, from an intimate ac- 
qpSMUtance with that objeft, and eStperiencc 
of: its kindnefs toV^ards us, 

I PROCEEP now to ftate to you the efFe^s , 
of this principle. 

And firft— He who poffeffes it, will have 

great fatisfaftion and delight from thinking 

I z that 
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that there is ftrch a being, the author and 
fupporter of his exrftence, who goveriafc the 
univcrfe, and is ever moft iiltima;Cely pre- 
fent with him. The confideration of God^s 
continual infpeftion is to moft pdrfon* the 
fource of melancholy dread-— ^nd tto "Vrofi- 
der ; for almighty power and infinite Wif- 
dom, undirc£led by goodnefs and kiildttefs 
to us in particulatry is an objeflt which it is 
impoffiblc to contemplate wi^hi^ut tbe fed- 
Ihigs of awe aiid depfeffic^n ; attd filfefe is 
the light in which G(5d appears to th6fe 
whofe hearts hate not eXpetltMtA this 
principle. But what higb ahd fefittfed fiitis- 
fa0:ioa:dods he kel ^hb (yAYn Ihy 6pm hh 
every defign and th^tight to perffe^ godd^ 
nefs, and fovereign wifdom, and power, 
and rejoice that there i^ ^ feeitig 6f ftich 
perfections to take notice df ^eift. 

Seconixlt— ^From fiich coiiedj)tiort» o. 
God> foltoWs ^ ^Villifigfle*^ «d <>b*)r him iin 

every 
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every thing, and a thankful fatisfa£lion in 
every difpenfation of his providence. We 
Qxall oiH: fiad any relu3ance in complying 
with, the divine will; thinking every ex- 
cmptio0 froim duty juft fo much gained to 
our biSippincfs. Our obedience will be 
ready and cbearfuJ, not extorted .by the 
Haere force of authorky grievous to our 
nature ; our wlwde hearts will be in the 
farice whidi we render to our beloved 
mafter and kind father; as ^bon as we 
know his -will, we fliall haften to comply 
with it, from feelings of efteem and grati- 
tude; affumog ourfeJycs that every reftraint 
is frjom fomewhat which would upon the 
whole be hurtful to us, and every injun£lion 
neceffary in fome way to complete our 
final happinefs; nor will the difpenfations 
of providence wear their ufual appearance 
to our minds: for confidering every dif- 
appointment and affliftion as coming from 
him, of whofe perfe£Uons and of whofe 
I 3 goodnefs 
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goodnefs towards us we have fo deep a 
fenfe, we fliall receive it as neceflary cor* 
reftion, and as wholefome medicliftj-''t:o 
cure the diforders of our fouls ; and thro* 
the whole courfe of the changes and chances 
of this mortal life, we (hall be fully affured 
that we are proceeding on, juft in that line 
of exiftence, and with that degree of en- 
joyment, which will in the end advance the 
great good of the whole frame of creation, 
and our o#n perfonal happinefs in par- 
ticular. Thus we fhall feel the reafonable- 
nefs of thofe paffages in holy fcripture, 
which exhort us to rejoice in tribulation, 
and to be thankful for every thing, good or 
bad : for the time paft, we fhall be glad 
that we have fufFered, and for the time to 
come, we fhall choofe to fuffer what may 
yet be necefTary to promote the improve- 
ment of our moral nature, and confequently 
muft recommend us to him whom we love, 
and wifh mod to pleafe. 

Thirdly — 
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Thirdly — Another confequence of this 
principle is, a conftant endeavor to pro- 
mote the glory of our maker. I doubt not 
but many perfons hear with furprize fuch 
declarations of holy fcripture, asiwrhether 
ye eat or drink or whatever ye do, do all 
to the glory of God — /• e, order your whole 
converfation of every kind with a view to 
God and the promoting of his glory among 
men : but with thofe who love God, this 
injun£lion raifes no furprize ; #hey unavoi- 
dably pay him fuch attention. It is the 
natural property of love when it prevails in 
the mind, to have continual regard to its 
obje£l \ every thing which concerns that 
obje£l is of confequence. We imperceptibly^ 
form our minds, and regulate our condufl 
with an eye to what will appear pleafing or 
difpleafing in his fight ; and it affords an 
high fatisfaftion, to confider what we do as 
contributing to his advancement or pleafure. 
Love produces fimilar effefts when applied 
1 4 to 






( I20 ) 

to God : thofe who love him undertake 

and carry on their feveral worldly ciriHng* 

as his work, not with eye fervice aiinM!n 

pleafers, but in finglenefs of heart fearing 

God. raey enjoy what comforts and fatjs- 

faftions they have as his gift, and are per- 

petually^onfidering what effefil their whole 

conduft and appearance has in promoting 

or hindering tlie progrefs of true religion 

and go0nefs in the \^rld. They are very 

careful not to do any thing even in their 

moft unguarded hours, or to fay any thing 

in their freeft converfation which can have 

a bad tendency; they confcientioufly ab- 

% ftain from all appearance of evil. Where- 

ever fituation or connexion can give weight 

to their influence, they exert it heartily in 

favor of religion ; they are anxious to have 

their children and families in particular 

taught the true principles of our holy faith, 

and to prevail on them to follow thofe 

principles in their temper and conduft : 

they 
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they let their light fo fliine "before men, that 
they^'maty^Hfee their good works and glorify 
their^ififctller which is heaven. And they 
reap the highcfl: pleafure from any gratifi- 
cations or accomplifliments which they may 
poflcfs in a fuperior degree to the reft of 
mankind, if by their means they can render 
true chriftian goodnefs more pleafing and 
attraftlve in the eyes of the world. Atten- 
tion to all this, would be an hard and irk- 
fomc taflc, and have the appearance of 
unnatural conftraint, without fuch a prin- 
ciple as the lov£ of God operating in the 
heart ; and accordingly it appears to the 
worldly minded no better than the effefh 
of enthufiafm, and is accounted to afford 
nothing but melancholy fear> but it natu- 
rally follows from this djvine affeftion. It 
is the fure effefil of the cooleft reafon em- 
ployed upon confidering the whole of things 
in their largefi extent, and it affords a pleafure 
to the mind which no words can exprels. 

For 
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For even the moft common and moft labo- 
rious employment becomes under its in- 
fluence the fource of fatisfaftioni it is in 
truth the grand fecret which removes the 
infipidity fo generally attendant upon all 
human poffeffions, and conlequently the 
true way to the real enjoyment of the 
prefent world. 

Another efFe£t of the true love of God 
deferving f)articular notice is the fincere 
love of our fellow creatures. Independent 
of the tendency we have to imitate what 
we love, and confequently to follow the 
univerfal benevolence of our heavenly fa- 
ther, the contemplation of the divine per- 
feftions raifes the mind above all the narrow 
views of felf love, which counteraft our 
natural feelings towards our fellow crea- 
tures, and opens it to the perception of 
every thing excellent in the whole compafs 
of nature : and the fenfe of the kindnefs of 

our 
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our heaevnly father towards us, Tpreads a 
peculiar tendernefs over the heart ; fo that 
there is an habitual propenfity to love 
whatever is amiable of any fort in our fellow 
creatures, and, where we cannot love, to 
pity ; hence we unavoidably become in^ 
tcrcfted in every thing which concerns tlie 
welfare, the enjoyment, or the comfort of 
others : we weep with thofe that weep, and 
rejoice with thofe that do rejoice. And 
what will be the effefts of fuch a temper of 
mind in all the nearer relations of life or in 
the common intcrcourfe of the world, I 
need not mention : in every thing impor- 
tant or trifling, the behaviour will bear thie 
unaffeftcd marks of fincere good will. 

Lastly — The fure eflfeft of fuch a prin* 
ciple thus operating upon our minds and 
influencing our conduft, will be a pro- 
grefl[ive improvement in the habits of real 
goodncfs, and a conftant regard to another 

world 
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world in which our love will be perfefted, 
?nd confequently perfect our enjoyment. 
The more we love God, the more we fhall 
defire and endeavour to be like him, and 
the more we ftudy to be like him, the more 
will our afFcftioas be fixed upon that ftate 
where we (hall fee him as he is-, and from 
feeing him as he is, the more we fliall love 
him, and the more we do this, the happier 
we fhall be. Who can form the moft dif- 
tant notion of that exultation of heart 
which will arife from the real view to 
which we fhall be admitted of perfeft ex- 
cellence, and our feeling, pafl all doubt> 
that this perfeft excellence will be the 
fource to us of unalloyed happiuefs for 
ever and ever ! 

. Ani> now how blefTed mufl be the con- 
dition of that man, who finds himfelf going 
on from one degree of flrength to another, 
animated with increaling earneflnefs to ap- 
pear 
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pear in the beauty of hdinefs before God 
in the heavenly Jerufalem; conlidering this 
world and the next, only as different parts 
of the fame plan and conftitution of things. 
Here he is travelling, there he will be at 
home, like a traveller, enjoying chearfully 
all the real fatisfa£tions he meets with on 
the road, and following the heceffarybu- 
finefs of it with alacrity, having however 
his eye fixed on the end of hrs journey, fo 
as not to be prevented from arriving at his 
home nOr impeded in his progrefs. Surdy 
it is not poffiblc to form in our minds a 
character more exalted and full of digriitj^ 
^han this?-^any lefs troubled and difcon^ 
pofcd by adverfe accidents and difappoinf- 
ments ? or any which enjoys the moft com- 
mon gratificatbns of human nature \tith 
greater reKih, or has a more exquifite fehfe 
of the more refined ?—Strch a ehara£iei: 
otight every Ghriftiaii to be 3 fttch a eharae- 
ter, as you have feen, the chriftiaft love df 

God 
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God will produce. Do any. of you con- 
fider this chriftian love of God as unattain- 
able ? — ^It is only becaufe you have not 
fincerely and earneftly endeavoured to at- 
tain it. If you v^'ould accuftom yourfelvcs 
to think upon God as what he is, and truly 
endeavour to qualify yourfelves for thinking 
of liim with pleafure, to love him would 
follow of courfe. It is not a new fentiment 
to which youf hearts are ftrangers: you 
are acquainted with botli the affefiUop and 
the objeQ: of it. The love of goodnefs is 
jiatural to. the human foul^ and, ^hpwcver 
pverpowered. by the corruption of pur na- 
tvire, experienced in fome degree by every 
©ae- 

It is only neceflary therefore to abftraft 
the mind a little from the influence of ex- 
ternal objefls, and to encourage our higher 
and more refined fenfibilities j it is only to 
raife in pur hearts the fame affefltiqps, 

which 
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SERMON VI. 



Psalm, ciiL F. 2. 



•* PHAISE THE lord! O MY SOIfL, AND 
FORGET NOT ALL HIS BENEFITS.'* 



HERE is no quality in the human 
charaj6ier, which we more efteem than 
gratitude; nor do we confine ourfelves to 
efteem only, but are toongly difpofed to 
fliew> towards thofe in whom we find it, 
all poffible attention and kindneis: on 
the contrary, ingratitude raife* general ab- 
horrence, and eifeflually prevents any freih 
marks of our favor. 

E If 
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on your minds, confirm your refolutions 
and animate your endeavours 3 by habitual 
and earneft private prayer, by the attentive 
reading of God's holy w^ord, (applying 
what you read to yourfelves) and by devout 
attendance upon the public offices of the 
church, and (with the affiftance of the di- 
vine grace which you thus will certainly 
receive) you will find the ufe of thefe moans 
producing in your hearts continually a grea- 
ter and a greater degree of the love of God. 




SERMON 
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our happiriefs, upon whofe merey and good- 
nefs all that we have or hope for depends. 

And the beft of us would do well to afk 
our hearts frequently, whether we uniform- 
ly retain fuch a fenfe of God's goodnefs to 
us as as we ought ? Religion is too often 
confidered in a forbidding point of view, as 
filling the heart with melancholy fuggeftions 
and defponding terrors; but this is men's 
own fault, becaufe they will view it on 
the dark fide ; let them accuftom them- 
felves to behold it in its bright and genuine 
afpeOrv let them exercife their minds in 
contemplating the goodnefs of the Lord ; 
let them cultivate in their breafts the feel- 
ings of love and gratitude for the bleffings 
they experience, and then, to cherifh a fenfe 
of his fatherly love, to utter forth his praifes 
with joyful tongues ifrom the fulnefs of their 
hearts, to regard him in all they do, will 
be confidered not merely as their duty, but 
K 2 z$ 
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If this be the cafe in the little concerns 
which pafs between man and man : if the 
fmall degree of goodnefs which we poffefs, 
leads us to be thus pleafcd with a grateful 
mind, and to feel fuch abhorrence of the 
contrary, — ^how do the great and number- 
lefs bleflings which the Almighty has be- 
ftowed upon us call for our thankfulnefs 
and praife. And how difpleafing in the 
fight of infinite goodnefs muft that heart be, 
which is infenfible to them : and yet thofe 
bleflings which are conftantly and regularly 
enjoyed, are too apt to lofe their influence on 
our gratitude, from the very circumfl:ances 
which ought to heighten their value, — 
their fi'equency, and familiarity. There are, 
indeed, men to be found of the mofl: amiable 
difpofitions towards their fellow creatures, 
who would fliudder at the thought of neg- 
lefting an earthly benefaftor j who yet al- 
together forget without any fenfe of fliame 
or notion of guilt, the great fountain of all 

our 
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our happiriefs, upon whofe mercy and gdod- 
nefs all that we have or hope for depends. 

And the beft of us would do well to afk 
our hearts frequently, whether we uniform- 
ly retain fuch a fenfe of God's goodnefs to 
us as as we ought ? Religion is too often 
confidered in a forbidding point of view, as 
filling the heart with melancholy fuggeftions 
and defponding terrors; but this is men'& 
own fault, becaufe they will view it on 
the dark fide ; let them accuftom them- 
felves to behold it in its bright and genuine 
afpeQrjr let them exercife their minds in 
contemplating the goodnefs of the Lord ; 
let them cultivate in their breafts the feel- 
ings of love and gratitude for the bleffings 
they experience, and then, to cherifh a fenfe 
of his fatherly love, to utter forth his praifes 
with joyful tongues from the fulnefs of their 
hearts, to regard him in all they do, will 
be confidered not merely as then: duty, but 
K 2 as 
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as the privilege of their nature, their honor, 
their happinefs— Praife the Lord ! O my 
foul, and forget not all his benefits. 

The benefits conferred by God on man, 
to which I will endeavor to direft your at- 
tention at prefent, are thofe which arc 
mentioned in pur daily fervice, under the 
heads of our creation, our prefervation, and 
all the bleffings of this life. Were it in my 
power to give you the moft imperfeft 
notion of the ftru£lure of the human body, 
of the minute exafilnefs with which the 
almoft innumerable parts of it, and all of 
them anfwering fome ufeful purpofe, are 
adjufted, and the manner in which their 
different operations are carried on for the 
ends of exiftence and enjoyment: no heart 
can be fo infenfibic, as not to be ftruck with 
admiration and love at the wonderful marks 
of wifdom and goodnefs difpiayed in our 
.formation. 

From 
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From the body, let us turn our thoughts 
to the fuperior part of our nature, the foul : 
confider the various powers of the under- 
ftanding, aflfeftions, and will, and, what 
refults from them, that diftinguifliing moral 
fenfe with which we' are endowed; raifing 
our nature to fuch a degree of excellence 
as places us in the fcale of exiftence but a 
little lower than the Angels, and renders 
us capable of the fublimeft fatisfaftions. 
The power of fearching out and difceming 
right from wrong, truth from falfehood, of 
direfting our affeftions and purfuits to 
worthy and appropriate objefts, and of re- 
ceiving delight from felf approbation, was 
intended to be the diftinguifliing privilege 
of man. And tho' unhappily, through the 
tranfgreffion of our firft parents, and much 
more through our own negleft and mif- 
management, our underftandings are in a 
great degree darkened and impofed on, our 
affeftions difordered and mifplaced on im- 
proper objefts, our wills averfe from what 
K3 is 
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is good, and prone to what is evil, and the 
natural fenfe of right and wrong becomes 
weak and confufed ; yet, ft ill the principles 
of true wiidom, of delight in goodnefs and 
excellence, of virtuous purfuits, pffelf en- 
joyment, are, by the mercy of God, pre^ 
ferved, and lay the foundation of our re- 
covery from this difordered ftate, thro* the 
gracious provifions of the Gofpel of Chrift. 
By thefe powers of the foul, we enjoy all 
the fatisfaftions of thought and reflection ; 
by thefe, a thoufand means of increafing the 
enjoyments of life are found out and ufe- 
fuUy applied i by thefe, we reap all the 
pleafures of love, friendfliip, and focial in- 
tercourfe ; and by thefe, we are made fen- 
fible of the ^xiftence and perfefitions of our 
great and glorious Creator, and are enabled 
to offer up to him that adoration and ptaife 
which chiefly diftinguiflies us from the reft 
of the creation : and further, our fouls 
are not fubje£t to decay or diflblution, but 

whent 
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when our bodies are mouldering in the duft, 
they will ftill retain their being and their 
powers ; they are immortal^ and nothing can 
fliorten or deftroy their exiftence, but that 
almighty Being who firft created them, and 
who, as he is unchangeable, the fame 
yefterday to day and for ever, we may be 
fure will not. 

Can we now confider what we are, with 
what wonderful contrivance our bodies are 
formed, and what noble faculties our fouls 
poffefs, and not have the deepeft fenfe of 
the goodnefs of that great and gracious 
Being, from whom we derived our exif- 
tence ? Can our fouls forbear praifing him 
for the benefit of our creation ? — But our 
prefervation no lefs calls for our thank- 
fulnefs and praife. 

When the various parts of the human 

frame are confidered, and the number of 
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thofe delicate fibres, which are neceffary ta 
the prefervation of life, and yet are capable 
of being difordered by the flighteft accident, 
we ftand amazed at the continuance of our 
being, and fenfible how unable we are of 
ourfelves to fecure them from injury, and 
even to guard againft the external annoy- 
ances to which we are expofed ; we are led 
to acknowledge with the utmoft lowlinefs, 
that it is through the Lord that we have 
been holden up ever fince we were bom, 
and that he only can nlake us dwell in 
fafety. And this is the cafe not merely with 
refpeft to our bodies, but the health and 
peace of our fouls alfo depend upon the 
fupport of God's providence. If we have 
ever feen the moft melancholy fpefilacle 
which human eyes can behold — one of our 
fellow creatures deprived of the due ufe of 
his reafon, we fhall not need any arguments 
to convince us how ineftimable a blcfBng it 
is to poifefs a found mind, altho^ like the* 

blefling 



i 137 ) 

bleffing of bodily health, it be but little 
confidered by the generality of mankind. 
The fame in proportion is true of all the 
other faculties of our foiils ^ on God's fup- 
port they all depend : were that withdrawn 
for a moment, confufion would enfue; But 
our gracious Father's goodnefs fhews itfelf 
alfo in the manner in which our being is 
continued to us. 

This globe upon which we are placed, 
is furnifhed not only with things neceffary 
for our fupport, but with numberlefs com- 
forts and delights ; indeed there is fcarce 
an objca which ferves barely for ufe, and 
has not in fome degree the power of affor- 
ding us pleafurc : we feldom confider, per- 
haps, how much the goodnefs of God is 
manifeft in the plcafure which attends our 
taking in our daily food 5 in the prevalence 
of agreeable fmells over thofe which are 
difagrccable ; of harmonious and fvveet 

founds 
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founds above thofe which offend the earj 
in furfaces which are pleafing to the touch j 
and in the effects of light and colour on the 
fight. We can eafily imagine how all the 
purpofes neceffary to our exiftence might 
have been attained, without thofe agreeable 
fenfations which are annexed to them, 
and muft therefore allow thofe pleafing cir- 
cumftances to be an additional proof of the 
goodnefs of God. Our daily food might 
have equally fupported us, tho* it had the 
fame effeft upon our palate as the moft 
naufeous medicine ; our fmell might have 
ferved to affift us in difcovering the qualities 
of things, tho' we had never been gratified 
with the fcent of the rofe ; the neceffary 
purpofes of hearing had been anfwered^ 
tho' every tone of the human voice, every 
iound uttered by bird or beaft or occafioned 
by inanimate things, had been harfh and 
grating; our feeling might have contributed 
to fecure us from injury, and affifted us to 

form 
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form juft notions of the Hze and Qiape of 
thmjTS, tho' the touch pf the fofteft down 
had been like that of the rougheft ftone; 
and our eyes might have given us every 
requifite benefit of fight, tho' we had never 
viewed the glory of the fun, the majeftic 
grandeur of the heavens, the varied verdure 
of thelandfcape, or the ftupendous expanfe 
of the ocean 5 in fliort every necefTary pur- 
pofe pf the produftions of nature might have 
been effefted for our exiftence without thofe 
various fources of delight with which they 
are accompanied. 

If from the natural produ6lions of God's 
providence for our being and welfare, we 
tifcend to the confideration of focial inter- 
courfe ; of the afliftances and pleafures 
which we receive from the various arrange^ 
ments of regular government and civil fub- 
ordination ; how the combined powers of 
mind and body, of intelleft and ftrength 

are 
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are duly exerted in the promotion of general 
fecurity, order, and happinefs ; how our 
afFcftions are foftened and improved; how 
every faculty of the human foul is drawn 
forth and exercifed on its fui table objefl: : 
the hidden properties ot the animal, vege- 
table, and natural world, fearched out and 
applied to the ufes to which they are adap- 
ted J how we reap from them by far the 
greateft part of the refined delights which 
fpring from the feveral connexions of life^ 
of marriage, kindred, friendfhip, and ac- 
quaintance; unlefs with fome of modern 
times, we find the origin of all thefe blef- 
fmgs in an imaginary agreement of favages, 
we fliall ftill further adore the goodnefs of 
our Creator, who not only formed man far 
fociety, but aftually, if at leaft we may 
believe his holy word, placed him in a 
ftate of civil fubordination; what a happy 
creature even in the prefent world might 
man be, if he knew and conlidered the 

bleflSngs 
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bleflings he has received ! But too often, 
from-equal infatuation and ingratitude, does 
he look only on the unpteafing part of his 
condition ; he abufes the advantages he can- " 
not but fee, and even turns them to his 
hurt; the various powers of a fuperior 
nature he employs in counterafting that 
order which his maker has eftabliflied, and 
of confequence, in producing to himfelf in 
the end unhappinefs ; ' all the natural de- 
lights with which this world is furnifhed he 
feizes on, in fuch a difproportionate man- 
ner, as to deftroy even the power of en-" 
joyment ; the purpofes of civil life he 
perverts Under the inftigations of unruly 
paffions, to cruelty, bloodfhed, and con- 
fufion; and were he left to himfelf, (did not 
our heavenly Father ftill interfere to guide 
and controul him, as far as is confiflent 
with due freedom of will,) how foon would 
this world, which was intended for his 
rational enjoyment and comfort, become a 

fcerie 
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fcene of continued mifery: what compleats 
therefore the goodnefs of God in the prefer- 
vation to us of our being is, his direfting us 
by his fatherly hand, in our progrefs thro' 
life, in which he has placed us, and in our 
enjoyment of the bleflings he has beftowed. 

It is indeed beyond the reach of our 
capacity to difcover how this is continually 
done: yet our reafon and the exprefs decla- 
rations of fcripture lead us to a firm belief 
of God's overuling providence, and to an 
entire rcfignation of ourfelves and all our 
concerns, whilft we humbly endeavour to 
do for ourfelves what we can, to his infinite 
wifdom, power, and goodnefs; affuredthat 
he will give us fuch a degree of enjoyment 
as (hall be moft conducive to our lafting 
happinefs — and what more can we defire ? 
It is true, in the various fucceflion of events, 
he often fends, even to thofe who truft in 
him, difappointments and fufFerings, but 

always 
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always with a merciful defign ; to punifli in 
order to amend us and others, to perfeft in 
us what will produce greater happinefs; to 
draw our eyes towards that blefled place 
where his fatherly kindnefs will fhine with 
its brighteft luftre, not clouded by thofe 
afts of feverity which are needful in this 
our ftate of education. But amidft all thefe, 
what numberlefs comforts do we pofiefs 
beyond our higheft deferts: fome perfons 
indeed are more liberally furnifhed with 
the favours of providence than others ; un- 
doubtedly for the wifeft and beft reafons^^ 
known only to him who is equally the 
father of all men, and who has a right to 
do what he pleafes with his own. But all 
of us, if we would attentively and impar- 
tially look back upon the events of our paft 
lives, might fee and feel how gracious the 
Lord hath been unto us. 

Let 
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Le r us take a view of our real conditions, 
laying afide pride and all undue pretenfions, 
and we fliall foon become fenfible, not only 
how little reafon we have upon the whole 
to complain, but how great reafon we have 
to be thankful. The mercy of God is over 
all his works, and, except to the incorrigible 
offender, in every, event which befalls us; 
but were it in no event but one, which 
comes not within the fubje£l of this dif- 
courfe, but which gives in fa£t, by the 
cheering hope it affords,, true value to all 
the reft : were the riches of God'^ mercy 
experienced folely in fending his only be- 
gotten and eternal fon to die for us, the 
juft for the unjuft -, this alone might well 
fwallow up every other confideration ; and 
amidft all the anxieties, difappointments, 
and fufferings of this fhort tranfitory life, 
fill our hearts with joyful hope of that 
glory > which fliall be revealed, and with 
thankful gratitude for our deliverance from 

that 



( H5 ) 

that mifery which has no end and no inter- 
miflion: but God's goodnefs is unbounded, 
and this ftupendous inflance fo far from 
exhaufting it, is an earneft to us of every 
other : He that fpared not his own fon, 
but gave him up for us all; how fliall he 
not with him alfo freely give us all things ? 

Let us look at ourfelves, then within 
and without; and whilft our minds are 
ftruck with the wonderful wifdom and con- 
trivance fo confpicuous in the formation 
and confiitution both of our bodies and 
our fouls, let not the goodnefs of our 
Maker which is equally confpicuous pafs 
unregarded ; whilft we contemplate this 
fair temple in which he has appointed 
us to dwell, and our hearts fwell within 
us on beholding the Iky, air, earth, and 
heaven, let the fulnefs of them burft forth 
in the warmeft acclamations of praife to 
the gracious Lord of all : when w^e view 
L the 
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the delightful produftions of man's fkill and 
labor, or feel within us ftill more refined 
and animating emotions, the conjugal, the 
parental, the filial, the friendly, the focial, 
the humane; let us recolleft what we owe 
to the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, 
who has eftablifhed the beautiful order of 
civil fubordination, under which alone they 
can be duly enjoyed, and appointed our 
lot under a conftitutron of government in 
Church and State, and in a period of fociety 
the moft favorable to every virtuous enjoy- 
ment of our nature, and the higheft per- 
feftion of the human charafter. 

And in the more retired paths of private 
life, if any of us fhould be difpofcd to 6:8: 
his thoughts folely on what is lefs pleafing* 
in his condition; let him turn to the op- 
pofite and more fatisfying view; confider 
the many comforts which attend almoft 
every fituation, and make the beft nfe of 

them 
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them, by enjoying them as his Maker in- 
tendefd. He will then foon be fenfible of 
the divine goodnefs in what cannot but be 
grievous to human nature, and upon the 
whole, with .fuch views, reap more real 
fatisfaftion in the midfi of affliction, than 
an irreligious man, whofe views extend not 
beyond what flrikes his fenfes, ever en-i 
joyed in the height of profperity, 

A*ov5 ^11 things, let us conliantly pray 
to God through the interceffion of our Re- 
deemer, that to the bleffings which h^ is 
coAtittually pottring out tip^Dii u«, he will be 
pteafei to alined, what crowns and per- 
fefts all hfe gift>5 to man ki this world — 
a jgraegfiil h^art— *^ to t^fte thtefe gifts with 
joy/' 
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SERMON VII. 



Psalm, ciii. F. 2, 



^^ PRAISE THE lord! O MY SOUL, AND 
FORGET NOT ALL HIS BENEFITS.*' 



HE creation and prefervation of the 
world, with all the comforts and con- 
veniencies of life, are benefits which it 
might well be fuppofed men could not be 
in any danger of forgetting ; but experience 
teaches us that the cafe is very far other- 
wife: and God our creator and preferver, 
and who giveth us all things richly to en- 
joy, is too often not in all our thoughts, 

whilft 
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wliilft we feel and perhaps acknowledge 
the moft grateful fenfe of the inferior bene* 
fits which we have received from our fellow 
creatures. 

To recall our attention to thofe fubjefils 
is therefore neceffary, and has been at- 
tempted in a preceding difcourfe. But th6 
bleffings of creation and prefervation, great 
as they are, only lead to the confideration 
of another ftill more important to us miferable 
Jinncrs. 

For how much better would it have 
been for us never to have exifted, than to 
have received this blefling only to render 
ourfelves the objefts of God's difpleafure; 
how much better, were it poffible, to lofe 
our exiftence, than to live on here for a 
fhort time in a ftate of folicitude and 
anxiety, and then leave all we hold dear, to 
become partakers of that juft condemnation 
L 3 which 
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w^kh w-e have <iQferved: fo in^^h h ^ 
bluffing of Qiwr reihmptm of more ipftpQf* 
tencc to U8 thai^ our cfoation 9^ Qur pre-» 

fervation. 

T^£ relations in which Go4 ftands to us 
of creator and preferver, fey ua imder the 
obligation df cdl^r-mii^g ourfeWet hi hia 
will: ifwe4«vcdone aa4 contiQue to dQ 
thisj yft have nodijog to fear, b^t may 
^fffiif^ purfelves, that in&ate. jufti^^ wiU 
never fufFer our being to be worfe to Uft 
than not being, and may hope that infinite 
goodn^fs will f^eferve to us (li not Jnor^^e) 
the bkffings we enjoys in this cafe we feay^ 
no further to look^ and 9. Hede^mir is> xj^j^cm 
this fuppofition altogether unneceflary ; but 
are we thus mHocenf — thus perfgS? Far ba 
from us the arrogant imaginati<Hii we 
Iwxaw, we /fr/ that we have been and are 
finners, in thought, word, a^d deed: we 
have, in the e^^preffive words of ourlitvgy, 

erred 
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trred and ftrayed from God's ways like loft 
(heep; w^ have followed too much the de* 
vices and defires of our own hearts; we 
have offended agaiaft his holy laws; we 
have Je/t undoBe thofe things which we 
ought to have done^ and we have done 
thofe things which we ought not to have 
done, add there is n$ 4t0alth in us. 

From QkA^^ jufik^ therefore, we have 
nothing to ^Kfie^ but punifhment; from 
hi)} gaodnefs, the firft tibting we have to hope 
for, xs/orgivmfs. But how know we that 
it is coafift^nt with his juftice^ fo to exert 
Im goodnefs as to grant us thisforgivenefs? 
Let not the pride of human reafon haftily 
anfwer tits queftion, without having du/y 
coniidered what the purpofes of univerfal 
government over rational creatures may re* 
quire. In human governments we find that 
the welfare of fociety cannot be maintained 
without the pimjhment of offenders; how 
L 4 kntyw 
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know we that the fame is not the cafe iA 
God's kingdom ? and then what muft be- 
come of us ? Undoubtedly to a flncere 
penitent, reafon and nature diftate hope of 
God*s mercy; but hope mixed with fear, 
if matters be thoroughly confidered; be- 
caufe reafon cannot find a fure foundation 
on which to build that hope ; and if matters 
be not thoroughly confidered, the forebodings 
of confcience will at times alarm the breaft 
with anxious doubts; for ceafing to do evil 
does not undo the evil that has been done, 
any more than ceafing to contraft new debts 
difcharges the old : but the advocates for 
the fufiiciency of human - reafon, without 
the affiftance of Revelation, muft be re- 
minded, that even the confcioufnefs of 
guilt, (after the heart has been hardened 
through the.deceitfulnefs of fm) which pro- 
duces true contrition, and leadeth to real 
and fincere repentance, is looked for in 
y-ain in untaught and unaffifted nature; 

and 
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and if this could be there found, it cannot 
be found accompanied by thorough and per- 
fe6l amendment of heart and life; for it is 
not thus found in us who are bleffed with 
fuperior information, and are trained up to 
an higher fenfe of duty ; our hearts condemn 
us of falling €onJlantly fhort of the glory of 
God ; and God' is greater than our hearts 
and knoweth all things. 

How then can man be juftified with God? 
or how can he be clean that is born of a 
woman? Behold even to the moon and it 
Jhineth not; the ftars are not pure in his 
fight ; how much lefs man that is a worm, 
and the fon of man that is a worm ! To 
whom then can we look for comfort, and 
upon what can we ground our hope of 
mercy: bleffed be God! there is one to 
whom we may look in this diftrefs of na- 
ture; to him who hath pronounced with 
authority — Comfort ye, comfort ye, my 

people. 
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people, fpeak ye comfortably to Jerufalem, 
and cry unto her that her warfare is ac-* 
compliflied, that her iniquity is pardoned: 
bleffed be God for the light which hath 
ihined upon the people which walked in 
darknefs and the (hadow of death. We 
can now ground our hope of pardon upou 
the fureft foundation; upon him who 
fpeaketh in righteoufnefs and is mighty to 
fave. Chrift hath redeemed us from the 
curfc of the law, being made a curfe for 
us; for Gqd was in Chrift, recouciling 
the world unto himfelf, and made peace 
through the blood of his crofs. Who then 
fhall lay any thing to the charge of God's 
elcft? It is God that juftifieth, who is he 
tixat condemneth? It is Chrift that died, 
yea rather that is rifen again, who is even 
at the right hand pf God, who alfo maketh 
interceifion fqr u$. Let then the proud 
difputer of this world t-ruft if he will to the 
faiat glimmerixig of natural reafon; we 

will 
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will be more humbk, we know ourfelves, 
Und glory in the crofs of Chrifi. 

Only let us walk worthy of the vo- 
cation with which we are called, and re-» 
ceive not the grace of God in vain ; for 
better had it been for us not to have known 
the Way of righteoufnefs, than after we 
have known jt to turn, through wilfulnefs 
or riegligence, from the holy commandment 
deliv^fed unto us. That grace of God 
which thus, bringeth falvation, require$ 
from us as a qualification for receiving its 
fimi cfFeQs, fincere endeavors to attain uni- 
verfal holinefs in heart and life, without 
which no one can fee the Lord. And the 
way to attain this, viz. by denying ungodli- 
nefs and worldly lufts, and living foberly, 
righteoufly, and godly in the prefent world. 
Us fo clearly pointed out, fo recommended 
by example, and fo enforced by the moft 
awful fftn^tions, that men muft wilfully 

(hut 
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fliut their eyes and harden their hearts if 
they do not fee and be converted. And 
that no encouragement may be wanting, 
it is the great and diftinguifliing excellence 
of the chriftian religion, that it not only 
gives us the affurance of pardon for dur 
paft fins, but promifes every requifite affif- 
tance to our fincere endeavors for the time 
to come. This dofirine of holy fcripture 
hath not been by fome of late years valued 
as it ought to be, from the miftakes refpec- 
ting it, into which fome ill informed tho* 
well meaning perfons have fallen, thinking 
to exalt the glory of the Redeemer by dif- 
paraging the original work of his hand« 
For in holy fcripture, the creation of man 
at firft, is as expreffly afcribed to the eter- 
nal Son of God, as our redemption; and. 
perhaps the circumftance, of its being fo 
familiar to our minds, prevents its affefiting 
us in the way it otherwife would. But let 
not the too high fenfe of the efficacy of 

divine 
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divine grace, which other perfons may 
have entertained, lead us to undervalue 
its neceffity and importance. 

For what are we with all the information 
we have received refpe£ling our condition 
and God's purpofes of mercy, if left to 
ourfelves. If God by his holy fpirit did 
not ftill work in us both to will and to ,do, 
confiftently indeed with the free agency of 
creatures in a ftate of moral probation and 
difcipline. But let us imagine to ourfelves, 
that with a due confcioufnefs of our own 
weaknefs and infufficiency, with frequent 
experience of the deceitful nature of fin 
and the power of temptation, and with a 
perfuafion of the abfolute neceffity of obe- 
dience to the commands and conformity to 
the example of our Lord and Saviour, as 
propofed to us in the Gofpel, that we 
were this day informed for the firft time, 
upon the indifputable authority of eternal 

truth, 
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trutli, that we fliould become the tempjj^ 
of Almighty God, that he would come and 
make his abode with us, and that by his 
gracious prefence and influence he would 
enlighten our underftandings, eorrefit and 
fanSlify our wills, and guard, direct, and 
exalt our hearts and afFeftions; with what 
holy confolation, with what awful grati-? 
tude would our hearts be filled! Let not 
then our fenfe of God's goodnefs be leffened 
by our more intimate knowledge of its 
effects. 

And whiifi we carefully avoid the errors 
of enthufiafm, let us not fall into the delu- 
fions of pride, nor forget in whom ftiindeth 
our help; whilft we make the attainment 
of true and fubftantial godlinefs, in the moft 
extenfive fenfe of the word, the firft object 
of our endeavors^ as it is the only foun- 
dation of real hap;pinef8 in this life as weli 
ts in the world tp cpWe, exerting all the 

powers 



( ^S9 ) 

powers of our nature in the purfuit of it; 
let us rely for the fuccefs of our exertions 
(and experience will foon teach us that we 
cannot find any other dependance) upon the 
encouraging promifes which are made us 
in the gofpel of Chrift, of grace to help in 
time of need. Not that with our beft en- 
deavors we may hope to be rendered per- 
feft in goodnefs, notwithftanding our daily 
progrefs in it ; for abfolute perfeflion is 
not the lot of man on earth, or angels 
in heaven; his very angels he chargeth 
with folly; and we are told that even a 
juft man falleth feven times a day. In the 
midft therefore of our exultation we have 
caufe for humility, and after all to confefs, 
that not by works of righteoufnefs which 
we in any way have done doth he fave 
us, but through his free mercy in Chrift 
Jefus. And this duly confidered (and 
whether it be confidered as it ought let 
us aflc our hearts ferloufly) muft raife our 

gratitude 
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gratitude to the higheft degree; for the due 
confideration of it leads on our thoughts 
to another particular comprehended in our 
redemption ; our having been begotten 
again thro' God's abundant mercy, unto 
a lively hope, to an inheritance incorrup- 
tible and undefiled that fadcth not away, 
referved in heaven for us. 

It is appointed unto all men once to 
die ; novsr fetting entirely afide the thoughts 
of what may happen to us after death, the 
very idea of quitting the prefent life is 
grievous to human nature. To think that 
the time will foon come when we fhall have 
no more a portion in any thing that is done 
under the fun; when the fun indeed will 
rife but not to fhine on us ; when the ufual 
bufinefs of the w^orld will be carried on, 
but with as little regard to us as if we had 
never been; when the generality of our ac- 
quaintance will have intirely forgotten us ; 

and 
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and thofe whom we now moft love, and 
who perhaps moft; love us, will feldom 
think of us, or if they do, with almoft per- 
fe6t indifference; when all that pleafes the 
eye, charms the ear, and delights the 

If jik> heart, will be withdrawn, and thefe our 
bodies which we have fo dearly loved and 
fo carefully fupported, will be laid in the 
cold and dark grave, there to become a 
mafs of corruption, from which even our 
acquaintance and friends would turn afide 

ft * with a'^rlion — the food of worms. Alas 1 
who can think of thefe things without 
melancholy dread? Who does not need 
fome affurances of comfort to fupport his 
foul under thefe fears of nature ? But to 
imagine further that our very exiftence will 
ceafe, and our fouls too die with our 
bodies^ carries with it fuch horror as no 
one could long endure. 

M God 
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God therefore has fo formed our nature, 
that tho' we cannot but fear death, we 
cannot at the fame time but hope to live 
after death, and our reafon is capable of 
furnifliing fome arguments to encourage 
this hope of rtature ; but ftill, fear will ^t 
times prevail in moft men, and innumerable 
difficulties occur to ftagger at leaft if not 
to filence our reafon. The wifeft and beft 
of the heathen world are evident inftances 
of this perplexity; at one time they appear 
convinced, at another full of doubt; at one 
time fupported by proofs, at another em- 
barraffed by objeftions; one part of man at 
leaft, they faw, periflied: how neceflary 
this part might be to the enjoyment, if not 
the exiftence of the other, who could pre- 
fume to determine? Befides, tho' they 
might be convinced of living again after 
their departure out of this world, yet what 
is that world into which they were to go ? 
Is it a ftate of more happinefs or more 
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miferjr thail this? Is it to laft longer or 
fhorter than this ? Is it to be the final de- 
termination of" our exiftence, or are we ftilt 
to go on thro' fucceflive dates? Thefe are 
queftions which reafon alks in vain: thefe 
are apprehenfions which nature fuggefis, but 
reafon cannot difpeL 

SoMt o( thefe apprehenfions of nafui'e 
we all feel; if we do not feel the refl:, we 
owe this bleflSng to our early acquaintance 
with what Ae hath taught us, who hath 
brought life and immortality to perfeft 
light thro^ the gofpel; and if we would 
find a cure foi^ the apprehenfions we Jo 
feel, We have only to acquaint ourfelves 
thoroughly with him and be at peace: he 
will tell us that the bufinefs of this world 
is only preparatory to more glorious em- 
ployments hereafter ; that its pleafures are 
not to be compared with thofe which eye 
liath not feen nor ear heard h that we are 
- .. Ma feparated 
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feparated from our friends only, to meet 
them again, more amiable and more en- 
dearing ; that then all our former love will 
be renewed, heightened, refined, and per- 
fefted; that thefe very bodies which we 
lay down in the grave fliall be reftored to 
us again, exalted and glorious ; and, what 
paffes all expreffion and thought, that we 
fliall be transformed to a^ flate of perfeft 
happinefs, no longer fubjeft to diminution, 
nor to interruption from time or change. 

But to whom are we indebted for thefe 
invaluable bteflings ? Innocent creatures 
can claim nothing from G6d but that their 
being fliall be as good to them as not being, 
that they fliall enjoy as much good as evil : 
meritorious creatures, were it poflible that 
any creatures could merit from God, can 
claim nothing fiirther than that their re- 
ward fliall be proportioned to their meiit^ 
"but ^t unprofitable Men and guil^ dtes^ 
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tures ftiould have any reward, is an aft of 
pure bounty; and that they fliould have 
fuch a reward as eternal and perfeft happi- 
nefs, is an aft of bounty great beyond all 
conception. Well therefore is eternal life 
called in holy fcripture the gift of God. 
Our wages, what we have deferved, is 
death; but having peace with God thro* 
our Lord Jefus Chrift, and having accefs 
by faith into this grace wherein we ftand, 
we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 

All this hath Chrift procured for us ; 
all this is he ready to give us in return for 
a Ihort imperfeft obedience — ^peace, light, 
ftrength, and eternal blifs. And in order 
to accomplifli this wonderful difpenfation 
of love, our ever gracious Redeemer, who 
being in the form of God, thought it not 
robbery to be equal with God, yet took 
upon him the form of a fervant, and fub- 
mitted to the loweft offices of human 
/ M 3 nature ; 



( i66 ) 

nature ; nay he defccnded ftill lower, eveu 
to die an ignominious and painful death 
upon the erofs, becoming himfelf a curfe 
tQ redeem us frqm the curfe of the law, 
the juft for the unjuft. What a condefcen- 
tion is this? and how far beyond the power 
of words to defcribe ? Scarcely for a 
righteous man will one die, yet peradven- 
ture for a good man fome would even dare 
to die; but God commendeth his love to 
us, in that whilft we were yet finners, 
Chrift died for us. The eternal Son of God 
became man, that he might tafte death for 
all men, and raife them from the depths of 
mifery and defpair^ to the heighth of blifs 
and heaven. With what grateful joy then 
ought we to receive thefe gracious proof? 
of God's goodnefs and mercy, and how 
earneft ftiould we be to fliow forth our grati- 
tude by (every aft of praife and thankful 
obedience? 

If 
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If we drew our being, and derive every 
thing around us from his all creating hand : 
if that being be fupported and every com- 
fort and neceffary of life be fupplied by his 
fatherly providence; is it poffible that we 
can live in neglefl: of him, and what is 
worfe, that we can live in wilful difobe- 
dience to his commands: but if we can 
forget that power and goodnefs which 
created and preferves us, furely we cannot 
forget that mercy which hath redeemed us; 
miferable finners, confcious of guilt and 
fearing punifhment, cannot forget that 
love which offers them pardon. Ignorant 
creatures, confcious of their blindnefs, and 
walking in darknefs, cannot forget that 
light which lighteth every man that cometh 
into the world: frail creatures, confcious 
of weaknefs, and fearing the dangers which 
furround them, cannot forget that inter- 
ceflion which procures them ftrength : un- 
profitable and perifliing creatures, confcious 
M4 ot 
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of their deiefts, and fearing death, cannot 

forget thofe merits which have gained them 

eternal Jife. Thus might we fairly reafon, 

did not fad experience prove the contrary: m 

did we not fee men who cannot only forget 

God, but ufe that Being which he hath 

given them to counteraft his gracious de- 

figns ; who can abufe every blefling his 

providence affords, and who can even tread 

under foot the Son of God; count the 

blood of that covenant, wherewith he was 

fanftified, an unholy thing; and do def- 

pite unto the fpirit of grace: but God 

forbid that this fhould be true of any of us! 

May God give us fuch a fenfe of all his 

mercies, that our hearts may be imfeignedly 

thankful, and that we may fhew forth his 

praife, not only with our lips, but in our 

lives, by giving up ourfelves to his fervice, 

and by walking before him in holinefs and 

righteoufnefs all the days of our life, thro* 

Jefus Chrift our Lord. 

SERMON 
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SERMON VIIL 



Heb. C&. xiiL F. 7^ 



'WHOSE FAITH FOLLOW/ 

HE faith which the Hebrews were re- 
quired to follow was the faith of the firft 
preachers and profeffors of chriftianity- 
And if it was incumbent upon them to 
follow this faith, it is incumbent alfo upon 
us ; for the fame reafons neceflarily apply 
to both. But neither did the Apoftle re- 
quire from his converts a blind acquief- 
cence in the religion he taught, nor do the 
prefent preachers of chriftianity feek to be 
*' Lords over your faith." It is our praftice, ' 

as ^ 





( n^ ) 

as it was ^lis, fairly to propofe to our hearers 
the grounds of our religion, addrefSng our- 
felves to their underftandings, and requi- 
ring them to judge for themfelves of the 
reafonablenefs and obligation of what *we 
advance. 

I WILL endeavor therefore at prefent to 
ftate to /ou, as briefly and plainly as I can, 
the obligation and the reafonablenefs of 
our believing and praftifing the chriftian 
religion. 

On furveying ourfelves and the world in 
which we are placed, we difcover every 
where evident marks of the higheft wifdom, 
power, and goodnefs* If we inquire how 
and whence we and the things about us 
came to be, and trace back to its fource 
this wonderful order and regularity, we are 
led by the moft eafy and obvious fteps to 
.the acknowledgement of a fupreme Being, 
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the firft great caufe of all things, who gave 
exiftence to us and the whole creation. 
And as this Being muft neceffarily be en- 
dued with all perfection, he cannot be re- 
gardlefs of his own produftions, fince this 
would argue variablenefs of will, or want 
of power, both which are inconfiftent with 
the very notion of perfection. From the 
relation which we bear to him as his crea- 
tures, as objefts of his conilant care and 
infpe£lion, and experiencing continual in- 
fiances of his favour and goodnefs, we 
furely feel ourfelves obliged to aft . con- 
formably to his will, in what way foever it 
may have been declared to us. What bis 
will is, our reafon in fome refpefts informs 
us, by clear deduftions from his nature and 
attributes. As he is our Creator and Lord, 
it plainly becomes us to reverence and adore 
him : as he has been and is kind and good 
to us, and has given us afFeftions towards 
pur fellow creatures, the inference is ob- 
vious, 
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vious, that we fliould exercife thofe affec- 
tions and be kind and good to others. And 
lince he is a Being of purity and holinefs> 
and hath endued us with powers capable 
of refembling him, and formed us for higher 
enjoyments than any which this world af- 
fords, it muft furely be our duty as well as 
happinefs to keep the inferior part of our 
nature in due fubordination to the fuperior, 
and to ftrive to imitate him as much as 
poffible in all fpiritual improvements. 

If jnoreover thefe things are thus rea* 
fonable an* proper, we cannot but infer 
that the obfervance of them is required of 
us J and if we do not obferve them, that 
fome time or other, an infinitely holy ?md 
juft Being will punifh us for our negle£t; 
as indeed our confciences, which confirn\ 
thefe deduflions of our reafon, will, if con- 
fulted, and frequently, whether confulted. 
or not, abundantly teftify: on the other 
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hand, if there be a God who thus delights 
in piety and goodnefs, we muft conclude 
that there will be fome future ftate in which 
they will receive more evident nrarks of his 
approbation and favor, than thofe which 
attend them in this life. So far our reafon 
might go on clear and obvious grounds, 
and fuch are the difcoveries which it might 
fatisfaftiorily make, in addition to the con- 
dufions, dcducible from the more abftrufe 
and refined fpeculations on the nature and 
fpirituality of God and of the human foul, 
on the abftraft difference of good and evil, 
and the natural fitnefs and beauty of the 
one, and unfitnefs and deformity of the 
other. But ftill we fliould be left in the 
dark with refpefl to many particulars, and 
in doubt, at the beft, about many more, 
which renders us fenfible of our ftanding in 
need of fome fuperior information. Ac- 
cordingly we are taught to believe that 
there hath been an exprefs revelation pf the 
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Will of our Creator ; by which all the be- 
fore mentioned truths are fully confirmed, 
and in many refpe£ls enlarged; many diffi- 
culties attending them are accounted tar 
and removed; we are made acquainted with 
various important articles in which our 
happinefs is deeply concerned, which we 
could not know before; and we find the' 
belief of what it teaches and the praftice of 
what it commands enforced, amidft other 
inferior motives, by no lefs than the promife 
of eternal happinefs and the threatening of 
eternal mifery. What pretends to fo high 
a character as the revealed will of the Al- 
mighty, and claims attention upon fuch in* 
terefting motives, cannot be left unnoticed^ 
without wilful difprefpeft to him and dif* 
regard of our real good; for this would 
be prefuming either that he is not able to 
give us any inftruftions, tho' we are able ta 
inftruft one another, or that we hare no 
need of any : the letter favours of arrogance 
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and felf-fufficiency, inconfiftent with our 
condition; and the former is denying to 
God all intercourfe with his creatures, and 
impioufly prefcribing bounds to his infinite 
wifdom and power. And not to examine 
that upon which our happinefs both here 
and hereafter is affirmed to be, and at leaft 
it is poffible that it may be, dependent, is 
furely the greateft infatuation. 

As this revelation profeffes to addrefs it- 
felf to the underftandings as well as the 
hearts of men, accordingly the proofs on 
which its claims are founded are adapted 
to reafonable creatures, capable of thinking 
and afting for themfelves. They are not 
abfolute demonftrations, for this would 
have left no power of diflent; and confe- 
quently an affent could not be, what from 
the nature of man it was neceffary that it 
fliould be, an aft of virtue : neither do they 
when humbly and fairly confidered fall far 
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ffiort of demonftration: indeed when collec- 
ted and confidered together, they afford fuch 
evidence as no unprejudiced mind can with- 
ftand, and fully as much as the nature of 
the thing can admit. 

The moft particular and feemingly con- 
tradiftory prophecies, literally fulfilled in 
one perfon feveral hundred years after they 
were written, and many of them conftantly 
interpreted of the Meffiah, by that very 
people who reje6led his authority and their 
own interpretations, when he came and 
fulfilled them : the moft aftonifhing miracles 
confefTed by his very enemies to exceed all 
human power: the fpotlefs life and peculiar 
chara£ler of their author; a chara£ter above 
all former comprehenfion of men, and con- 
fequently incapable of being feigned, and 
direftly contrary to what the known preju- 
dices either of Jews or Gentiles would have 
led them to feign, had they attempted it: 

tha 
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the barbarous treatment, and the painful 
and ignominious death which he voluntarily 
underwent to bear witnefs to the truth and 
fincerity of his pf etenfions ; his refurreftion 
from the grave, evidenced by an iiitercourle 
of forty days with his difciples, and his ap- 
pearance to no lefs than five hundred per- 
fons at one time, and his vifible and glorious 
afcetlfion into heaven: his apoftles* integrity 
and extraordinary firmnefs : the power con- 
fered upon them by him of knowing the 
thoughts of mens' hearts, of foretelling fu- 
ture events, of fpeaking languages whicTi 
they had never learnt, and of working the 
gfeateft miracles: the teftimony given by 
their deaths, and by thofe of an amazing 
number of converts of both fexes and every 
condition, to the truth of their own and of 
their mailer's do£trine : the purity, holinefs, 
and excellence of that doftrine, above the 
moft applauded fyftems of the moft learned 
philofophers, fo well adapted to the con- 
N dition 
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dition and circumftances of man, exalting 
his nature, and conducing him to happinefs 
both in this world and the next: and laftly, 
befides the extraordinary fate of its chief op- 
pofers the Jews, and their uncommon dif- 
perfion and Angular difcrimination among 
all the nations of the earth for more than one 
thoufand feven hundred years; the propaga- 
tion of this religion in almoft every country, 
tho' in direft contradiftion to the mod favo- 
rite opinions and praftices of mankind; and 
tho' preached at firft by a few perfons poor 
and illiterate, and chofen from the lowed 
occupations, and ftrcnuoufly oppofed by all 
the power, wealth and learning of the world. 

All thefe things fairly confidered, and 
they are within the comprehenfion of the 
moft uncultivated minds, cannot fail of 
producing the fulleft conviftion: for the 
objeftions which from time to time have 
been made to the nature or circumftances 

of 
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of the evidence are fuch, as, if admitted, 
would involve all our knowledge in doubt, 
and fender the world one continued fcene 
ofconfufion: thofe which have been made 
either to the whole difpenfation or to fome 
of its parts, are fuch as were to be expefled, 
from the nature of man and the fubjeft of 
the difpenfation ; man being a free agent 
and capable of error, • and the gofpel trea- 
ting of the nature -of God and of his univer- 
fal fcheme of providence. Bcfides this, 
the pride and vanity of mens' minds, and 
the corruption of their hearts continually 
prompt them to tranfgrefs fuch pure and 
holy laws, and render them unwilling to 
confefs their ignorance and guilt. 

That fuch things would happen, the all 
wife author of the chriftian religion forefaw, 
and very precifely foretold in feveral parts 
of the new teftament : their happening 
therefore in conformity with his predictions, 
.' N z muft 
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muft he confidered as a confirmation erf" hi^ 
authority: but admitting the force of alj 
this, and fuppofing thefe things to be trui,e> 
how and on what evidence> it m^y be ^jflked, 
fhall we be convinced that they gir^e fo? 
Some of them ,are eftabliflie^d fefts .opCT and 
apparent to every eye : ^nd oyr b.?Uef of 
the others we naay fairly reft on the au- 
thority of the holy fcriptur^^, which -the 
following, amidft x)ther ajr^fvWdWts, 4x o^ 
the moft iJoUd grpimds of credibility. 

If the holy .fcriptures were written at th<e 
time and by the perfpns they are ^flgrteid to 
h^ve bjeen, as the writers h,^.d the fujil^ft 
opportunity >of knowing the reality of th^ 
fafts which they record, and thofe of the 
i\ew teftament jefpecially wer? uii4er no 
imaginable temptation to piiblifli l;h?J?j^ 
nay h^d every in4vcement jt.o <;oj3i.ceaJ Jjiewj^ 
if they h^d xiojt thgnght them tjue^ wf 
cannoj confiftgnjjjr witit^ ojyr jRaflpgrftf ac- 
ting 



ting in all otTier ferious concerns avoid ac- 
qufefcing in tlieir teffimony. And that they 
were fo written, is evinced By our enemies 
ffie Jews, who maintain the authority of 
one part of them, which is alio cohfirrtied' 
By, and ftrengtfiens the crediBility of the 
other. They are indeed rujpported by all 
the evidence that can eftablifli the credif of 
any writings, and abundantly more than 
any other, which are univerfalTy received^ 
and whofe authenticity^ has never been 
^ueffioned. They were no (boner written, 
than copies of them were taken arid dff^ 
pcrfed throughout the feverar churches, 
an* they were quoted arid appeaktf to in 
the various controverfies which arofe in the 
early times of chriliianity both with friends 
and foes. It may be obferved alfo, that not 
a few of the fa£ls which they contain are 
fupported by the concurrent teffimony of 
heathen authors. And if any of them had 
been falfe, there were not wanting enemies, 
JP" 3 who 
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who eafily could, and with tranfport would 
have detefted and expofed their falfehood, 
and at once have precluded the facred re- 
cords from that glorious triumph, which- 
they afterwards obtained, from the num- 
berlefs perfons of all ages and countries, 
who, with an unexampled conftancy, bore 
atteftation to the truth and value of. them 
with their lives. In ihort, fo ftrong and 
fecure is the evidence, on which the au- 
thority of the holy fcriptures is founded, 
tl\at amidft the daring attacks with which 
the chriftian religion hath been affaulted. 
in every form which malice and ingenuity 
could fu^geft, few have been the attempts 
made to overthrow that evidence, though 
the fuccefs of fuch an effort mull have en- 
fyred the fall of the whole fyftem, and 
without which all other attacks could make 
but little impreflion. 

The 
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The bible being thus firmly eftabliflied 
as the revelation of God, it follows .that it 
Is incunibeaf upon all, without exception, 
to whom it is made known, firft, to examine 
A;Cith care, and then to believe with rpve- 
rence, and to praftife with fincerity what- 
ever it requires. , Limited as our faculties 
are, we cannot wonder that in a revelation 
given bj infinite Wifdom there fhould be 
fome things which exceed our reafon, whicl^, 
however, fince they do not, when rightly 
cqnfidered, contradifl: it, we are boimd 
upon fuch a teftimony to receive as impli- 
citly, and believe as firmly, as we do thofe 
truths which our reafon is competent to 
underftand. 

And fince the. Almighty created us at 
firft, and fupports us continually, and thus 
has an abfolute right to our obedience, he 
might with perfeft juftice have prefcribed 
to us any commands within our power to 
,N4 perform 
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perform. And we could not have re^fon 
to complain of any want of goodnefs, what 
ever had been the conditions of obtaining; 
his favor, fincp he has propofed to ^s no 
lefs a recompence than eternal happinefs, 
and promifed us fuch affiftance as will en- 
able us to attain it. Infinite wifdom and 
goodnefs certainly would not have eftab- 
liflied the chriftian difpenfatipn^ if it h;^d 
not been proper and neceflary for mankincj. 
IBut fince God has thought fit to eftablilh 
h, he undoubtedly requires our compjigince 
with it ; and according to his coriflg^nt de- 
nunciations, will refent and pu^ifll, a^ a 
mofl affronting ijidig^nity, our pegleft of it. 

Absolute univerfal obedience to God 
in all refpefts, /. <. a total fiirrender to our 
Creator of our underftandings, our hear,ts^ 
and our lives, is what both fcripture /and^ 
reafon diftate — doftrines the mpft untjop- 
nefted with the prefent ftate of things, and 

apparently 

m 
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The bible being thus firmly eftabliflied 
as the revelation of God, it follows that it 
Is incumbeat upon all, without exception, 
to whom it is made known, firft, to examine 
\Hth care, and then to believe with reve- 
rence, and to praftife with fincerity what- 
ever it req^uires. JLimited as our faculties 
are, we cannot wonder that in a revelation 
given by infinite wifdom there fhould be 
fome things which exceed our reafon, which, 
however, fince they do not, when rightly 
confidered, contradifl: it, we are boimd 
upon fuch a teftimony to receive as impli- 
citly, and believe as firmly, as we do thofe 
truths which our reafon is competent to 
Underftand. 

And fince the Almighty created us at . 
firft, and fupports us continually, and thus 
has an abfolute right to our obedience, he 
might with perfeft juftice have prefcribed 
to us any commands within our power to 
N4 perform 
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» W6 any reafon to expeft allowance for (uch 

) frailties as we do not iiiiterely endeavor to 

overcome whenever \l^e are ferffible of them . 
For it is 6ur duty and our hdppinefs, to 

^ make the improvement of oirr nature in all 

its parts, the Heading obje6t of our live^i 
All fins \<rh1eh we repent cK and forfake, 

1^ ' knd all failings, which as far fts ^e khot^* 

them J we pray agaihil ^lid feithfiilly feiv* 

■ to fubdue, the gofpel af&res as, 'that Tor 

: the merits of Chtifts death, God vriH not 

remember t6 oiit condemnation: but if the 

^ wilful obftinate'perifeverifig offender, /. e.l 

the rqefter of'his Makers defign to render 
him happy, could finally efcape; whut dif- 
honour would this fefteQ on the juftrce and 
fovereignty of God. Happy would it be 
for thofe perfons, who feek to obtain the 
rewards of duty, in othef* ways than thofe 
which he has pointed out; if they would' 
cortfider this, and conform with reverence 
40 the declarations of him, who is truth 

; ' itfelf. 
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apparently of little importance, if delivered 
pn his authority, ooght ever to comnaand 
our refpeft, acd may have confequences at- 
tending them, of which we are not aware. 
And we know not what we do>. when we 
prefume to xe'jcSk wy thing which he hath 
taught, or disregard any thing which ht 
ha^h commanded: oaly this we know^ that 
u;i hofth ipftaoc^s,, hi^ that wil/uUy ififringe^ 
a part; of thj^ tew, is confidered; aa as 
ti^aofgreflor of the wholes and forfbita hit. 
titlp to all th^ beoefil^ of the chrifttaa' di& 
penfation* But are no allowances to be> 
made for hwaavi frailty and the pra^ice of 
the wovld : md muft we entirely re£gn all 
pQwer of judging for ourfelves? 

For frailty, mc^ undoubtedly, iHuch 
allowance will be made, otherwife what 
will beconie of the beft of men? But not 
for wilful tranfgreflion perfifled in without 
penitence aad an>eadmen|;: nor indeed have 

we 



we any reafon tb expeft illowance for (uch 
frailties as we do not finterely endeavor to 
overcome whenever We are ferffible of them. 
For it is 6uf duty and our hdppinefs, to 
make the improvement of our nature in all 
its parts, the lieading ob}e6t of our live^; 
All fins WKieh we repent of and forfake, 
and all failings, which as far as we know' 
them J we pray agaihft aiid faithfully ftrive 
to fubdue, the gofpel afforeis tts, that for 
the merits of Ghtifts death, God will not 
remember t6 oiit condemnation: but if the 
wilful obftinate pfeifeveririg offender, /. f.i 
the rejefter of his Maket^s defigti to render 
him happy, could finally efcape; what dif- 
honour would this refteft on the juftice and 
fovereignty of God. Happy would it be 
for thofe perfons, who feek to obtain the 
rewards of duty, in othet ways than thofe 
which he has pointed out; if they would' 
confider this, and Qoftform with reverence 
to the declarations of him, who is truth 

itfelf. 
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jtfelf, and in whofe purpofes there is x\Q 
yariablenels, nor fliadow of turning! 

. Wh5RE the praSice of riie world does; 
not interfere with God's commands, it is 
the part of a! ijruly wife and good man to 
pay it 4ue attention; but ^where it does, 
thpu?: can Jbe no doiibtrwhether' we ought 
t(>r9b^y;<Sod;Or man: : and holjr fcriptUre 
i^rqngiy cajition^ ..us agaiDft>':f3]lbwing \a 
Hiu)jtiitu4e tp 4o i eyii Pnneceffary fingu^ 
larity is iiop^rt iof a ichriftian's charafters 
nay> he m^kkes^ it a point of duty, to con* 
forii^ )bo othejn m^titas far as he^ innocently 
and fefe}y,.gsaai that hcinay^ -with a better 
graice, at\d qotifequently with greater liir 
fluence of exarople,^ differ where he find$ 
it neceffary. 

As to the liberty of judging for ourfelyes, 
th^t is by no means defigned to be taken 
away or even reflrained by the gofpel, ex*. 

cept 
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cept i» cafes of whidi we are nof cocnpe* 
tent to judgpc ; nay^ \©e are required to ex- 
ercife our judgements and to prove all 
thmgjji only we ace tcF take ^V circum- 
ftau^e^ into cooTidemdon, witiv ai fair.ki^ 
ientioQf of holding: faft thdt wMck ihall ap^ 
pear to* be good* But ftirth^ i^ m^ b« 
W^ed by ibmev »d( it wittbi^'tbragfif by 
jEoany^ that fuck cinnxmfpe^ii^F artd^ ^zt^ 
a^ aU thifii neqtiircs^ woulditadte'tip a larger 
i^veo£thekrtame^ woorld lay diem^ i»^i' 
cM^d^able neftraihtsy utid inst^tfete m^ 
tHe e&ab]^o(fi cOQiRfa of lhe;lmflne(b ati^ 
ainmfeoaeiUa. o£ libi Tuke pt«rper anfWi^' 
iM ar miniftor of Cbrift tb fluafee t& ^ft^ 
obje^liom is> tor afis — inr& di6(e' thingB re^ 
^uked by G^ or not^^-^SiiarcIi the f^ripV 
tures and fee : if they be, are you wilftag; 
to efcape eternal mifery and obtain eternal 
happiiKif^ ufott the teraiai which infinite 
wif^otnr and: g^opoidndl^ hathi thoQglit fit^ to' 
p£opoi[$cr What can) be move unreafontMe* 

or 
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or jHConfifteiit, than for nien to take fo 
mucb thought and pains, to encounter fo 
many and grievous difcomforts, to fubjed 
their darling inclinations to the fevered re- 
ftraints, forego all araufement, and negleft 
their naoft preffing concerns, as we fre- 
quently fee they do, in order to obtain 
feme favorite ohje£l, which (rate the things 
of this world at the higheft,) muft necef- 
forUy be given up in a few years, perhaps 
to-nuHTOw, or in guarding againft the tran- 
fitory evils of this life; and yet to grudge 
the finall portion of time and pains which 
is neceflary to deliver us from eternal fufFer- 
ing, and fecure to us that perfeQ: happinefs 
which is to laft for ever? 

Not that in reality we take from our en- 
gagements here, what we lay out in the 
purchafe of eternal happinefs hereafter* 
This world and the next are parts of the 
fami^ConftitUtiQQQf things, and that temper 

and 
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and conduQ: which qualify us for heaven, 
bed promote our true interefts on earth; 
that reverential, yet chearful reliance upon 
the wifdom, goodncfs, and power of the 
Father of the univerfe, that unbounded be- 
nevolence and unwearied beneficence, that 
purity of foul, and that enjoyment of in- 
telleftual pleafure, which fprings from ex- 
alted affeftions and an enlarged view of 
things ; as they prevent a thoufand fources 
of mifery, fo do they alfo conftitute in them- 
felves the moft delightful of human fatis- 
faftions, they expand the heart and give an 
inexpreflible relifh to every inferior grati- 
fication. 

But it was never intended that men 
Ihould retain their corrupt inclinations, and 
encourage thofe views of happinefs, whe- 
ther founded in pleafure or advancement, 
on which worldly men aft, whilft they en- 
deavor to conform outwardly to the com- 
mands 
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xnands of the gofpel, a£Hng under continual 
reftraint, and fuflfering perpetual difappoint- 
ment: but that they fliould correft their 
evil propenfities by judicious felf-govern- 
ment, and embrace thofe views of happi- 
nefs, which the word of God propofes, in 
conformity with the real condition of things, 
and the whole conftitution of human na- 
ture; thus aftually believing and even feel- 
ing that their intereft and their happinefe 
are to be found in thofe paths alone to 
which their duty leads ; and that the Creator 
knows, and has ordered what is mojifqr the good 
of his creature^. 

TnuTH has nothing to fear from the fe- 
vereft inveftigation; and therefore the ad* 
vocates for the gofpel do not even wifh to 
cpnceal that there may be fome feeming 
exceptions to this comfortable reprefen- 
t^tion of the efFefts of chriftianity; not to 
dwell on the cafe of the firft profeffors of it> 

wha 
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who were called to extraordinary trials, but 
who had alfo, let it be remembered, ex- 
traordinary comforts and fupport: in the 
prefent times men may fufFer fome incon- 
veniencies of different forts from their ftrift 
adherence to the ftraight path of duty and 
uniform profeffion .of chriftian principles ; 
for inftance, the lofs of fome methods of 
advancing themfelves in the world, which 
perfons lefs confcientious embrace, and 
alfo in an irreligious age they may bear the 
fcorn and perhaps the ridicuk of thofe who 
fee not, or will not profefs that they fee, 
the grounds upon which they have formed 
their fcheme of condu6t: as to the former 
of thefe inftances, let men only wait and 
obferve the ufual refult of fuch praftices, 
(I mean) with refpeft tonal injoymenty which, 
and not merely what may be accounted the 
means of it, a wife man makes his objeft of 
purfuit: and as to the latter inftance, time 
wUl foon io juftke t6 the charaflter of an 

uniform 
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uniform chriftian, provided it be not dif- 
torted or rendered abfurd by enthufiafm or 
fuperftition, and thofe very perfons, whofe 
depraved habits will not permit them to 
imitate him, v^ill at leaft efteem and rever- 
ence, and fometimes even applaud him: 
and the regard of good men, and the un» 
alloyed approbation of his own confcience, 
and the confidence of his matter's favor, 
will more than make him amends for en- 
during, if that fhould be his lot, the fcorn 
of the foolifh and the profligate : but fur? 
ther exceptions to the eafe, the comforts, 
and the happinefs^ whiph are alledged to 
flow from cjirjiftian pripciples, and thofe of 
greatej: weight, may be. thought to arife 
frpm the difficulties which many perfons 
have to ftruggle with in bringing their 
tei^per and difpofition to evangelical habits 
of duty 5 and from the great depreflions of 
fpirits, which fonae, even good men, fre^ 
quently experience, from a fenfe of their 
O failings 
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faiHng^d iblM infirmities, with th^ diflkulti«a 
of ^edieHce, cQnttB& the feelings an4 cir- 
pumftances which attend difobfdience. 

And txt there no difficulties whicl\ 
fpring from vicious indulgencies. Can 
we conceive any thing more grievous and 
afflifting than the torment ot inordinate 
paffions, the ftrength and violence of which 
is Continually increafing, whilft the powers 
of gratification are continually leffening? 
The unpleafantnefs of reftraint, decreafes 
with every aft of felf-denial; the defire of 
forbidden gratification, increafes with every 
aft of indulgence. If vicious and worldly 
men have not the labor of rcftraining their 
appetites and inclinations, they muft be 
fubjeft to the moft wretched of all tyranny, 
that which fprings from indulging them. 
As to perfons of the other defcription, they 
have abundant reafon for felf-fatisfa^lioa 
ahd comfort; but fomeof thofe infirmities* 

to 
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tx> which fauiRadlii nature k errr fiaibte, in 
this ftafe o£ impcrfeftiaHy pccvent their ca- 
joyment of dseih. The dejteSioi aiid ane- 
lancholy, wiieh we fonietiiaBes meet with 
in good perfbnyy arife in a gicat meaifure 
fromfome bodily difbrder, which i? to-be 
remonred only by propev medical applica^ 
tioiife; and it wouM diibover itfetf in fome 
other way^ if religion,. tvith< which it bath 
no seal conneftioii, diid not exift in the 
would. Tbey miay alfa in fome meafure be 
cccafioned by mifiaken. and contrafled na« 
Ibns of the nature of irel^ioo, by viewing 
ker under the gloomy and diftorted afpe£B 
of terror and vengeance, inftead of con- 
templating her in her bright and genuine 
features of mercy and kindnefs. But this 
fiarms no juft exception againft the benign 
and animatmg fpcrit of true religion: it 
only proves, that the greateft of all blcf- 
fingSy that heaven ever beftowed on man 
as well a» thofe which are inferior, is liable 

O 2 to 
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perform. And we could not have re^fon 
to complain of any want of goodnefs, what 
ever had been the conditions of obtaining 
his favor, fincp he has propofed to \^s no 
lefs a recompence than eternal happinefs, 
and projnifed us fuch affiftance as will en- 
able us to attain it. Infinite wifdom and 
goodnefs certainly would not have eftab- 
liflied the chriftian di^enfatipnji if it h;^d 
not been proper and neceffary for mankinc|. 
'But fince God has thought fit to eftablifh 
H, he undoubtedly Requires our compliance 
with it; and according to his co^ftig^nt de- 
nunciations, will refent and pvi^ih, a$ a 
moft affronting ijidig;nity, our pegleft of it. 

Absolute univerfal obedience to God 
in all refpeSls, /. i?. a total Surrender to our 
Creator of our underflandings, our; hear^ts^ 
jand our lives, is what both fcrip1;ure ^and^ 
reafon diftate — dofltrines the mpft ungoji- 
nefted with the prefent fl^te of things, and 

apparently 
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fupported by fafts, teftified unto us by thofcf 
who were eye witnelfes of the majefty of 
ouf Lord Jcfus Ciirift. It i& not a religion 
full of melancholy and unneceuary felf- 
deniil arid abftraftiorf from the'^orld; but 
it is the fource' of comfort and delight, fe- 
cifring to us the beft enjoyment of the na- 
ture which (jrod fias given uS, arid conduc- 
ting us with fafety through tiit daiiget^ of 
life. It is' only offered to our choice, not 
forced' upon us, becaufe we are free agents 
fltld muft be in fome meafure the framers 
of otir oWri hkppihefs: but we muil re- 
Tiietobcfri that, if it be' tntei X.<i rejefit or 
difregard ft, thfbiigh pride, through in- 
dotence, through obftinacy, through faife 
fta!m*e, through a love of finfiil indulgence 
and attachment to the world^ Js, Jkath% to 
embtace and hold it faft, /j^^efemal; 

O3 SERMON 
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SERMON IX. 



^jBSy Ci.l. F.lly 11. 

; HAVE -ACCPMPANXJED WIT^ US Ahh 

THE TIME THAT THE LORD JESUS 

WiVr "IN AND OUT AMONGST US, 

BiciNNiN^ TROM ThIe BAPT?:«M 0« 

•->y<^lf/''t?NTl^^T.«AT..8AME HAST -WH91I 

rHB WA»t TJLliEN.::ff=f FMM «^, M.UfT 

, O^IJt;3».iORPAfN^ TO B£ A WJTOTESJ^ 

. :Wj[JiI VS, Oif.HIS ;RB3URRE9TI0N.". 



^hat' l>^uttful- .^^ pathetic ^xl^orfcatian, 
towarcl^ ^ ckifc ifccft epiftle to th? 

Corinthians,) then is our preaching vain, 
and your faith is alfo vain. On the truth 
of this 4k€l the importance of every other 

recorded 
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recorded in the g^fpeU, and even the ex- 
iftettce of the thriftiftn reh'gion muft de- 
pend» It will th^^fpfe be no unfuitable 
employment of ou? thoughts, on a day fet 
apart by the church t,Q commemorate a 
perfon, who wa§ ck^ed into the number 
of the Apoftles, expreiHy becaufe h^ was 
tn unimpeachable wilpeft of this great 
eveait, to confidfer thpf^p evidence? which 
reilder iti at thi^ remote period, to the 
ifloft.^ Tcrupulw^ inquifer^^, ^ptp: objeil of 
rajtionaj ^lief#^ 

■# ■ i"i ■ • ■-.■■• 

rr^4iT thf9 .IcFj^u^f sy pf. the new t^fta- 
m€9»| wefe WfitfeWi iDy: .the perf(p«$ whofe 
nsmes th^ bear) tbfti.th^ft perfons livi^d 
in Judi^^ ftod »t th0 iii»^ whe» th0 events 
which make the fubje£l of their fev^eral hif^ 
tories took place, that they all of them were 
the Difcipl^a &it4 j^onli^ POmpapiPfif of 
£hnfl| dbuiing his mtniftry »pp» e«urth^ pp 
dcfived thcw mfot^^m isBftf4)»tgly (f^m 

. .; : O4 thofe 
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thofe who were fo; that their accounts 
were publifhed on the fpot, in the midft of 
adverfaries, who had ^11 the authority df 
the ftate on their fide, who were inftigated 
bj political jea)oufies and by religious zeal, 
and even pledged by the atrocioufnefs of 
the crime they had committed to difpfove 
them, if it were poflible: thefe are fafts, 
concerning which it will be fufficient to 
obfefve, that the external evidence in fup- 
port of them is fuch, that, if it can be 
overthrown, the foundation upon trhich 
the belief of every diftant tranfa£liofi refts 
will be overthrown at the fame time, be- 
fides that the fcriptures afford a much 
ftrotig^r internal proof of their own au- 
thenticity than any other antient writings 
can boaft< 

That Chrift really died upon the crofs 
is a fa£t which has never been difputed> 
and v^hich indeed could never have been 

afierted. 
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aflerted, if it had not been true. The 
Evangelifts affirm that many perfons faw 
him, converfed with him, and felt him 
after he was rifen from the dead: In 
this, as in other inftances, that which the 
Apoftles had heard, that which they had 
fecn with their eyes, which they had 
looked on, and which their hands had 
handled of the word of life, they declared 
onto the world in their writings and dif*^ 
cdurfes. It has been remarked, that in the 
different gofpels there is fome diverfity irt 
the circumftances with which the refur- 
reiftion of our Lord is faid to have been 
accompanied; but it has alfo been repeat- 
edly and fatisfaclorily fliewn, that in this 
diverfity there is no inconfiftence; and that 
it is no greater than may always be -expec- 
ted in relations of the fame event, written j 
without any preconcerted plan, by diffe- 
rent perfons, at different intervals of time, 
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^nd addrdTed to readers of dHFerent dc- 
fcriptions. 

To recite the ioftances of Chrift's ap- 
pearance after bis refurreftion i&'hich are 
recorded ia fcripture is uttiuecef&ryj bje- 
caufe they ^re Jfo. generally jkiapwia:., to. ^ 
teriijto a d^t^. of jdae metljiod^ t)yjiyhjf;h 
judicious critics l^av^ riqwnGJted theiJ^^ 
ing variations ii^ th^.^ccjo^nt^^f it A/y^lfi}^ 
lead us too faf from the p]riof:i})j^l o^j^.^xf 
our confideration. Affi^^^i^S^W^^ w i^^ie 
credit of what h^ beeja i^idf ^^^ ^^^ 
Apaftles aud fjrft. G^rf ftians . .w^eiie tberaur 
thors of the ibookiS Qont^ed ,» the:.ppw 
teftauienti and th^t ther^ i^ no incauiifteor 
cy in them 5 but without infifting ofi th^ir 
authority as ijxfpired writings ^ we can, ha v-^ 
but tw9 r^^ftn^s againft adinittiing the teftir 
ijiony they co^tai^: ^iliiegr. that the Eyan* 
gelifts were themfelv^; deceived^ or that 
tboy intended to deceive others ^ that they 

were 



jiwr-c niot compBtent, ior. not faithful wit> 
ncflSes of thb/faflL ^ For,: afe to thofe- wlvd 
deny ia Godiiife ;pciwer< of jaifiag a db^iMi 
perfc© to Itfc'Viiule yet thcyallow diat be 
created man/ia the beginmng, or wlu» deigi^ 
that he cceabed xnan at all/ they am 9»ot 
concerned in; -this argument j they rinavj^ 
much. to unlearri befope they* can faead^ 
JDUttcdtO'th^'esiauiimatidB of it 

. JfiftSTi then,; it inuft be rememb^ed^ 
thMit i& .«SrnMd,7 not that our Lord ap^ 
l^ekredxiSBttre^^.br'at .a^^pairtiouiar hour of the 
JiightrOrto s^y one perfon, «af ahvay^ to 
due fame peHbns; but tiiat he< appeared 
^q^hti|)r, during forty days together, lEt 
different hows, in the. day a$ well as m 
like alight, to ieveral perfcmsy and to difteiC' 
^nt perfiaos at differdit times. Howaves, 
vm' may jmngine, diat one >od two of this 
followers of Chrift, deeply afFeSled by the 
clrcuraftances of his death, mufing on tke 

probabb 
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probable import of fome of his expreifion^ 
and aflifted in their erithufiafm by concomi- 
tant circumftanfces of foKtude, filence, and 
obfcurityj might, immediately after his cru- 
cifixion, have fuffered themfelves to be de- 
luded by the vifions of theit fancy; it can 
never bei ferioufly afferted thai fo great a 
number of them as faw him on the third 
day after his death fhould all be impofed 
on; it is abfolutely impoffible that they 
fliould continue to be fo, with all the means 
of examination which were afforded them 
during fo long a period. It is related that 
they faw him eat, that they touched his 
hands and his feet,- that he converfed with 
them on various fubjefts, expounding die 
fcriptures to them, and giving them direo- 
tions for their conduS. Could they bfe 
miftaken in all this? If they could, this 
world affords nothing for belief to reft on^ 

Nor 
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Nor mull k be forgotten, that the minds 
of the difciples were in a ftate by no means 
fit to contribute to fuch an illufion; they 
had always been flow of apprehenfi'on and 
belief^ and had now given up all the hopes 
they had fondly coneeived from mifinter- 
preted prediftions, and from the fuper- 
natural powers they had feen difplayed by 
their Lord. We thought^ faid two of them, 
it had been he who fliould have reftored the 
kingdom to Ifrael. But, with his life ended 
every expe£tation of temporal grandeur, the 
only expectation they appear to have for* 
med previous to his refurrefilion, or perhaps 
to his afcenfion. In this difpofition they 
were more likely to err on the fide of 
caution than of credulity: we find accor* 
dingly, that the two difciples who have 
been mentioned, though they had heard 
the teftimony of the women, who affirmed 
that they had feen a vifion of angels, which 
iaid that Jefus was alive; though feveral of 

their 
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their own company bad beeJH; eye wkneAes 
that the circuial^nces of the feptilchre cor^^ 
fefponded with thi? report; though in con- 
jfirmation of ix, the prophecies relating to 
the Mefliah, from Mofes downwards, had 
been explained to them, in a manner which 
they felt to be fomething extraordinary, 
while their hearts burned within them; yet 
do not appear to have been convinced till 
their eyes were opened^ and he became 
known to them in the breaking of bread. 
The minds of the apoflles themfelvcs were 
in the {ame ftate ; the words of the women 
appeared to them as idle taiks; they doubted 
and wondered, till their affent was extorted 
fay the fulleft and moft irrefragable proofs^ 
infomuch that Jefus upbraided them with 
their unbelief, and the hardnefs oi their 
hearts* 

As little can it be fuppofed that they 
m^ta miftaken refpe^ng the fupernatural 

powers 
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powers with which they affirm that they 
were invefted in confequ.euce of their Lord's 
refurreftion and afcenfioci. A number of 
men, who, on a variety of trying occafions, 
maintained fo calm and prudent a condu£t 
a$ the apoftles did ; who taught a doftrin^ 
fo reafonable, fo free from every tinfture 
of enthufiafm ; could never have believed 
that they wrought miracles of the moft un- 
queftionable kind, and converfed in lan^ 
guages they had never learned, while ii| 
reality they poffeffed no fuch powers. 
Tliere is therefore no pretence for faying 
that the writers of the new teftament were 
deceived themfelves; if their narrations are 
untrue, it was their intention to deceive 
others. 

Now, in the firft place, fuppofing that 
our Saviour was holden under the power 
of death, as other men are, it was very 
unlikely that his followers fhould make 

any 
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any attempt towards fupporting his credit* 
Convinced, as they mull have been, that 
he was an imppftor, in his pretences td 
the office of the Meffiah, they were more 
likely to be indignant at the deception he 
had put on them, and at the difappoint- 
ment of their hopes, than to engage in 
any new undertaking to carry on a defign 
which had received fo fignal and difgrace- 
ful a check : or if, fuppreffing thefe feel- 
ings, they aSed on a mere calculation of 
intereft, what was the intereft they pur- 
fued, what their probability of fuccefs; 
did they propofe to themfelves honor, or 
power, or wealth? Thefe, as has been 
obferved, were among the inducements 
which attached them to their matter du- 
ring his Jife. Then they were elated with 
the expeftation of fitting on his right hand 
and on his left in the temporal kingdom to 
which their eyes were direfted^ but now 
the cafe was altered. Suppofing Chrift 

dead 
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dead to rife no more, all hope of this kind 
muft die within them; and that all hope 
did die appears plainly from their conduft. 
Nay, when during our Lord's continuance 
on earth after his refurreftion, it feemed, 
fo deeply rooted was it in their hearts, to 
revive for a time, at his afcenfion it was 
finally annihilated, or rather the nature of 
it was changed from carnal to fpiritual, 
from temporal to eternal; and we hear no 
more of a kingdom of this world to be re- 
ftored to Ifrael. 

Besides, the Apoftles* tempers and no- 
tions were plainly not of that kind which 
could lead them into a hope of obtaining 
heaven by what, if it was an impofture, 
was an impofture of the moft impious kind. 
But, admitting that their former ambitious 
views had ilill fuch an afcendency in their 
minds as to fuperfede every other, confider- 
ation, could they be fo infatuated as to 
P imagine 
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imagine that it was by an adherence to the 
caufe of their crucified n\afl:er that fuch 
views could ever be accompliflied? Riches^ 
reputation, and power, were engaged on 
the oppofite fide, while the only profpeft 
prefented to the followers of Jefus, and 
which was too foon realifed, was poverty, 
affliftion, ftripes, imprifonment, and death. 
If their mailer had fallen a facrifice to the 
envy and malice of his dwn nation, and 
the fufpicious jealoufy of the Romans, was. 
it probable that a perfecution, in which 
bigotry and policy were united, would 
flop at him ? If fuch things had been done 
in the green tree, what was to be expefted 
in the dry? Or fuppofe that they could, 
at firft, have encouraged fo chimerical a 
notion, as that, with every circumftance, 
humanly fpeaking, againft them, they might 
ftill be fuccefsful; how could they perfe- 
vere in it after they had begun to expe- 
rience its fallacioufnefsj after feme of them 

had 
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had been imprifoned smd beaten, and one 
of their number. Saint Stephen, had been 
put to death before their eyes? Saint Paul, 
at leaft, could not be under the influence 
of any preconceived opinions. 

LoKa after the difeiples had ceafed to 
hope that the rewards to be beftowed on 
them by their matter were of a temporal 
kind, he was ftill immerfed in the ftudy, 
-and diftinguiftied among the moft zealous 
adherents, of the ceremonial law: he even 
thought it a crime to continue an inaftive 
fpe£iator of the progrefs of doctrines, which 
tended to fubvert the religion of his country, 
and, in the fpirit of a Pbarifee, armed him- 
felf witiithe civil power, for the purpofe 
of extirpating^hem. Yet this man, ardent 
indeed in his temper, but untin£lured with 
f^natieifm; and, as both his writings and 
his conduct teftify, fedate and fober in his 
judgement} was induced to fepamte him- 
P2 felf 
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felf from the party to which he had always 
been attached by principle, aflfeftion, and 
intereft, to renounce a religion which he 
knew to have been divinely eftabliflied, 
and had been ufed to confider as of eter- 
nal obligation; to glory in the crofs of 
Ghrift, and to co\int all that he had forfeit- 
ed as drofs, compared with that crown of 
glory to be received by the faithful at the. 
refurre^lion of the dead. No kft a caufe 
than that affigned in fcripture, can be con^ 
ceived to have produced fueh a change; 
but if that caufe be admitted, it is in itfelf 
decifive of the fubjedl we are confidering. 

List it however be fuppofed, (for this is 
a cafe in which the moft extravagant fup- 
pofitions have been made,) that the apoftles 
had fome unknown inexplicable motive for 
wifhing to deceive their contemporaries 
and pofterity. Was thefe the leaft proba- 
bility of fuccefs to encQur^ge them to make 

thQ 
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Ae attempt? Or if enthufiafm rendered 
them blind to every obftacle, their blind* 
nefs might have proved fatal to themfelves, 
but would it have effefted their purpofe? 
While the corpfe of their matter remained 
in the poffeflion of the adverfe party, all 
pretences of a refurreftion rtight be in* 
ftantly confuted by the mere produ£lioti of 
it. It was abfolutely neceflary that they 
fliould get it into their hands, and within 
the time which, as was well known to the 
priefts and Pharifees, he had prefixed for 
his rifing again. But the fepulcre was fea- 
led, and watched by a ghard whom it was 
not eafy to overpower by force ; befides that 
force, could it have prevailed, would have 
defeated its own end, and whofe vigilance 
it was impoffible to elude. The idle tale 
of the body having been ftolen, while a 
number of foldiers, trained in the Roman 
difcipline, were all afleep, was calculated 
only for the vulgar, and is the ftrongeft 
P 3 confirmation 
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confirmation of the faft it was intended to 
difcredit. 

Even if we go one ftep farther, and ad- 
mit, not only that fuch an attempt was 
made without any reafonable inducement, 
but that it fucceeded by fome unaccoun- 
table means; ftill a material difficulty re- 
mains. Perfons who invent or abet a falfe- 
hood for fordid ends, recant with. as little 
fcruple when called on by intereft to do fo. 
We know with what avidity fuch a re- 
cantation wourd have been received, how 
liberally it would have been rewarded, how 
induftrioufly it would have been propagate4 
by the rulers of the Jewifli nation: yet, 
after twenty years had elapfed, a period 
more than fufficient to extinguifh every 
hope of temporal advantages, though of 
five hundred brethren, who had feen our 
Saviour at once after his refurreftion, the 
jgreater part was ftill alive; not one, in fo 

greati 
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great a number was found to faulter in his 
leftimony, and many of them, after perfe- 
vering in it calmly through life, amidft 
every difcouragement and affliftion, fealed 
it at laft in their blood. 

Why it pleafed our blefled Lord to (hew 
himfelf to thefe chofen witnefTes, and not 
to all the people, it would be of no confe- 
quence to the validity ot their teftimony 
whether we could difcover or not. Con- 
vincing reafons have, however, been af- 
figned by able and difpaffionate inquirers; 
for, I had almoft faid, the neceffity of fuch 
a feleftion* 

The fa£t of Chrift*s refurreftion is fo in- 
timately connefted with every other fa£l 
and doSrine contained in the new tefta- 
ment, that it's truth, once eftablifhed, im- 
plies the truth of the reft. They are, how- 
ever, capable of an independent proof, and 
P 4 from 
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from arguments exaftly fimilar to thofe: 
Avhich have been adduced. In their re- 
ports of their matter's miracles and dif- 
courfes, the apoftles had no inducement to 
deceive others, they could not be deceived 
thcmfelves. 

It is not poffible to fee, without equal 
furprife and concern, perfons profeffing to 
be employed in the fearch of truth, and 
yet from prejudice, or the affe£tation of 
Singularity, refitting fuch accumulated evi- 
dence, and rejefling a religion which alone 
affords a foundation of reafonable hope, con- 
fittent principles, and uniform conduft. 
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SERMON X. 



Deuteronomy, Ch. xxix. V* 29. 



LORD OUR GOt) ; BUT THOSE THINGS; 
WHICH ARE REVEALED BELONG UNTO 
US AND OUR CHILDREN FOR EVER, 
THAT WE MAY DO ALL THE WORDS 
OF THIS LAW." 

HE more attention we pay to the con- 
duft of mankind, the more we fhall be 
convinced of the truth of an old obfer- 
vation; that nothing is a greater proof of 
found judgement than the avoiding all ex- 
tremes; and yet, few are to be found who 
fteadily maintain that middle courfe which 
leads to the attainment of happinefs, and 

to 
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to the degree of peffe£lion in virtue, and 
fcience, of which human nature is capable. 
Inftances are perpetually forcing themfelves 
on our notice in the ordinary tranfaftions of 
life; and, if we dire£l our view to (what 
may be confidered as a fuperior depart- 
ment) the conduft of the imderftanding, by 
men who profefs to exercife thought and 
refleflion; we fball fee abilities, that might 
have been fuccefsfuUy employed in the 
fearch of truth, prevented and rendered 
lifelefs by prefumption, fcepticifin, or re- 
finement. 

Many there are fo confident of their 
abilities, as to perfuade themfelves that 
they are capable of penetrating the inmoft 
recefles of nature, and the moft myfterioua 
difpenfations of providence. Accordingly, 
whatever they cannot comprehend is pro- 
nounced to have no exiftence; whatever 
they fuppofe they bav^ difcovered, how- 
ever 
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ever fubtle and abftrufe, however contra- 
di^ory to the general fenfe of mankind, is 
affirmed with the moft dogmatical affu- 
rance. On the other hand, there are per- 
fons, who, becaufe fome things are infcru- 
table, and many things admit only a partial 
inveftigation, confider the purfuit of truth 
as the purfuit of a chimaera, and give them- 
felves up to univerfal fcepticifm, or fink 
into intelleftual indolence. Antient phi- 
lofophy furniflies examples of both thefe 
dangerous extremes ; and would that 
modern philofophy, would that modem 
theology did not ! The words of the text 
contain a concife direftion by which they 
may both be avoided. They fuggeft that 
there are fome things which concern God 
only, and which man will in vain attempt 
to difcover; but that others, in which alfo 
God is concerned, it is not only allowable, 
but abfolutely incumbent on man to invefti- 
gate, iince the performance of the duty he 
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©Wes to his creatbr will depend, ift lio fmall 
d'egfee, on his forming juft conceptions of 
them-. 

A (SoNsiBEftATiON of thcfc two propo- 
titions, will comprehend the cafe of natural^ 
fts well as ot revealed religion. Firft, the 
tecret things belong unto the Lord our God, 

When, after having made )pr6Vii(ron foi 
the abfolule neceffaries of life, the aftive 
tnihd of man began to find leifare for re* 
fie6tion; no fpeculation would appear fo in-i- 
terefting and important, as an inquiry into 
his own origin, into the purpofe and ten* 
dehcy of his pr^fent ftate of exiftence. 
Reafon-, in this, 4s in other fubj efts, pro* 
teeding from what is obvious and fenfible^ 
to what k temote and abftrufe, would 
gradually afcend from the vifible things of 
this world to the invifible things of him who 
fa^de them; and having coUefted, with a 

certain 
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certain degree of evidence, and precifion^ 
the being and attributes of God, would in= 
fer from them his moral government, £^4 
the probability of future retribution, 

The wifeft of the antient philofophers, 
without any biafs from prejudice on hi^ 
mind ; (for he knew not that any authentic 
revelation exiftcd, or had ever been promir 
fed to mankind) confidered it however a§ 
no improbable event, that conclufions, fq 
formed, might in due time be confirnied 
or corrcfted by immediate communication^ 
from heaven ; that others might be fuggeC? 
ted, which, though perhaps difcoverable 
by reafon in the procefs of inquiry, had not 
been aftually difcovered; and farther, that 
certain peculiarities of the * divine nature 
might alfo be imparted, together with du- 
ties and Gonfequences refulting from them^ 
which, not being deducible from any faft? 
or principles previoufly known, would reft 
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folely on the authcwrity by which they were 
revealed. 

Those who reje£l revelation on the 
ground of its being fuperfluous, do not, it 
is prefumed, rate the powers of the human 
tinderftanding fo highly, as to imagine that 
no limits are afSgned to its progrefs: every 
hour's experience too fenfibly confutes any 
fuch pretenfion. The fuhje£ts with which 
men are continually conv^rfant> and which 
they have means of fubmitting to- the moll 
rigorous examination, are yet but fuper-r 
ficially known. There is fomething that fo 
completely baffles all refearches, purfued 
beyond a certain point, a^ even to preclude 
conjefture. And (hall that intelleft, which 
forms only confufed ideas of its own func*' 
tions, and of the material frame to which 
it is united, be thought capable of compre- 
hending the univerfal fyftem, and of fathom- 
ing; the purpofes of ottwipotence? But^ if 

the 
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the affertion means only that whatever h 
neceffary to be known may be difcovered 
without fupernatural affiftance, and that 
confequently no fuch affiftance has beea 
given; this implies that there are alfo fe- 
cret things belonging to God, with which 
it is not neceffary that man, in his prefent 
ftate at leaft, fhould be acquainted. 

On the other hand, to admit that a reve* 
lation has been given, is tacitly to acknow- 
ledge the natural infufEciency of the hunuan 
faculties; all unneceffary interpofitions be» 
ing fo contrary to the evident plan of the 
divine adminiftration, that the objeftion of 
thofe who deny the authenticity of fcripture 
on this ground can only be fet afide, by 
fliewing that the affertion on which it is 
founded is untrue. 

But the admonition of the text, it may 
be faid, addreffed to a people who lived 

confeffedly 
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confefledly under a law of types and figures^ 
and beheld, as through a glafs, darkly ; is 
not applicable to chriftians, who fee thofe 
things which many prophets and righteous 
men defired to fee, and faw them not; 
whom the day fpring from on high hath 
vifited, and on whom the fun of righteouf- 
nefs is rifen. The queftion therefore with 
believers is, whether that fuller communi- 
cation of divine truth, which has been 
vouchfafed to mankind in the new tefta- 
ment, enables them to inveftigate it in all 
its circumftances> and to its utmoft extent. 

The analogy difcoverable between the 
fyftem of nature, and that of revealed re* 
ligion, has been alleged as a llrong prcr 
fumption that they are derived from the 
fame author. Of the various inftances into 
which this analogy branches, the cafe under 
confideration is one. That multiplicity of 
ingenious inventions, by which fociety in 
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its prefent improved Hate is furnifhed, not 
only with the neceffaries, but with the con- 
veniencies and elegancies of life, in fo ample 
a manner, that imagination can fcarce de- 
vife a farther refinement on them, teftifies 
how gracioufly man's faculties are adapted 
to explore the properties of matter, fo far as 
a knowledge of them can contribute to his 
ufe or enjoyment. The impenetrable ob- 
fcurity, in which others of its qualities are 
enveloped, (hews that no indulgence was 
intended to what, within his prefent fphere 
of a£tion, is probably a vain curiofity. 

A SIMILAR procedure of providence is 
obfervable in our fpiritual concerns. This 
life is a ftate of moral probation, and the 
proper bufinefs of mankind, during their 
continuance in it, is. to acquire fuch ideas 
of their relation to God and to each other, 
and to form fuch habits of aftion, corref^ 
poj^derit to th.efe relation?, as iiiay qualify 
Q them 
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them hereafter for employments of a motd 
exalted kind, and of more extenfive utility. 
In the profecution of thefe fubjefts, the/ 
have been aflifted, from time to time, by 
communications from above^ fuited to the 
exigencies of the feveral periods at which 
they took place. (Why thefe communi- 
cations were gradual, why they were not 
more explicit, makes no part of the prefent 
difcuffion; though, confiftently with that 
caution and fefpeft which fliould accom- 
pany all attempts to explain the divine 
oeconomy, a rational account of ft might be 
given.) Finally, the Mefliah, in whom' all 
the counfels of God were compleat, appear- 
ed in the world, and having promulgated 
a religion, w^hich in due time was to over- 
fpread the earth, bequeathed to mankind 
the everlafting Gofpel, the ultimate decla- 
ration of the will and gracious purpofes of 
his Fatherr 



Th 
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This Gofpel is ftyled, by thofe who 
tranfmitted it to pofterity,- a marvelous 
light, fo radient that thofe who walk in 
it are denominated children of light and 
of the day. And well do thofe writings de- 
ferve the name, which teach authoritatively 
what is that true, and acceptable, and per- 
feft will of God, comprifed in a fyftem of 
morality founded on the pureft principles^ 
and of religious worfliip, fit for fpiritual 
beings to pay, and for the Father of fpirits 
to receive: which afford fuch views of the 
nature and providence of God, as conduce 
efTentially to the promotion of virtue an4 
happinefs; the great and infeparable pur- 
pofes of our being: which, while they con- 
firm the deduftions of reafon concerning 
the exiflence and attributes of the Deity, 
footh the mind with difplays of his benignity 
and condefcenfion to the infirmities of his 
creatures, beyond what they could have 
prefumed to hope, or were able to conceive. 
Q 2 Without 
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Without the aid of revelation it never 
could have been known that the appropriate 
office of a being, partaking of the divine 
nature, is to fanftify the hearts, and con- 
firm the wavering refolutions of thofe who 
pioufly and humbly implore his facred in- 
fluence. That the Son of God, the bright- 
nefs of his Father's glory, by whom alfo he 
made the world, fhould fo fympathife with 
the fallen ftate of mankind, as to diveft him- 
felf of that glory, to become the voluntary 
inftrument of his Father's mercy, the me- 
diator of a new and better covenant; nay, 
that he fhould account the benefits which 
accrue to man from this unexampled felf 
abafement, a recompencc for the hardfhips, 
and contumely to which his life was ex- 
pofed, and for the painful and ignominious 
death by which it was terminated. 

No difpenfation could fo firikingly have 
exemplified the price of virtue in the fight 

of 
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of God, as his fending his only Son into the 
world to enforce it both by precept and ex- 
ample. Nothing could have afforded fuch 
fupport and encouragement, under every 
difficulty and calamity to which we may be 
expofed by an adherence to it, as this il- 
luftrious inftance, that a ftate even of fevere 
and long continued fuffering, is compatible 
with the mod perfeft love and higheft ap- 
probation of our Governor and Judge. 
Nothing could more effeftually vindicate 
the myfterious fchemes of his providence to 
men and angels, than the ultimate triumph 
of oppreffed virtue over fuccefsful malice ; 
the exaltation of Chrift to be a Prince and 
Saviour, while his enemies were humbled 
in the duft. 

Thus, in the fcicnce of religion, as well 

as in that of nature, all that it imports man 

to know, has been conveyed to him in the 

way beft adapted to improve his underftan- 

Q 3 ^i^g* 
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dmg, and to touch his heart. But, when 
he would purfue this fubjeft through all 
its extent and all its detail, when he en- 
gages in abftrufe fpeculations, too well 
known from the eager difputes and un- 
chriftian animofities, they have excited, to 
need being enumerated here, all is obfcurity 
and error. Scripture affords no light, and 
in no inftance has it been treated with more 
irreverance, or received greater injury, than 
in prefumptuous applications of it to fub- 
jefts which it never was intended to explain. 
Senfes and faculties cffentially different from 
thofe which divine wifdom has beftowed on 
man, as beft fuited to the place he at pre- 
fent occupies in the fcale of creation, may 
be neceffary to the comprchenfion of thofe 
fubjcfts refpefting which he bewilders him- 
felf in vain. A wider field of fpeculation 
might have detached him too much from 
thofe practical duties in which fo great a 
part of his trial confifts. It is not improbable 

that 
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that the hiftory of the firft pair was in part 
intended for a warning to their pofterity, to 
flop with reverence at the bounds which 
are prefcribed to human knowledge. Few 
in depth of thought and refearch have ex- 
celled the great epic poet of this nation, 
nor was he unconfcious of the powers he 
pofleffed ; yet, as is well known, the pur- 
fuit of what he calls vain wifdom and falfe 
philofophy, is among the inftanccs he has 
chofen to exemplify the pcrverfe difpofitions 
of the fallen angels* 

Men who had fabricated an impofture 
for interefted purpofes, would have had re- 
courfe to artifices of conciliation, to com- 
penfate the deficiency of truth ^ and availed 
themfelves of the curiofity fo prevalent 
among Jews and Heathens, by profefling 
to gratify it with authentic communications 
from heaven. The obje6t of Chrift and 
|he Apoftles, was not to pleafe the world, 
Q4 but 
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but to do the will of him who fent them; 
they preached the doflrines that were to 
make men wife unto falvation, and would 
have held it profane to endeavour to pro- 
cure them a reception by any other pieans 
than their proper evidence. 

As the filence of revelation, on point« 
refpefting which no information can be de- 
rived from any other fource, is a proof that 
they were not intended to be known by 
man, and ought to reprefs premature cu- 
riofity: fo, on the other hand, the very ex- 
iftence of a revelation, duly authenticated, 
impofes on thofe to whc«n it is addreffed, 
the ftrifteft obligation to acquaint them* 
felves, according to the meafure of their 
talents and opportunities, with whatever 
it contains. 

Authors who profefs to develope the fe- 
cret fprings of human policy, and to point 

ouf 
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out the origin and tendency of tranfaftions, 
which, to an ordinary eye, appear for- 
tuitous and unconnefted, are read with 
avidity, and ftudied with the clofeft atten- 
tion. Analogies are carefully drawn be- 
tween the aftual ftate of things, and that 
which is defcribed, and leflbns of enter- 
prife or caution are derived from them; 
fometimes with the more felfifli view of 
perfonal aggrandifement ; fometimes with 
the nobler one of converting them to the 
benefit of mankind. But where is the fci- 
ence, where the obje£l of purfnit, that'gives 
fuch fcope both to the powers of the un- 
derftanding, and the beft emotions of the 
heart, as a minute and unprejudiced in- 
veftigation of the hiftory of God's dealings 
with man; from the offence of the firft 
Adam, in whom we all die, to the advent 
and miniftry of the fecond, in whom we 
all are made alive. 

The 
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The folemnity and awful circumftances^ 
by which this difpenfation has been dif- 
tinguiflied through the feveral ftages of its 
progrefs, are calculated to awaken the moft 
infenfible, and to fix the attention of the 
moft unthinking. Experience has fhewn, 
and we have already had occafion to ob- 
ferve, that the hun^an faculties, however 
limited in certain refpefts, are adequate to 
all the concerns of the prefent life; they 
are in themfelves the fource of intelleftual 
pleafure> an enjoyment of a ftill higher 
kind; they penetrate the abyfs of fpace, 
and reduce to order and fyftem objefts of 
which the remotenefs feems to mock in- 
quiry, and the vaftn^fs to furpaf^ a finite 
comprehenfion. 

To the direftion of thefe faculties man- 
kind are left in the moft difficult, and in> 
wliat appear to them, the moft important 
and interefting conjefturcs. Empires rife 

and 
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fall, revolutions take place which convulfe 
the world, virtue is oppreffed, and vice 
triumphant: ftill, all appears to proceed 
according to an eftablilhed order of caufes 
and effects; no voice is heard from heaven; 
whatever ihare an overruling power may- 
have in producing or controuling fucli 
events, its influence is fo filent and indireft, 
as (even when they come to be difpaflfionate- 
]y ftudied in the page of hiftory, and with 
a more extended view of their conneflions 
and confequences,) to afford rather matter 
of conjefture than of certainty. 

From this plan, fo generally, and, as 
€ven our imperfeft apprehenfion can dif- 
cover, fo wifely adhered to, we find but 
one deviation, though the records we pof- 
fefs are almoft coeval with the exiftcnce of 
our race. For, the prophecies, the calling 
of Abraham, the miraculous communica- 
tions and deliverances vouchfafed to th^ 

F^riarchs 
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Patriarchs and their defcendants> the fia- 
gular polity of the Jews, all were prepara- 
tory and fubordinate to that myftery into 
which even the angelic hoft were defirous 
to look; that fecond creation, more glorious 
than the firft, when the morning ftars fang 
together, and the fons of God fliouted for 
Joy* Well indeed did the divine purpofe, 
m fending the Mefliah upon earth, corref- 
pond to thofe awful difplays of fupernatural 
power by which it was prefigured and ac- 
companied. It was not to adjuft the petty 
interefts of individuals or ftates, it com- 
prifed not one fleeting generation of men j 
but, having been decreed in the counfels 
of God before the foundation of the world,, 
it reached from the beginning to the con- 
fummation of all things^ conferring on 
myriads, to whom it never was promul- 
gated, a ftate of blifs, fuch as eye hath not 
feen, nor car heard, nor hath it entered in- 
to 
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to the heart of man to conceive -, incorrup- 
tible, eternal in the heavens* 

But however benevolent the original 
purpofe of God in the formation of man, 
however his fpirit has fince continued to 
ftrive with the perverfity of his creatures, it 
appears from the whole tenor of fcripture, 
that a certain degree of co-operation on 
their part is indifpenfible to the attainment 
of the happinefs that awaits them; nay, 
that happinefs in a rational being implies, 
and is infeparable from, the practice ^nd 
confcioufncfs of virtue. The idea of God's 
benevolence is not more confirmed by the 
ineftimable benefit of redemption, than the 
neceflity of doing all the words of his law 
is enforced by the mode in which it was 
conferred. Inftead of pronouncing an un- 
conditional pardon, which perhaps would 
have been inconfiftent with his attributes, 
he fent Chrift upon earth to be at once a 

preacher 
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preacher and example of moral and re* 
ligious duties. The conduft of the Son of 
God was invariably regulated by thofe prin- 
ciples which reafon and confcience diftate 
to mankind, and this ftrift conformity to 
them was fo far from being derrogatory 
from the dignity of his. nature, that it is 
a£Ggned as the caufe of his exaltation above 
all principalities and powers, and of his in- 
veftiture with a kingdom which fhall have 
no end, the fceptre of which is emphatically 
called a fceptre of rightcoufnefs. It is ef- 
fential that the charafter of the fubje£ls of 
this kingdom fliould refemble that of their 
Sovereign: to form fuch a charafter is a 
work of care and time. Fitnefs for the 
comparatively trifling employments of our 
prefcnt ftate implies a previous courfe of 
inftruftion, continual application, and much 
praftice: and as the feafons of childhood 
and youth are feafons of preparation for 
the duties of maturer age, fo the whole of 

this 
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this mortal life is a feafon in which princi- 
ples and habits are to be acquired that 
may qualify us for the life to come. 

In the acquifition of the principles there 
is no difficulty, or danger of being mifled- 
They are contained in books written hf 
perfons divinely commiffioned to impart 
them, and imparted with fuch plainnefs 
and fimplicity, that the commoneft under- 
ftanding is competent to difcern the great 
truths neceflary to falvation. By frequent 
meditation on thefe facred truths, man be- 
comes impreffed with fentiments of love 
and reverence for the author of all that is 
good ; his views are gradually enlarged, 
and he learns, not, as fome vainly affeft, 
to undervalue the employments and blef- 
fings of this traniitory ftate, but to appre- 
ciate them by the relation they bear to that 
to which he afpires. In proportion as the 
mind is fo conftituted, the creature ap- 
proximates. 
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proximates, vaft as the interval muft always 
be, to a refemblance of him who made him. 
What is finful, by degrees ceafes to be a 
temptation, and becomes an objeft of 
abhorrence: what is juft and holy is no 
longer a talk, but the attrafting power to 
which his heart feems inftinftively to turn. 
There is no unreafonablenefs in fuppofing 
that admiffion to a more intimate acquain- 
tance with the perfe6tions of God, and ap- 
pointments to offices of more important 
truft, may conftitute, to a fpirit fo prepared 
and trained, that ineffable bleffednefs re- 
ferved for thofe who have been faithful in 
the things committed to them here below. 
But what remains for thofe whofe faculties 
have been immerfed in floth, or brutalized 
by fenfual pleafures? What, at beft, but 
the unfatisfied cravings of degenerate ap- 
petites, fince they have rendered them- 
felves incapable of tailing any happinefs 

that 
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that is fit for a pure and. holy being to 
beftow. 

It is not meant to be affirmed that the 
M^hole of what is revealed, though it is 
revealed for our edification, and belongs 
to us and to our children, is therefore open 
to the apprehenfion of every man who may 
iearch the 'fcriptures with a ferious pur- 
pofe, and with his beft attention. Perfons 
whofe underftandings, naturally ftrong, 
have been improved by culture, and who 
have leifure for contemplation, will dif- 
cover, both direftly and by inference, what 
efcapes an ordinary reader; but, if they 
have been aftuated in their refearches by 
a motive worthy of the fubjeft, they will 
confider the diffufion of thefe difcoveries as 
the bell acknowledgement they can make, 
in their humble fphere, to the Father of 
lights, from whom all knowledge is de- 
rived, and who difpenfes his gifts unequally, 
- R in 
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in order to give fcope to the exercife of 
benevolence among the members of that 
body, wrhich is fitly joined and compafted 
by that which every joint fupplieth, and of 
which the head is Chrift. An intimate 
knowledge of hiftory, of the language and 
opinions, the cuftoms and manners of an- 
tiquity, efpecially of the countries which 
were the fcenes of the principal events re- 
corded in holy writ, joined to an acquain- 
tance with thofe improvements in fcience 
which God has afforded to thefe later ages, 
enables men to avail themfelves more and 
more of that light which fhined fo long in 
darknefs, while the darknefs comprehended 
it not; and caufes the fcorn with which 
feeming inconfiflences have been treated 
by a fuperficial petulant fe£t, in modern 
times mif-named philofophers, to recoil on 
themfelves. 

Ths 
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The rule, laid down in the former part 
of the text, is not infringed by the moft ac- 
curate inveftigation of fcripture, nor by fair 
deduftions from what it really contains, 
but by unauthorifed theories, which minif- 
ter queftions, rather than godly edifying; 
and confident conclufions refpefting the 
ways of providence, the refult of crude 
conceptions, and fliort fighted views. 
Thofe who are defirous to know all the 
words of the law, in order to do them, 
proceed ftep by ftep; and with reverential 
caution : it cannot indeed be denied, that 
perfons whofe lives and principles, in the 
main, were truly pious, have fometimes over- 
llepped the boundary prefcribed to them, 
. and in this inftance betrayed an over ween- 
ing opinion of themfelves, and a fondnefs 
for admiration; faults far removed from the 
genuine fpirit of chriftianity. Let us not, 
however, be leduced by what is laudable 
in their conduft, into a participation of 
R 2 their 
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their error; but above all, let us beware of 
the example of thofe who offend in both 
points; who are fo engroffed by unprofitable 
fpeculations as to difregard the fubftance of 
religion, and incur at once the blame of 
prefumption and negleft. 




SERMON 



(245 ) 



SERMON XI, * 



€S 



Haggai, CA. i. r. 5. 

THUS SAITH THE LORD, CONSIDER YOUR 



WAYS. 



W, 



H^N one perfon defires another only 
to confider what is moft for his real good, 
and whether he be purfuing it or not, he 
would be fure, we may prefunie, of ob- 
taining his r^queft. 

When the Almighty, the Creator and 
Governor of the Univerfe, who gave man- 
kind their exiftence, and fupports it by his 
continual favour, condefcends to addrefs 
R3 himfelf 

* Preached in Lent 1794.* 
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himfelf to them in fimilar language, it muft 
be the height of obftinacy and per^erfnefs 
to neglefl itj and that it niiay not be ne- 
glected, the church has taken care to have 
it particularly offered to our attention, by 
appointing a feafon for felf-recolleftion. 

Oij confidering the nature of man, it is 
apparent, not only that it is compofed of 
two parts, the one external, which we per- 
ceive with our fenfes, and the other inter- 
nal, which we difcover only by reflexion; 
but that this internal part is likewife made 
up of various particulars, poffefling different 
degrees of importance, all of which are 
united together ^nd form a whole, fome 
being evidently in fubordination to others. 
The real happinefs therefore of fuch a be- 
ing, muft arife from keeping each part in 
due order, that the general conftitution of 
his inw^ard frame may not be injured: he 
mufl afford to each particular only fuch in- 
dulgence 
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dulgence as its rank demands, and fuch as 
is confiftent with allowing proper regard to. 
every other; he muft gratify his. appetite 
and his paffions in fuch manner and de- 
gree, as net to debafe his aflPedtions in dif- 
regard of his reafon and his cpnfcience. 
But a very little acquaintance with human 
nature, top plainly convinces us that this 
harmony which Ihould arife from the due 
regulatiqn of the various parts of our inter- 
nal franie, is in all perfons confiderably dif- 
turbed, and in the generality of mankind 
to fuch a degree, that inftead of afting with 
an eye to every part of their nature, and 
principally to the fuperior part, they fol- 
low thoughtleflly the impulfe of the lowed, 
as circumftances accidently determine, 

From hence fprings continual difquiet, 

fimilar to that which is experienced in any 

civil government when due order and fub- 

ordination are deftroyed, aud the inferior 

R 4 members 
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members of fociety ufurp the place of the 
hi^heft. And befides this internal difguft 
which fprings naturally from the defl:ru£tton' 
of order in our minds, there is a foiifce of 
uneaifmels upon the whole ftill more dif- 
treffing which arrives from a fenfe of guilt, 
and which muft by fome means or other bd 
allayed, or our happinefs is uttefly de- 
ftroyed. Every one that reflefts upon hi^ 
nature and his condition, and conliderst 
them (what they really are) as the appoint- 
ments of a fuperior power, muft know that 
^le is refponfible to that power for not 
having afted according to that nature^ and 
the motives which he may by any means 
have received ot his maker's will ; nay, 
whether he reflefts or not, of this truth, thd 
fuperior part of his frame, his confcience, 
will at times render him fufficiently fenfible. 

When from the nature of man we turn 
to the contemplation of his external con- 
dition 
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ditim iri tHe pferctit \<rorM, thfe Rt^' thirig^ 
likdy td ftriKe ii§, is^ the itiixttfre of good' 
And dvil ill thd VaKidus fituaticms of human 
life: that ^s' there is no ftafe' of {ixfftriTYg 
(fuch is th6 goodnefs of rtitrhtarehly Father) 
which excludes every fource of fatisfaftion, 
fo there is nb ftdte of enjoyment ilnattehded 
by fome drfa^i'^e^bte circumfta'nces. In the 
early morning of life when all things aj^peaif 
gay and (Captivating to oiir imaginations^ 
dreffed in the charms of novelty, we apc 
apt to entertain more flattering notions j 
and if our domeftic fituation be upon the 
whole comfortable, as we feel not, from 
the merciful provilions of providence for the 
tender years of childhood, the inconve- 
niences of our fituation, or at lead thofe 
only which are (hort lived, we are led to 
think that human life may be rendered one 
continued courfe of enjoyment; but this 
delufion gradually retires as we proceed, 
vanjfliing altogether, long. before our fun 

has 
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lias attained its meridian height: and, as 
extremes ever beget one another, this un-- 
reafonable expectation of enjoyment too 
often ends in exceflive fears of the evils of 
lifeji and inattention to its real good. 

Another thing, vsrhich no great ex- 
perience of human affairs is fufficient to 
teach a reflefting perfon, is — the natural un- 
fatisfaftorinefs of every earthly enjoyment. 
Things appear to our minds extremely de- 
firable and capable of affording the higheft 
degree of continued happine{s> which are 
found after a while to lofe in pofTeffion all 
power of delighting, and to be unable to 
exclude frDm our lives infipidity and dif- 
gufl* Of this all perfons are fenfible as far 
as their experience has hitherto extended ^ 
but mofl perfons,. looking for the caufe of 
it not where it really exifls, in the genera,! 
nature of fublunary objefts, but fuppofing 
it tof hq in the particular nature of the ob- 

J€£t& 



( 251 ) 

jefts which have engaged their attention 
with frefh hopes, divert their purfuit to 
other objefts, which are fure' to produce 
freih difappointment, till at length they too 
often grow difcontented with the worid, 
and repine at the wife and gracious difpen- 
fafions of providence, and drag out the re- 
mainder of their days in peevifli difiatis- 
faftion with themfelves, arid every thing 
around them, ■ '■ \ ' ■ ' 

A THIRD circumftance in our prefent 
condition, will unavoidably ftrike us whe- 
ther we confider it or not. Th^ moft ex- 
tended age of man, taken in one point of 
view, is but a leflbn of the fliortnefs of hu- 
man life, and almoft every day affords fome 
inftance of its uncertainty. This point re- 
quires no enlargement ; the bare mention 
of it brings a cloud over the brighteft face; 
and the thoughtsi of it, which will fometimes 
pccur, can arreft for a time the moflf eager 

purfuit 
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pjurTmt of bufinefs, of ambition, or of plea- 
fure. Ail fleih is as gmfs, aad all the gJory 
o( man a§^ thfe flower of grafs; the graf^ 
.witberetb^ and the flower thereof falletb 
l^wavv 

Now, for a being poffeffed of fuch a na- 
-ture, aiid placed in fuch 9ircuraftaxK:es, 
Vfhv^ is the proper fcheme of life, in order 
to fecure his greateft good ? Certainly one, 
(if it can be found) which will reftore to 
theirr proper order all the parts ot his inward 

. fi-amc, and quiet the fears and apprehen- 
fions of guilt ; thus procuring peace and 

.fcreftity of mind: one which will enable 

.him to take a$ much of the good things of 
human life, with as little of the evil as is 
poffible: one which will teach him how to 
prolong the power oi receiving fatisfa6tion 
from the pleafures of it: and laflly, one 
which Will enable him to look with ftead- 

. faft hope beyond the boundaries of the pre- 

fent 
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fent contrasted ftate of exiftence, and to be 
eafy in his mind notwithftanding the un- 
certainty of it. 

And is there not fuch a fcheme of life to 
be found? Do we not indeed already pof- 
fefs it in that which is pointed out to us 
by the chriftian religion ? Is it not the pro- 
fefled aim of the chriftian religion to remedy 
the evils which fpring from the diforder of 
our internal frame, and by reducing each 
part to its due ftate, to reftore the original 
harmony of our minds? Does it not en- 
deavour to reftrain our appetites within the 
bounds proper to the inferior part of our 
nature, to moderate our paffions, to refine 
and exalt our affeftions, to enlarge our 
conceptions, and correft our judgment, to 
quicken our fenfe of right and wrong — by 
precept, by example, by difcoveries, by 
extraordinary afliftance? The fears and ap- 
prehenfigns of guilt ought to vanifh at once. 

from 
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£rom every afflifted bread on hearing the 
affurances contained in the gofpel, of the 
willingnefs of our heavenly Father to re- 
ceive all fuch as turn unto him with hearty 
repentance and true faith in his Son Jefus 
Chrift. — Come unto me, faid the Redeemer 
of the wrorld, all ye that travail and are 
heavy laden, and I wrill refrefli you. So 
God loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, to the end that all who be- 
lieve in him fhould not perifli but have 
eternal life. He was fent to heal the 
broken hearted, to preach deliverance to 
the captives;, and recovering of fight to the 
blind, to fet at liberty them which are 
bruifed, to preach the acceptable year of 
the Lord. — Acquaint yourfelves then with 
the merciful Jefus and be at peace. Though 
your fins be red as fcarlet, they fliall be 
made white as fnow ; and though they be 
as purple, they ftiall be made white as wool. 

With 
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With refpeft to the mixture of good 
and evil in the prefent world: evils, which 
come not unexpefted, lofe much of their 
power, for they bring not with them thfc 
bitternefs of difappointment. Now, in w!kit 
light is the prefent ftate of our exiftencc 
Teprefented in the gofpel of Chrift ? Is this 
world any where reprefented as a ftate ^rf 
perfeft eafe, and utidiftiirbed enjoyment? 
Is it not reprefented juft as we find it, and 
fuch as we might expeft to find a ftate of 
probationary education, which is to httro- 
duce us to a ftate of reft and perfeft happi- 
nefs ? 

If then we will enter upon the world as 
chriftian faith will lead us, we fliall enter 
upon it with the knowledge -of its nature, 
which is ufually derived from experience, 
accompanied by the advantage of not ha- 
ving our minds depreffed, and our relifli of 
enjoyment blunted by unhappy difappoint- 
ment 
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ment .of too feDguine expectations : and 
we Ihall alfb learn how to make jtl?e leaft of 
Ac evil apd i,he moft of the good. Cl^rtftir 
anity prevents by , the caution which it gives, 
many particular evils which (well the; gene- 
ral load, of calamity, and it affuages 'the 
anguifh of fuch as are unavoidable, nay, 
almoft alters their nature. Recolleft how 
large a portion of human calamity arifes 
.from an ungoverned imagination, and vain 
fears and anxieties about future events; 
how niuch of it fprings from vicious indul- 
gences, and wrong or ,hard hearted con- 
duct of one fort or another : and then con- 
iider what a check to all thefe evils is pro- 
vided by the chriftian religion? For one 
part, in that juft, fober, enlarged view of 
things, fuggefted by cont;emplating the 
oeconomy of the gofpel difpen^ation, and 
by a thorough belief that all events are un- 
der the direflion of infinite wifdom, good- 
nefs, and powen-7-For the other part, in 

the 
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the prevalence of temperance, chaftity, 
meeknefs, humility, forbearance, benevo* 
lence, beneficence, courtefies ? And how 
different do the unavoidable evils of human 
life appear, how is their fmart leffencd, nay, 
nearly deftroyed, when the defign of provi- 
dence in fending them, and their ufes to 
which they ferve are taken into confider- 
ation; when by means of chriftian faith 
and chriftian hope it becomes the habitual 
frame of our minds to receive affliftion and 
difappointment, as wholefome medicines to 
cure the diforders of our fouls, and to pro- 
mote our great and final good ! 

Did chriftianity no more than provide 
fuch a check and remedy for the evi/s of life, 
it would do a great deal by this very cir- 
cumftance towards increafing the good: for 
how open is the mind left by thefe means 
to every real plcafure which occurs; inftead 
of being by wrong views fliut againft the 
S admififion 



( ^58 ) 

admiflicJn o( it^ inftead of being, by esr- 
ceflive indulgences and unfocral conduct, 
difquafified from enjoying it? But chrifti- 
anify do^s more than this : it gives a higher 
relilh to every bleffing common to mankind 
in general, with the addition of peculiar 
{atisfadtions of its own. Your own expe- 
rience I truft hath taught you far better 
than any defcription, how much all the 
comforts and enjoyments of life are in- 
creafed, by confidering them as tokens of 
your maker's love, and earnefts to you of 
Hill greater bounty ; as well as what unal* 
loyed pleafures fpring, from purity of heart, 
from univerfal charity, from heavenly con- 
templation, and a well regulated devotion; 
and above all, from that peace of mind, 
beyond the power of words to exprefs, 
which refults from a clear fenfe of the favor 
of our heavenly Father thro' the merits of 
our bleffed Redeemer. 

If 
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If it be the nature of atl human- faitis* 
faftions to pall upon enjoyment, it ari'fe^ 
from want of fufficient power in objefts 
which terminate in ourfelves, iild the boun- 
daries of the prcfent world, to fill all the 
capacities of an immortal foul, defighed- bj^ 
its very nature for a nobler ftate of exiC- 
ftence: but the chriftian religion by con* 
nefting every thing which happens to ui 
in the prefent life with a future, and form* 
ing us to the habit of extending our views 
in the ufe of the things of it, beyond- our- 
felves to the glory of God, fupplies this 
natural deficiency, and offers to our mind^ 
an obje6l which can never faiL Hfe who 
has brought himfelf to look lip to^ his 
heavenly Father, in eve^y event of his- life-, 
with filial love and gratitude, and to con^ 
fider whatever befalls him, as a- plit of a 
gracious plan of probationary edtioatidiis 
calling upon him for faitable exertions, 
will be in little danger of enduring the 
S 2 mifcries 



( 26o ) 

mifcrics of mental languor or faftidious dif- 
appointment. 

The only perfons expofed to fuch evils, 
are they who forget that the pleafures of 
the prefent life are fent to foften the calami- 
ties of human nature, and the fatigues ne- 
ceffarily attendant upon aftive purfuits; to 
fmooth our journey through the rugged 
paths of this world ; who look upon enjoy- 
ment as the fole end of their being, and 
confequently, whenever they find it, give 
themfelves up to it without reftraint. The 
chriftian, by not expefting too much fatis- 
faftion from worldly things, efcapes the 
pain of difappointment : by not making 
the attainment of fuch fatisfaflions the chief 
objefl of his purfuit, but dividing his at- 
tention between thefe and nobler objefts, 
he prevents the infipidity of languor. 

Lastly, 
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Lastly, tho* the fhortnefs and uncer- 
tainty of this life cannot but be an awful 
confideration to the mind of man, yet the 
hopes fuggefted by chriftian faith deprives 
it of all its terrors. For death is a very dif- 
ferent object:, to him who looks forward 
to thofe things which eye hath not feen nor 
ear heard, nor hath it entered into the heart 
of man to conceive, from what it commonly 
appears to the unhallowed view of worldly 
men: it is a fleep from which he will 
awake to the glorious dawn of eternal life : 
it is the end and confummation of all his 
labour, and will conduct him to the abodes 
of peace and never fading joy. This world 
while it lafts is his prefent portion, and 
therefore, like a wife man, he makes the 
moft of the fatisfaftions it affords j but he 
confiders it only as a fmall earned of a 
nobler inheritance which will never decay. 
And whilft he, whofe thoughts have been 
confined to the objedts of this pafling fcene, 
S 3 trembles 
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trembles at the approach of the great con- 
fl,uerar o£ human nature ; the chriftian can 
belpol^ him without difmay, and addrefs 
him in the inJ^ired language of the records 
c^ his faith, — O death where is thy fting ! 
O grave where is tliy vi6iory ! He knows 
that he tkuJ die, and (without affecling to 
be above tlie common apprehenfions ot hi^ 
nature,) he exults at the approach of death, 
from a perfuaiion that it will be to him a 
paflage to a joyful refurreSIon, and a glo- 
rious immortality. Tlie time and manner 
of his death, as all his other concerns, he 
humbly fubmits to the difpofal of his gra- 
cious Father. Who would not wifh to be 
in fuch a ftate ? Who would not wiih to 
be a chriftian indeed ? 

If fqch be tjiic real fiat^of hunian nature, 
and fuch the conditio?? of human life ; if 
fofdi a remedy for the diforders of human 
nature and tlie evils of human life, be proT 

. vided 
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vided in the religion of Jefus Chrift ^ does 
Jiot a queftion forcibly recur upon our 
minds, whether we be ufing this remedy 
as we ought ? The gex>eral effe£ts of chrif- 
tianity in foftening men's minds, and en- 
larging their views ever iince its firft pro- 
mulgation, cannot be -denied > but fully to 
anfwer the ends propofed by it, a thorough 
and hearty, and fteady profeflion of it, is 
abfolutely neccffary. 

The times in which wc live, and the aw- 
ful difpenfations of providence now carrying 
on in the world, give peculiar force to the 
injunSion in my text, and in a very afFeC'' 
ting manner c^U us to ferioufnefs and con^ 
fideration. Amidft many valuable cautions 
x)f political prudence, ^ which the dreadful 
events that have lately taken place in a 
neighbouring nation, muft inculcate on the 
prefent and all future generations of man- 
kind; one inftruftion of much higher im- 
S 4 portance 
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portance it is earneftly to be hoped they 
will not fail moll ftrongly to imprefs on 
their minds ; and that is, that the boafted 
attainments of philofophy and extended 
knowledge, joined with the higheft refine- 
ment of manners, when not direfted by 
religious principle, leads to greater debafe- 
ment of the human charafter, than a ftate 
of ignorance and barbarifm: and that when 
the revelation of Chrift has been received 
amongft any people, and at length rejefted 
as falfe, every principle of natural religion 
will be rooted up with it. The people of 
this country have too much grace, as well 
as too much good fenfe, to be in danger 
of wilfully denying the Lord that bought 
them: but it behoves us all to confider, 
very ferioufly, what is the real ftate of re- 
ligion amongft us, I mean, of religion as it 
is efteemed by God, who knoweth the fe- 
crets of our hearts — ^whether if it be not 
rejefted, it be regarded as it ought; in 

fuch 
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fuch a manner as to afford hopes of the 
continuance of ^ the favor of providence to- 
wards this nation, which we have fo fignally 
(above all the nations upon earth) expe- 
rienced through a long period of time. 

At leaft, each member of the Church of 
England, is particularly called upon at this 
feafon to confider well the way in which 
he is proceeding through life; confideratiou 
can do no harm — judge for yourfelves: in- 
quire carefully w^here your true happinefs 
lies, and having difcovered it, examine 
whether you are indeed in the way that 
leads to it. Look within yourfelves, and 
confider your nature and what it requires ; 
look without you, and confider the world 
and how it paffes on : then look into the 
gofpel of Jefus Chrift, aiVd confider what it 
promifes, and how exaftly fuited it is to your 
nature and your condition. Do not view 
the chriftian religion with an eye of fuf- 

picion. 
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picion, as if it was an enemy to pleafure: it 
debars not men from any real permanent 
iatlsfaflion ; k would only teach them to 
draw their pleafures from fountains which 
will never fail, and which will never fend 
forth bitter waters; pleafures ad^ted to 
the whole of their nature, and to its various 
parts in juil fubordination : by means of 
which, they may have the greateft pofSble 
mjoyment, attended with the feweft evils in 
the prefent life ; and in the next> from the 
perfeftion of their nature, and the merits 
©f their Redeemer, unmixed, eternal, ior 
creaUng blifs* 
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Ephesians, C/i. iv. F. 14. 

^^ THAT HENCEFORTH, WE BE NO MORE 
CHILDREN, TOSSED TO AND FRO, ANB 
CARRIED ABOUT WITH EVERY WIND OF 
DOCTRINE." 

jL he prefent world, being defigned for 
a ftate of probation, is fo conftituted as to 
furnifli a continual fucceflion of events, 
adapted to exercife the affeftions, and to 
give fcope to the powers of the underllan- 
ding. In the conduft and regulation of 
this important faculty, (the moft excellent 
of God*s gifts to man, the tenure by which 
he holds his fovereignty over the reft of the 

creation. 
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creation, and by which he is rendered capa- 
ble of virtue, and of the rewards annexed 
ta it,) no inconfiderable part of his trial 
confifls: ta fearch patiently for truth, to 
weigh the pretenfions of difcordant opinions, 
and to determine with impartiality as the 
fcale preponderates, is the duty of every 
one in proportion to his capacity and op- 
portunities of knowledge : but thefe are fd 
different in diffeient perfons, and even in 
the fame p^erfon at different periods, that it 
wpuld betray a very fuperficial acquaintance 
with human nature to affert, either that ail 
men mufl fee things in exaftly the fame 
light, and draw the fame conclufions from 
'them, or that any individual will always 
ncceffarily remain in his prefent fentiments. 
It is fufScient that in every given conjuncture, 
be does what confcience dictates, after a 
fair and full confideration of the cafe, de- 
termining this only, with refpeft to futu- 
rity; that, with God's help, he will then 

alfo 
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alfo decide and aft as fhall appear to be juft 
and right. That peremptory tone, in which 
fo many profefs to have made up their minds 
on the moft complex and difficult fubjefts, 
proceeds from a mixture of pride and in- 
dolence: pride difdains inftruftion, and re- 
volts from the notion of being kept in the 
trammels of perpetual childhood; while in- 
dolence would fain confider its tafk as done, 
and flirinks from the fatigue of new re- 
fearches, and repeated examination : yet, 
in proportion as men form a jufter eftimate 
of their condition here, they will feel them- 
felves more reconciled to the humiliation of 
perfevering labour, and pregreffive know- 
ledge. 



*Q^ 



There is no affinity between that In- 
genuous diffidence which keeps the mind 
always open to convi6tion, and the waver* 
ing ft ate of irrefolution which it was die 
Apoftle's intention to condemn. Sincere 

and 
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and fober inquirers after truth are aw^re 
that they arc liable to be biaffed by the 
fuggeftions of interefl and prejudice, or to 
be mifled by fophiftry and falfe reprefenta- 
tions^ that their views of things arc neither 
clear nor extenfive ; that many circumftan- 
ces, effential to a right judgement, may, 
for the prefent at lead, lie beyond their 
fphere of obfervation, or be overlooked, 
though they lie within it. If the fubjeO: of 
their inquiry admits of demonftration, they 
are careful to acquaint themfelves with the 
whole of the proof; for even demonftrable 
truths, may be fo plaufibly controverted^ 
as to perplex and ftagger thofe who have 
merely taken them on truft. If it is only 
capable of probable evidence, (a diftinftion 
referable to the fallibility of the human un- 
derftanding, and not to the nature of truth ; 
which, under whatever denomination, is 
in itfelf alike abfolute and one;) probability 
implies, ia the very notion of it, that there 

are 
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are .prefumptions on the oppofite Cde. Tbey 
advance therefore with cautious fteps; and 
if, notwithftanding their care, their judge- 
ment is unfortunately mifled, no falfe Ihame 
induces them to perfeverc; for next to 
avoiding errror, their obje6J: is to difcovcr 
and corre£l it : yet they do not refign ©pi- 
llions adopted after mature refleftion, and 
on the fulleft information they were able lo 
obtain, without a fcrupulous examinatioa 
of what is alleged againfl: them, and of 
what is propofed to be fubftituted in their 
place- On the other hand, the turn of mind 
that caufes men to be feduced by every fpe- 
clous argument, caufes them to be equally 
ftartled by every fpecious objedlion. 

Opinions haftily and confidently taken 
up, and for a time maintained with the 
gfeateft pofitivenefs, are often in the end 
relinquifhed with as little reafon as thej 
were embraced. Thofe which lucceed to 

thcju 
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them are again difplaced by others; till the 
mind becomes irritable, from finding no- 
thing but confufion, where it had hoped 
that it refted in certainty; and inftead of 
hnputing its difappointment to the real 
caufe, fondly concludes, that what it has 
failed itfelf to difcover, either has no exif- 
tence, or is unattainable by human fagacity. 
Then enfues a torpidity eventually fatal to 
its powers, which, as is well known, are 
ftrengthened and improved by a proper ex- 
ertion of them, but impaired by inaftion, 
and corrupted by abufe, till the ability of 
forming juft determinations is entirely loft: 
nor is fuch a ftate of mind lefs deftruftive, 
in its confequences, of the beft emotions of 
the heart, than it is of the powers of the 
underftanding. Men come by degrees to 
think it of little importance whether their 
notions are right or wrong, and give up 
indolently whatever the petulance of bold 
objedlors may prompt them to require- In- 
ftead 
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ftead of thinking it their duty to contend for 
the feith which was dnce delivered to the 
faints, they begin to doubt whether any 
faith was ever fo delivered, or, at leaft, 
think it fo uncertain what that faith was, 
that they fee its moft eflential doftrines at- 
tacked and treated with fcorn, without un- 
eafinefs. 

Instability of principle, of whatever 
kind, is followed by a correfpondent in- 
ftability of conduQ:; men may aft right by 
chance from the impulfe of the moment, or 
the remains of a difpofition intended by 
nature to be good, but, when fituations 
occur to put them to the teft, it wilL ap- 
pear that, without a juft eftimate of the 
condition of human life, and a well founded 
conviftion of its great and ultimate purpofe, 
the performance either of focial or religious 
duties is very precarious. 

T In 
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Ik tUsi a&in other inftaacas^ Bfothiiig H) 
mx^rei coi^xj^v^ to > right frame df mind 
than aa s^wful feof^ of God'a cooAant pfe^ 
fence wid infpefiiofl* A notion tri*e in it- 
felfj when rightly ui>derftoodi and (mly 
iiitorpmtedi (thM men are not reipomfible 
for th^ir fpeculative opinions, nor foe the 
flu£luations to which they are fubjeft from 
time to time, becaufe opinions depend on 
evidence^ in the* reception of which the 
mindia n€;GeflariIypafl&^e,) ferres. (^ten, by 
ttie mifapplication of it, to lull the con- 
fqieivce. ia a falCe fecurirty. In that day. 
when the., fecrets.; of all hearts, fhall be open, 
and^eveiy evafion a^id fubterfuge uaavaU- 
ing, it may, a^! be no juftification of a 
B^ifpent liile to allegje, hp^eves truly fo^ u^ 
fii^h a^ fuch a pieriod I s^^d, for £ol be^ 
Ikved. Practice tod belief reciprocally in- 
fluence each otb^r^ a^d a$ erroneous betief 
has often a tendency to produce i$imoral 
cpnduft, fo it often originates in it, and is 

therefore 
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therefore reprehenfible in itfelf. In 5w> 
mftance dq men betray greater wdakmft 
than ill accommodating their ftith to their 
habits and properifities. Is it foothihg to 
believe that remiffion of fms, and' even in* 
dulgencies for the commiifion of them, may 
be obtained from men divinely atithoriibd 
to difpenfe them; that fome peribns, rc^ 
probated from their birth, ate children of 
perdition, while others are fanftified by aH 
over-ruling grace, and predeftin^d to ever- 
Jailing happinefs ; that certain outwlard a£l$ 
of mortification, that enthufiaftic fervor^i 
or unintelligible pretenfions to an extafck 
love of their Redeemer, will be accepted 
as equivalent to a life of piety and virtue-? 
The moft frivolous argument, the* fi#A ddr 
tached paffage that can be interpreted in 
conformity with the favorite tenet, is con- 
fidered as conclufivfe evidience. ShtwaW 
change of circumftances at any timet render 
fome other creed mdre conveiwcHt, Jittte iih- 
T 2 genuity 
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genuity will be neceflary to deteft the er- 
rors of their prefent perfuafion, or to find 
reafons, at leaft equally cogent with thofe 
on which it was founded, in fupport of the 
new one. And as fuch repeated changes 
of fyftem imply a confeffion of the futility of 
all but the laft, it is not probable that this 
when affailed in its turn, whether by argu- 
ment or by the paffions, will be more per- 
tinacioufly maintained; efpecially if it be 
confidered that, as by difcarding each par- 
ticular fet of doSrines fome one fcruple has 
been quieted; fo by difcardmg them all, 
the very ground of fcruples will be re- 
moved ; and, in faS, no tranfition is 
eafier than, from having fucceflively be- 
lieved every thing, to believing nothing- 

Nor are indolence and indifference lefs 

adverfe than vice to fettled and confiftent 

plans of thinking or afting. When opinions 

are acquiefced in, not from a conviftion of 

. . their 
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their truth, but to fave the trouble of ex- 
amination, they will be as readily refigned 
to fave the trouble of defending them; . in- 
deed from incapacity to defend them> fup- 
pofing them to be accidentally right. To 
an indolent mind any fyftem or any obje£tion 
will appear plaufible for the moment; but 
which of them, or whether any of them, is 
fupported by the degree of evidence which 
conftitutes proof or probability, it neither 
knows, nor has ever even confidered in 
what that degree of evidence confifts. 

Such is the imperfeftion of the human 
underftanding, fo unaccountable at times 
are its mifconceptions, arifing either from 
peculiar habits of thinking, or from fome- 
thing which we cannot explain in its ori- 
ginal conftitution, fo ftrong are the biaffes 
which it is liable to receive in early life 
from examples and education, that errors 
arifing from thefe caufes are fure to ^nd the 
T 3 mod 
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moft eqiiitabk, tile moft indulgent allow- 
ances from him who knoweth whereof we 
are made. But the obligations of virtue, 
the Importance of right notions concerning 
God and their own relation to him, and 
confequentlythc obligation men are under 
to avail themfelves of every means of infor- 
mation on thefe fubjefts which he may 
voBchfafe to affor4 to them, are among the 
firft priftciples of natural religion. All are 
a|>prized of them, it depends on themfelves 
to aft fuitably to them, and would they 
but bear in mind that they are even now, 
though lefe fenfibly, yet not lefs aftually in 
his prefence, than they fliall be when they 
are called on to render account of the 
talents committed to diem; that he now 
fees, as he (hall then enquire, whether 
they feek the truth with their whole heart, 
and c^refuUy abftain from all known fin, 
which is the fureft obftacle to perceiving it, 
they will then undoubtedly difcover in all 

points 
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points ^flential to faJvation, and hold feft 
without wavering, thatt triic, and perteft, 
and acceptable wiH of Ood. 

I*r may not, however, be fiiperftuous to 
add, that, in the profecution 6f every iub- 
jeift which requires ferious inveftigation, it 
is important to poffefft jufl ideas of the 
powers and deficiencies of human reafon. 
Man comprAends no part of nature tho- 
roughly, and in aH its details. Of the 
principle of cohefion in folid fubftances, or 
of life in organized hoodies ; of the attrafting 
force that pervades the planetary fyftem; 
of the fympathetic union betwen the ma- 
terial and immaterial parts of his own con- 
ftitution, he ha$ not iany, not even the 
dbfeureft notion. Yet, that fuch principles 
exift is attefted by their efFefts beyond the 
poflibiiity of contradiSHon. And not only 
is their exiftertce afcettalned, but thp laws 
by whicli they aft have been affigned on 
T 4 fuch 
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fuch juft grounds of probability, that no- 
thing lefs than the produftion of fa6ls 
manifeftly inconfiftent with them, or the 
failure of confequences that muft have re- 
fulted from them, had they been true, can 
be allowed to fet them afide. Here the 
wifeft philofophers have (lopped, or, if in 
any inftance they have been tempted fur- 
ther, have propofed their fentiments with 
the diffidence that becomes conjeflure. 
But when, pafling thefe limits, man would 
penetrate the inmoft receffes of nature, and. 
explain, not only the aftual connexion of 
caufes and effefts, but the mode in which 
her myfterious operations are conducted, 
the means of convi£lion fail him; he muft 
addrefs his theories to the imagination, not 
to the underftanding ; it is well if he can 
render them intelligible: fooner or later 
the perplexity and difficulties that attend 
them will be pointed out by fome in- 
genious rival, who has, perhaps, new ones 

ftill 
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ftill more exceptionable to propofe. By 
fuch unfuccefsful attempts the credit of 
what is fufficiently proved is weakened 
in the minds of thefe, and they are always 
the greater number, who do not carefully 
diftinguifli the limit at which evidence 
ceafes, and conjefture begins. 

The fame general principles are appVn 
cable to the conduct of philofopbical and 
of religious inquiries: the contents of the 
book of revelation are intelligible in the 
fame degree with thofe of the book of na- 
ture: in many points indeed the contents 
of both are the fame; fuch parts of the 
fyftem of the divine oeconomy, as were 
collefted by the fages of antiquity from 
obfervation and refleftion, are confirmed 
as far as they extend by the teftimony of 
fcripture : there are other points which we 
know from that teftimony alone ^ that the 
Jove of Chrift, confpiring with the love of 

God 
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God towards mankind, procured the par- 
don of fins, fa difpeniation in which the 
wifdom of the means is as confpicuous as 
the benevolence of the end, fince no other 
csm be conceived fo conducive to the pro- 
motion of virtue:) that as man is redeemed 
by the Son of God, he is fanft^d by the 
Spirit of God, if he avails himfelf of the 
means preicribed for obtaining that holy 
influence. . It is not neceflary, however, to 
enumerate the <io£trines -of this clafs ; they 
will readily occur to perfons at all <x)nver- 
fiint in the facred writings, and it is to fuch 
perfons only that the prefent argument can 
be addreffed; but it may be obferved of 
them in general, that the authenticity of 
the volume in which they are delivered is 
fupported by the ftrcHigeft teftimony, and 
by teftimony of that kind of which reafon 
is competent to judge; that they appear, 
confidered with refpeQ to their final caufes, 
replete with wifdom, and worthy of their 

author; 
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author; that there is nothing in them con- 
tradiftory to the cleared notions men have 
of phyfical or of moral poffibility, nor in- 
confiftent with any other part of the plaa 
of providence. On the contrary, the more 
accurately things are examined in this viev^, 
the more harmonious and beautiful does the 
fyftem appear; but when the precife nature 
of the union between the divine perfons 
concerned in our redemption, or the pr-e- 
cife mode and degree in which the graces 
of the holy fpirit are communicated (and 
many inftanccs of the fame kind may be 
fele£led among the doftrines of natural, as 
well as of revealed religion;) is purfued 
through the labyrinth of metaphyfical fub- 
tlety, doubts arife, and cavils are objected; 
to which the true anfwer is, that other 
faculties than thofe which we poffefs at pre- 
fent are neceffary to difcover, and probably 
to conceive, an adequate folution of them. 
But the pride of human fagacity prompts 

men 
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men to devife one, which being found in- 
fufficient, recourfe is had to another and 
another: whaf is thus inferted with felf- 
complacency, is propagated with zeal ; and 
hence have arifen no inconfiderable number 
of the herefies and fefts which have dif- 
graced chriftianity from the days of the 
Apoftles to the prefent time. The fame 
overweening opinion of their own difcern- 
ment leads men ultimately to difcard as 
falfe^ what is partially obfcure ; while yet 
they allow, with refpeft to the infinity of 
fpace and duration, that it is as impoflible 
to diveft the mind of the idea, as it is to 
comprehend or explain it* 

That the love of truth (hould fometimes 
be facrificed to the love of eafe, or the 
judgement be warped by vicious propen- 
fities, is rather matter of concern than of 
furprife, fmce the ftrength of thefe pro- 
penfities is evinced by daily experience: 

but 



( ^85 ) 

but it IS wonderful that, in purfuits with 
which the moft important interefts are con- 
neSed, reafon fliould frequently be mifled 
by the mere illufions of vanity. There are, 
however, perfons who value themfelves on 
a certain refinement and fubtlety of genius, 
who afFeft in every fubje£l of their inquiry 
to difcover what paffes unnoticed and un- 
fufpefted by men of groffer' apprehenfions ; 
or to find occafion of doubt and perplexity 
where a plain underftanding finds none. 
The great eflential principles of religion, 
as might be expefted in a fyftem defigned 
to conduft all mankind to falvation, are fo 
revealed as not to be eafily mifunderftood: 
but the perfons in queftion would think it 
a difparagement to their fagacity, were 
they to fee any thing in the fame light in 
which it appears to others. Allegorical, 
figurative, myftical interpretations are de- 
vifed; and, groundlefs as they are, they 
are fure to attraft admirers and followers ; 

for 
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fcr there is a vanity fo humble as to give 
itfelf credit for adopting thofe fingulsorities 
which it has not ingenuity to invent. 

It was far from the intention of the 
Apoftle, it is far from the intention of this^ 
diifcourfe, to difeourage the detection of 
real errors^ or to diffuade men from re- 
nouncing them. But for the light diffufed 
by the revival of learning, and the fpirit of 
the firft reformers, men would have remained 
under the delufions of Romifti fuperftitioft, 
and the bondage of Papal tyranny; and, 
though Chriftianity was freed at that period 
from the grofler corruptions with which 
ignorance and ambition had contributed to' 
debafe it, it is readily acknowledged that 
there ftill may be paffages of fcripture which 
are mifapprehended, and that the bcft re- 
ligious eftablilhments partake of that im- 
perfeftion to which every thing human is 
Kable. To reftify fuch mifapprehcnfions i^ 

the 
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the noblel! office of mtidfi^; to fi*p({>ly de- 
fers, and to remedy abi^#^ ifl fiicb efftab- 
Kfliments is^ admif abl^, if irhAt k propofed- 
to he gaaijed otir one hand is not balanced j 
p5^rhap$^ exceeded^ by fome diftdvantage 
oa the oth^r. But when (as^ perfons of a 
mifauthropic tuf tv conceive that they ought 
to fofpeft every man of being an enemy, 
whom they do not know to be a friend) cer- 
tain phifofophers lay down for a maxim 
that each individi^l fliouJd confider every 
perftiafion as falfe till the truth of it has been 
|)roved to hh particular conviftion, and re- 
}tSt every fyftem as erroneous till he has 
feen its exccHence demonflrated, the maxim 
is ^ther infidioos, Of formed wfthout fuf- 
ficient attention to the a£!ual circumftances 
of a grea^ npiajarity of mankind. Every 
prejudice, it is faid, i^ an impediment m 
the fearch of truth: as an abflraft principle 
this is readify admitted; fhall parents there- 
fore fcruple to interpofe authority to check 

the 
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the wayward paflions of their children, and 
leave their minds in a ftate of neutrality 
between vice and virtue, till their faculties 
can difcover, or at leaft can thoroughly 
comprehend, what it is that conftitutes 
the eflential difference between right and 
wrong? A fimilar queftion may be afked^ 
refpeSing religious notions. If while men's 
tempers and occupations continue fuch as 
they are, we fuppofe that the generality,, 
kft to themfelves, would attain a belief of 
the exiftence, attributes, and moral govern- 
ment of God i we fuppofe at leaft as much 
as would be likely to happen. Is it then 
defirable that they fhould confider reve- 
lation as a fable till they have opportunity 
to difcufs it in detail^ or that they fhould 
truft for the evidence of its origin, and the 
interpretation of the obfcurer parts of it, to 
perfons whofe integrity they have no reafqn 
to fufpefil, and who are qualified by abilities 
and learning to give them information ? 

In 
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In a nation of philofophers it might be 
matter of indifference whether, previoufly 
to the confideration of a fyftem, they had 
believed it to be true or falfe : but it is not 
fo with the bulk of mankind. Let an unin- 
formed perfon fuppofe the chriftian faith, 
or the external modification of it, profeffed 
by the fociety to which he belongs, to be 
indefenfible, and he will foon finds or be 
furnifhed with, plaufible objeftions to it 
In proportion as a fubjeft is extenfive and 
important, it is affailable by ridicule and 
fophiftry, or by arguments which, though 
' of no real moment, yet, being dire£led 
againft that degree of ignorance which is 
infeparable from a finite underftanding, can- 
not be fo fatisfaftorily anfwered as to pre- 
clude the pofl5bility of farther cavil. Be- 
fides, a partial anfwer, however decifive 
of any fingle point, would be deemed in- 
fufiicient by one who difbelieved the whole. 
To be convinced, he muft proceed regularly 
U through 
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fiitdugh the whole body of proof by which 
the fyftem is fupported^ but to do this> 
knd to appreciate its validity, is probably a 
tafk beyond his inclination, or his powers* 

Those, on the contrary, (it is ftill the 
fame clafs of people that is intended) who 
fefolve to continue in the things that they 
have learned and been affured of, till they 
fee reafon to thiAk they have been deceived, 
are not therefore to be accounted flaves of 
prejudice. They will, indeed, feek for fo- 
lutions of difficulties that are propofed to 
fhem ; they will apply to perfons more en- 
lightened than themfelves, and be (hewn, 
perhaps, that objeftions which ftartled them 
were merely fpecious, or that by a change, 
which might extricate them from one diffi- 
culty, they would be involved in many: 
yet, where both parties are heard, truth 
will ultimately prevail ; and, let the conteft* 
be condu6led in the faireft planner, it is no 

inconfiderablq 
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fnconfiderable advantage on the fide of the 
affailant, that he choofes his point of attack* 

This concurrence with received opinions, 
till fufticient caufe appears to diffent from 
them, is recommended with no interefted 
views, but from a facred love of truth, and 
as a principle, which, previouljy to any ex* 
periment, and on a mere confideration of 
the conftitution of the human mind, feems 
likelieft to produce full and impartial difr 
cuffion. Scenes, which for fome years paft 
have filled Europe with horror, atteft but 
too well the tendency of a contrary proccr 
dure. Politicians, who would fain perfuade 
you that their diftinftive charafteriftic is 
benevolence, endeavoured to imprefs the 
people with a notion, which in fubftance, 
if not in words, was this ; whatever is, is 
wrong; they forefaw, but were not de- 
terred by, the atrocities that followed. 
They did not forefee that the public mind. 
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fet afloat, would reft in nothing; and that 
the fabric Rs they had reared would fo fud^ 
denly follow that which they had deftroyed. 
They have, however, afforded a leffon to 
thofe, who, being fincere believers, are at 
the fame time enthufiaftical in making pro^ 
felytes to their particular feft ; that while 
they explode and vilify, in the mafs, the 
particular notions which men of other per- 
fuafions have been accuftomed to cherifli, 
they make them liable to be toffed to and 
fro with every wind of doftrine, and to 
terminate in abfolute infidelity^ 
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